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The

Dear Friends

As some of you may know I have a particular connection
with St Alban. My curacy was served in a church
dedicated to our first British martyr (therefore a good
candidate for patron saint of the United Kingdom, a
position currently vacant?) and I then went on to serve in our local Cathedral and
Abbey church of St Alban. It is a very convincing story, and his day occurs this
month, on the 22" June. This is the day upon which the Venerable Bede (one of
our best sources for information about Alban) narrates that he was martyred.
Bede dates his execution to the persecution of Diocletian in the early fourth
century — though other sources dispute this, not least because Diocletian was only
Emperor of the Eastern Empire.

The story is that Alban sheltered a Christian priest (traditionally called
Amphibulus, though that simply means ‘cloak’) and was so impressed by his way
of life that he converted to Christianity. When the soldiers came to arrest the
priest, he fled and Alban appeared before them in his cloak, announcing that he
was too a Christian. He was dragged before the magistrate who knew him well,
and expected him to capitulate. Alban however was not for turning, famously
announcing that ‘I worship and adore the true and living God.” Reluctantly the
judge condemned him to execution on the hill just below where the Abbey now
stands. Legend has it that the first executioner was so impressed by Alban’s
calm, that he refused to perform his duty, and was executed with him. In a detail
much beloved of children and illustrated by Matthew Paris, when the second
executioner carried out the double sentence his eyes popped out of his head.

So soon after St George’s Day and the Coronation I am slightly reluctant to say
it, but Alban seems to me a rather more convincing and noble story. He was truly
local, truly brave, not condescending to damsels in distress or cruel to dragons
(venerated creatures in many cultures outside of Western Europe). As I say we
could at least allow him to fill the vacant seat of Patron Saint of the United

Kingdom.
T
&



WOOLMER PEST CONTROL

Hertfordshire
All Pest Control Work Carried Out
Father & Son business
07773 453380 Conor
0778 714 8008 Malachy
Email: woolmerpestcontrolltd@gmail.com
www.woolmerpestcontrol.co.uk  ANPTA

www.wornwunce.com
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ood design never date:

CHIMNEY SWEEPING

JDS Window Cleaning

We clean windows & frames

Patios & Driveways Pressure Washing
Fascias & Conservatories

POLE-FED PURE WATER SYSTEM
Call Luka on: 07713 490 773

KATE WHITELAND

FITNESS PHYSIOTHERAPY

SPORTS INJURY CLINIC

HYDROTHERAPY

PILATES

Sports Injuries

Back Pain & Neck Pain

Whiplash & Headaches
Joint, Nerve & Muscular Pain
Arthritis & Tendonitis Post — Op Rehabilitation

Work Associated Pain Pregnancy related Pain

Telephone 07956 372891
Email katewhiteland@gmail.com

www fitnessphysio.co.uk

KATE WHITELAND BSc {Hons) MSc MMACP MCSP
Member of the Health Professions Council
The Therapy Rooms, Natural Health,

36 Wigmores North, Welwyn Garden City.
Herts ALB &4PH

Peter Scoats

Carpentry
&
Property maintenance

Tel : Welwyn
01438 715986
07962 318840

scoats007@gmail.com



Jessie the Rectory Dog

He’s off again... [ know that he has only just got back from Wal-
singham, but now he’s off with his mates to race in Alsace.
There are two things which are particularly mortifying about this
sad situation. Firstly [ have been to Alsace twice before. I could
go — not thanks to our exclusion from the Pet Passport scheme,
the only good thing a politician has done for dogs in the last 50
years (I know, I know, they abolished the dog licence). But still I
could have gone. I love Alsace and have had some lovely walks there — the truth
of the matter is that sadly he just does not want to take me. The second galling
fact is that some of my best friends are Alsatians. Well to be precise I have one
friend who is an Alsatian. I’d love to know more about his culture and beer — and
yet, and yet.... It is a very sad state of affairs.

Jess

The Welwyn Magazine
with Woolmer Green

We hope that you enjoy reading the magazine each month.
There are 10 issues per year. The annual subscriptions are
due for collection in June.

The price will once again remain at 60p per issue, but
if anyone would like to make an additional donation
above £6, it will be gratefully received!
Subscriptions can be paid by cash, cheque or by Bank
Transfer with your house number and post code as a
reference
Account: Welwyn Parochial Church Council Magazine
Account
Sort Code: 20-92-54
Account number: 20939757
Thank you



SWEEPSMARY

Chimney Sweep

e Sweeping all types of Flues

e Chimney CCTV Inspections

o Chimney Leakage Tests o

¢ Bird Nests Removed »
¢ Pots and Cowls Fitted «

e Clean and Friendly Service »

01438 553 023
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PC
Asset
Services

Your local, friendly computer helper
New computers, laptops, printers *
refurbished computers * anti-virus

wireless networks * home tutorials =
installations and setup * troubleshooting *
upgrades * security ® PC health check =
repairs * broadband installation
Phone 07768 055906
Email: info@pcassetservices.co.uk

www.pcassetservices.co.uk

FlexiFootCare
Mobile Podiatry & Chiropody Services

HCPC Registered Podiatrist:
Diane Fletcher BSc (Hons), RCPod

Offering a professional foot care
service at affordable prices in the

comfort of your home

« Nail care, corns, callus « Ingrown toenails
« Diabetic foot assessments « Foot pain &
more
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!
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07903 293533
www.flexifootcare.co.uk
flexifootcare@hotmail.com

sTUDIO C ARCHITECTS LTD

Providing architectural design services that respond to your needs

*

FREE CONSULTATION
*  PROFESSIONAL & PERSONABLE APPROACH
* PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION APPLICATIONS
¥ TENDER & CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION
*

NEW BUILDS & EXTENSIONS
ALTERATION, RENOVATION & REFURBISHMENT

Sarah Coughlan
BA (Hons)Arch Pg.Dip(Plym) RIBA

(E) sarahcoughlan@studio-c-architects.com
(W)www.studio-c-architects.com
(T) 01920 413302

sTUDIO C ARCHITECTS LTD

architectural design services RIBA




Thankyous

Readers may have noticed that a number of regular items are not in this month’s
magazine.

For the past 5 years we have had regular articles on the subjects of the Patients
Participation Group (PPG) and the Welwyn Natural History Society (WNHS).
We have to thank Sara Otty for the PPG articles and Judith Watson for the
WNHS articles. Both Sara and Judith have put pen to paper regularly every
month and [ know from talking to readers that their articles have been very
much appreciated. We are hoping that in future the PPG and WNHS will be
able to find a member who will be able to supply similar articles.

Marj Otty as chairman of the Parish Council, has been providing monthly arti-
cles reporting on the activities of the Council. Marj is retiring from being Chair-
man and her last article was in the May Magazine. This month Bill Morris has
kindly stepped in with a general article on how the Parish Council works. We
are hoping that when the next Chairman is appointed he /she will be prepared to
provide us with a regular article.

Brenda Bigland has been entertaining us with odes on the activities of the Mard-
ley Heath WI. Brenda has now decided to stand down but has provided this
month a final extended ode telling us about her encounter with the Prince of
Wales (Prince Charles) when she was headmistress at a primary school in
Slough.

Finally on behalf of the members of the Magazine Committee I would like to
thank Jane Carr, who has decided to retire after having been on the Committee
for many years. Jane has been a mainstay of the committee and will be sorely
missed. Over the years she has coordinated and contributed to the production of
the magazine. She has also organised its distribution and written many articles.
Jane’s awareness of what is going on in the village has been essential for us to
produce a topical publication. On many occasions, when there has been a lack
of material, Jane has stepped in and provided an article. Jane thank you.

Tony Keach

Editor



Parkinson’s UK

Welwyn Hatfield Hertford Branch

=== HERTFORD
Do you or a member of your family : -\ TV SE RVl CE

suffer from Parkinson’s?

If so, help is at hand Please call: 01992 552955

® AERIALS & SATELLITE

Support and respite for carers INSTALLATIONS/REPAIRS
Armchair Exercises e TV REPAIRS (OLED, LCD, LED)
Outings * TV WALL MOUNTING &
Weekly gatherings SOUNSD:ARS .
Regular newsletter . :’E';:N;RE:‘"G DAT.
Entertamrpent ® CCTV & WIRELESS BURGLAR
Presentations ALARM SYSTEMS

Contact Jean Jones www.hertfordtvservice.co.uk

Tel: 07831 931405 Unit 1B, Foxholes Avenue, Hertford SG13 71G

Email: jones_jB@sky com LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS EST 1979
: ' ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED

H/e&vgu F%wf
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Retail & Business Florist

29 High Street, Welwyn, Hertfordshire. AL6 9EE
., 01438 716569 == info@welwynflorist.co.uk
w @welwynflorist f theoldwelwynflorist

t" —inee: WWW.Welwynflorist.co.uk

eflorist
/T Ken Hodson
Ri c h a rd P a rs o n S Ji:@\' Lacal Computer Hardware and Software Repairs,
o %/} Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business
Fren c,h POIlSh er = m Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723
& F urniture ReSto rer Email enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
Antiques - Modern Furniture - www.kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
Pianos - Full Repair Service «  MNofix, ne fee for all repairs - you have nothing to lose.
v Lowh 1
27 ST MARTINS ROAD - MR et BT e N o LIS
delivered back to
KNEBWORTH (01438) 812200 Problems with WirﬁwsMpp\icamns”ntemetfnemm fixed

HERTS. SG3 6ER 07946 422151

...

Friendly training and instruction available in plain English

Advice given on upgrades - many clder computers can be upgraded at a fraction of
{he cost of a new machine

+  Upgrades of hardware and saftware caimed aut




On the phone and on the road?

One of the unknowns for us writing these articles is who
actually are our readers? There are hundreds of you, but sadly
we only ever get to meet a few.

Many of you are drivers who are fully equipped with the latest
smartphone. Some of you will not be drivers, and some will not
yet have mobile phones. But you may travel occasionally as
passengers in cars, you may have friends and relatives who drive, and you will
observe drivers as you go about Welwyn or wherever you may be. So, we thought
that it is about time that we addressed the topic of mobile phones in cars.

Since March 2022 there have been new laws about the use of handheld mobile
phones at the wheel. If you break the law, you can get a £200 fine and six points
on your licence. If taken to court, the fine could be as much as £1,000, and you
could be banned from driving.

Use of a handheld mobile phone while driving is now illegal for almost any
purpose. That includes using phone satnav, taking photos or videos, scrolling
through music playlists, using streaming services or playing games. It is only
legal if you are safely parked — and this does not include waiting in traffic or
being stationary at the traffic lights.

Enforcement has been stepped up during recent years and the number of fines
issued has risen by 10% over a year. That’s more than 50 drivers a day in England
and Wales. Hertfordshire police ran a campaign during February and March this
year to raise awareness.

While we’ve listed the possible penalties for drivers if caught, readers will
appreciate that our chief concern is the consequences for innocent victims of
inattention by drivers resulting in accidents and injury. According to

“THINK!” (the road safety campaign), drivers are four times more likely to be in
a crash if they are using a phone. For drivers involved in an accident whilst using
their mobile phone the penalties are severe and could even result in a custodial
sentence.

John Mitchell and Valerie Richards
www.owl.co.uk/herts
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Award winning, timeless design, from concept to completion.
Design consultation in your own home.

Country house specialists, bespoke furniture, designer fabrics, wallpaper and paint. Handmade curtains and blinds.
Unique kitchens and bathrooms. Lighting, flooring, art and upholstery.

WWW.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 01707 276343 /07947711597
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Flaming June

June is the month that our gardens at Danesbury and QVM Hospital come into
their own. All the effort and hard work put into their maintenance by our gar-
dener really pays off to the great benefit of patients, their families and our staff.

These photos are of the beautiful spring flowers at QVM.

Thanks to the support whichthe Friends receive we can fund the gardener all
year and buy the plants, garden supplies and equipment. We know it is money
well spent.

This month also heralds the beginning of Welwyn Festival. As in previous
years Danesbury will be hosting a stall at the Street Market and a toy stall on
Fund Day on Singlers Marsh. Please come along for a chat and perhaps support
this very worthwhile charity.

We hear that the Coronation parties at the Neurological Centre and at QVM
were a great success. The Friends funded all the bunting, flags, music and food
to give the patients and their visitors a special treat over the Coronation Week-
end. We hope to have some photos to show you in our next issue.

This month we have also provided workbooks for the clinical psychologists here
at Danesbury for use with their stroke patients.

Wishing you all a wonderful June.

Friends of Danesbury & QVM

11



Personal, caring and
independent.

24 hour service * Private Chapels of Rest
Bespoke Funeral Plans * Own Crematorium

> Harwood Park
The perfect setting to commenorate
www.austins.co.uk the life of your loved one

STEVENAGE + 01438 316623
HITCHIN = 01462 438422
KNEBWORTH + 01438 812365
BUNTINGFORD = 01763 274111
WELWYN GARDEN CITY + 01707 390018
WELWYN « 01438 714686
HERTFORD = 01992 582052
WARE « 01920 468551 | .
LETCHWORTH - 01462 684292 SiEina IS X Serving the local
HODDESDON =01992 471709 i ° COH".IFTTUﬂfty for ten
HARWOOD PARK 38 812515 .
HARPENDEN =01 62570 www.crematorium.co.uk generatmns

WELWYN GARDEN CITY GOLF CLUB
Your Local Friendly Members’ Golf Club

Welcoming atmosphere, e Full, 5 Day, Junior,
diverse membership & Corporate and Social

strong social scene memberships available
Free Reciprocal golf at 5 Excellent year-round course
other local members’ Clubs Visitors Welcome

Contact: David Spring, General Manager
@ 01707 325243 X david@wgcge.co.uk B www.wgcge.co.uk
WGC Golf Club, Mannicotts, High Oaks Road, WGC ALS 7BP




Could you rescue a wild creature

If you find a sick or injured wild bird or animal, it can be difficult to know what
to do for the best. In many cases, “letting nature take its course” is not the kindest
option, but people sometimes lack confidence in their own ability to help.

Vulnerable creatures left in the open will be finished off by predators. The possi-
ble exception to this is baby birds — if you think they can fly, they may simply be
waiting for their parents to bring food.

Most birds and small creatures can be safely housed in a card- ‘1 ‘
board box while you get advice on the best course of action. VRS
Take great care with larger animals, they can be aggressive
when frightened and in pain - it
is often best to call for help and
not try to move them.

Rescue centres are usually

small charities run by volunteers. You should
expect to take the casualty to them, unless it’s a
large animal that requires specialist transport.
Also, it is kind to give them a donation if you

can.

Here are a few local centres that care for sick, injured or orphaned wildlife and
can give advice to people who find distressed wild creatures:

Wildlife Welfare (Stevenage) aims to nurse animals back to

health for release into the wild. In the summer their phone line

is open seven days a week on 01438 313526. They also have a
very helpful website with ad-
vice on many species -
www.wildlifewelfare.org.uk

i 7 Hitchin Bird Rescue take all birds, including pi-
ﬁ_ N~ (;:,,’ geons, and offer a forever home to those that can-
T e - not be released. Contact Neil on 07846 596427 or
- :._{f find them on Facebook.

Hornbeam Wood Hedgehog Sanctuary
(Harpenden) release hedgehogs back into the wild
after treatment but they also offer permanent
homes to any that cannot be released. They have a helpful website at
www.hornbeamwood.org.uk or you can call them on 07999 573513.

Valerie Richards
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CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIS

Registered with HPC CH 24414

Lynda A. Mountbatten

FSSCh MBChA
Dip Pod Med BSc Pod Med

Surgery (Datchworth) and Home Visits
01438 817073

APPLE REMOVALS

Domestic/Business moves/Storage
Packing Services
Tel: 01438 821215 or 01707 372404
www.apple-removals.co.uk

I & B Electrical

Free Quotes and
Competitive Prices

Rewires & Fuse Boxes

Additional Lights, Sockets,

TV Points
Fault Finding
Security Lighting

Carbon & Smoke

Detectors

Periodic Inspections
& PAT Testing

All work tested by our :“ '
registered engineer e
Daytime: 07861 398288
Evening: 01707 262771

www.ib-electrical.co.uk

SN
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Welwyn St Mary's

Church of England Primary School
“Believe and Achieve”

Outstanding

Ofsted September 2013

Excellent
SIAMS 2019

01438 714169
15 London Road, Welwyn, AL6 9DJ
Email: admin@welwynst-marys herts.schuk
Website: www.welwynst-marys herts sch.uk

@ sciooL & W
Wekth

Alicedh
Coralie

Glyn®s

We are a local Almshouse Charity with
14 properties in
Turmore Dale and Hyde Valley
Welwyn Garden City

If you are over 60 and looking for accommeodation,
please contact our Managing Agents:

First Garden Cities Homes on:

01462 683307
We may be able to help
L]



Saturday Concert

10 June at 12 noon

Tessa Uys will give a piano recital at Welwyn St Mary’s.
Tessa has been a well-known figure on the UK and interna-
tional classical music scene since the 1980s, making many
CDs and broadcasts for the BBC. Her solo performances are
always eagerly anticipated.

Biography

Born in Cape Town into an exceptionally musical and theatrical family Tessa
Uys is one of South Africa’s most distinguished concert pianists. She was first
taught by her mother Helga Bassel, herself a noted concert performer who fled to
South Africa to escape Nazi persecution. Her father, Hannes Uys, was a formida-
ble champion of choral music in South Africa and founder/director of one of the
country’s leading children’s choirs.

Tessa Uys gave her first public performance at the age of seven and made her
concerto debut at thirteen years old with the Cape Town Municipal Orchestra
conducted by David Tidboald. At sixteen, whilst still at school, she won a Royals
Schools Associated Board Scholarship and continued her studies at the Royal
Academy of Music in London where she studied with Gordon Green. Here she
won many prizes, and in her final year was awarded the top prize, the Macfarren
Medal. Further studies in London with Maria Curcio and in Siena, Italy with Gui-
do Agosti. Shortly after this, Tessa Uys won the Royal Overseas League competi-
tion. During the past three decades, Tessa Uys has established herself an impres-
sive reputation, both as concert performer and as a broadcasting artiste, perform-
ing at many of the major concert venues throughout the world. She is also in de-
mand as examiner,teacher and adjudicator.

All Welwyn Second Saturday Recitals are free to attend; the proceeds of the retir-
ing collections, after modest expenses, go to Church Funds.

Stephen Foster
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Struggling?

That's not surprising. The last two years have
provided many reasons to feel stressed.

The real problems start when stress gets
stuck in your body.

Muscle tension, aches and pains, anxiousness
and fatigue are all signs that your body may be
retaining stress. Our gentle process enables you
to release and resolve Physically Retained
Stress.

Book your complimentary 15 minute consultation
to discuss your concerns and learn how our
solution can help you get back to living life.

It's a conversation, not a commitment.

WELWYN CHIROPRACTIC

Wellingham House, 15 Church Street

Welwyn, Herts AL6 9LN

01438 717865
www.wehwvynchiropractic.co.uk

IS YOUR BODY
RETAINING
STRESS?

Welwyn Chiropractic
patients have reported
improvements with:

Headaches/migraines
Neck painfstiffness
Shoulder injuries
Elbow pain
Back pain/lumbago
Sciatica
Hip pain
Knee pain
Ankle sprains

Muscle
spasms/cramps

General aches and
pains

SIMON ROPER
SERVICES

WALL & FLOOR TILING

Ceramics —Porcelain — Stone
Tanking Systems
Under Tile Heating

o

M- 07941 011467
T—-01438 811683

Email :simeonroperservices@gmail.com
El: simon roper tiling services

Welwyn

Wlnd
Cleanlng

07973 866462

welwynwindowcleaning.co.uk




Note:

Handel’s Messiah

25 June 2023

St Mary’s Church, Welwyn
Singers — 2pm
(Email milnerrobertl@me.com to register interest)
Performance — 6:30pm

Conductor: William Orr
Soprano: Rosanna Milner
Mezzo: Alla Alban
Tenor: Jeremy Hill
Bass: Robert Milner

Suggested donation: £15 from singers and audience
Money raised over expenses will be used for development of music at St Mary’s
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calering

Fabulows food for any occasion

Maria Sherriff
Welwyn Village - 07919 090419
mariasherriff@yahoo.com

WHITE HART

WELWYN

Restaurant, Bar,
Guestrooms & Function
Room

Family run pub offering a seasonal
A La Carte menu, signature Sunday
lunch & regular supper club.
The bar specializes in expertly
made cocktails, well kept beers &
good quality wines.

2 Prospect Place, Welwyn, AL6 gEN
°  www.whitehartwe

catherine@hertshearing.co.uk

~i\HertsHearihg

Codicote clinic with easy access

Home visits available
Hearing aids
@ W Hearing tests '\m\ 9
Wax removal
Custom ear plugs
A company that focuses on your unique
needs and prioritises care

with a personalised service.

Tel: 07495 65 50 84
www.hertshearing.co.uk
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Retirement of Church Warden

Sue Keach has just stepped down as Church Warden at Woolmer Green
after a total of 15 years of service to the church and community. Sue was
initially appointed by Alan Winton in 2002 and was Church Warden until
2008. She was subsequently reappointed in 2014 and has remained in the
post until this year.

What do they say when a job needs doing? “Ask a busy person” and that is
true of Sue.

We became a Training Parish some time ago. Sue has kindly settled six
new curates into the village and helped them to find their way around their
new community. There is always a period of time from one curate going
and another arriving. These are called inter-regnums and can last many
months. In these periods Sue has been a constant in the church. She is
very good at keeping in touch with people and one could say that she is a
“people person”. She is also a good cook and, many a time, there will be a
knock on the door and a gift of food is presented to someone having a
difficult time, which has been greatly appreciated.

Sue gets on quietly and without fuss with anything that needs to be done,
whether in the church or in the community of Woolmer Green. The most
recent has been the “Warm Space” in the Village Hall during the winter.
She is very family orientated as well and is a busy grandmother. She
enjoys reading and is passionate about support for Christian Aid.

It must also be said that Sue’s husband, Tony, has been a great support to
her and St Michael’s has benefited from Tony’s DIY skills.

At the Service on the 7th of May Sue was presented with Thank You cards
and a Voucher expressing the thanks and good wishes from everyone at St
Michael’s.

Going forward, the jobs required of a Church Warden will need to be
distributed amongst the wider congregation and I am sure St Michael’s will
be serving the people of Woolmer Green for many years to come.

Christine Allday
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Welwyn Festival Programme 2023

FRIDAY 24th JUNE — SATURDAY 2nd JULY
SATURDAY 24th June

THE STREET MARKET.
9.00am — 12.30pm Over 60 stalls, plus the hurdy gurdy man.

SUNDAY 25th June

Welwyn Fun Runs in Panshanger Park in aid of Festival Charities

9.30am. 10Kkm . Chip timing, unique wooden medals for all finishers. For
further details go to www.welwyn10k.org.uk

9.40am. Family 2Kkm. For further details go to www.welwyn10k.org.uk

Come and Sing Event.

2.00pm - 6.30 pm. Handel’s Messiah at St. Mary’s Church See page 17 in
this magazine for more information

Walk Through Welwyn Quiz.

3.00 pm. — 5.00pm. Meet outside the White Hart to collect your quiz pack.
Come and and join in with the Welwyn Street Quiz. Working in teams of
between 2 and 4 people, you will have 2 hours to search for solutions to
pictorial, cryptic and other questions based on observation of features in the
village streets. Have a well earned drink in the White Hart while your efforts are
judged. There will be small prizes for the winning teams and the result will be
announced by 17.30. Cost £5 person.
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Welwyn Festival Programme 2023

MONDAY 26th June

7.30pm Discover Welwyn Village with Sandra and George. Welwyn is
steeped in varied and interesting history. Join Sandra and George on their
legendary guided walking tour (created by archaeologist and historian
Tony Rook) and discover for yourself the rich, cultural and often amusing
features of our very special village. Comfortable pace, approx 2 -2 72 ours
with midway stop for refreshments. Meet at Fire Station. In the event of
heavy rain, please check with Sandra on 07802 725423 in case the walk
has to be cancelled.

8.00pm Dr Roger Aubrey, ‘Examples of prehistoric stones and religious art
through the centuries to modern times’. Refreshments. Church House.

TUESDAY 27th June

7.30pm Discover Welwyn Village with Sandra and George (for further
detail please see Monday)

WEDNESDAY 28th June

8.00 pm — 10.00pm . Welwyn Film Record Society. Films from 1972,
1987, 2002 Main Hall, Civic Centre.

THURSDAY 29th June

8.00pm — 10.00pm . Welwyn Film Record Society. Films from 1978,
1993, 2008 Main Hall, Civic Centre.

SATURDAY 1st July

11.00am - 6.00pm Digswell Arts Fellows and Print Members in Hertford
Road, Digswell, AL6 0BU invite you to meet them in their studios. Not
normally open to the public, you will have the opportunity to look behind the
scenes and chat with the artists about their creative processes. A range of
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Welwyn Festival Programme

contemporary art will be exhibited, including sculpture, printmaking and
painting. Work will also be available to purchase. Free event

THE FANCY DRESS PARADE

12.50 pm for 1.00 pm start 1960/70s from the High Street to
Singlers Marsh

FAMILY FUN DAY

1.00pm - 5.00pm - Singlers Marsh, Codicote Road

Classic Cars on the Marsh

Plus the old favourites : Punch and Judy, children’s rides, tea tent, face
painting, ice creams, beer tent, plate smash, tombola, raffle etc.

FUN DAY ARENA PROGRAMME
Judging of Fancy Dress
Pubs and Social Clubs ‘Tug of War’ Competition
Dog Show entrants assemble by the arena
Scruffs Dog Show
Kid’s Races and Tug of War
Big Raffle Prize Draw
Duck Race by 1st Welwyn Scouts and Guides on the
River Mimram, Singlers Marsh. Race starts at 4.45pm. 2000 race
ready ducks will head down the Mimram from the tea tent to the
bridge Prizes £50, £25 and £10.
Tickets available via 1st Welwyn Scouts website, at Street Market,
the QVM Charity Shop and Fun Day itself,

SUNDAY 2nd July

I1am - 4pm Digswell Arts Fellows and Print Members in Hertford Road,
Digswell, AL6 OBU invite you to meet them in their studios. Not normally open
to the public, you will have the opportunity to look behind the scenes and chat
with the artists about their creative processes. A range of contemporary art will
be exhibited, including sculpture, printmaking and painting. Work will also be
available to purchase. Free event
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Welwyn Festival Programme

SUNDAY 9th JULY

11.00am until 4.00pm Welwyn Tennis Open Day

Event includes free coaching and use of the courts facilities for juniors and
adults. Just turn up on the day, rackets and balls can be provided. There is
also a 30% off membership offer on the day.

We have retired Cuckoo in the Nest, but instead there will be a family-
friendly quiz trail in Welwyn Village using a free app ‘What3Words’ to
navigate from clue to clue.

Correct entries will go into a draw in two age groups 4-7 years and 8-11
vears. There will be prizes!

On the 24th of June a printed version including details on how to
participate will be available on the Welwyn Festival Stand at the Street
Market or from our website.

Parish Registers

St Mary’s Welwyn
Funeral Service
27th April Lilian Joyce Small
Burial at Trent Park Enfield

Harwood Park
19th April Clara Jean Slater

DA
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Summary of Rector’s report at theAnnual
Parochial Church Meeting

2022 began as church life was recover-
ing from a new variant of the Covid-19
virus that had almost closed churches
for their Christmas services. But the
New Year marked the first time in two
years in which churches and their activ-
ities began to return to normal. This
was not with immediate effect and
many activities did not return to pre-
pandemic levels and indeed still have
not done so, particularly work with chil-
dren and families. As ever more volun-
teers are needed to help with that work.

Then Russia invaded Ukraine which is
still having tragic consequences. War in
Europe in the 21% century is almost un-
believable. Welwyn and Woolmer
Green continue to host refugees from
that conflict and thanks go out from our
churches to those who were and those
who remain involved. A church vigil at
the beginning of the conflict greatly
increased awareness of what was un-
folding in Ukraine and people respond-
ed generously with offers of hosting,
goods, services and cash. This contin-
ued throughout the year — recently an
ambulance that was bought with donat-
ed funds set off for Ukraine laden with
goods from Welwyn and Woolmer
Green donors. Much of the money used
to buy the ambulance and contents was
raised through St Mary’s and St
Michael’s fund raising efforts, not least
the pantomime.

As we all know, that war led to a big
increase in the cost of fuel and power.
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The churches played their part by
providing warm spaces in both Welwyn
and Woolmer Green as well as support-
ing local food banks and by making
‘open table’ goods available to the local
community. However, the churches
themselves are not immune from these
cost increases. One estimate suggests
that the utility bills over both churches
could be as much as £23,000 more in
2023 than in 2022. It is also estimated
that this year the parish will incur a loss
of about £35,000 due to increased costs,
so clearly there is a need to increase
income. Ways in which you could help:
If you donate regularly could you in-
crease your regular giving? If regular
donors increased their donations by
10% it would raise £14,000 more annu-
al income. If you donate occasionally
could you consider signing up for regu-
lar giving? If fifteen new donors signed
up to the Parish Giving Scheme, donat-
ing £50/month with Gift Aid, it would
raise an additional £11,250 annual in-
come. Are you able to make a one-off
donation or remember St Mary’s or St
Michael’s in your will?

In May our churches again supported
some of the poorest people in the world
outside Europe by raising funds for
Christian Aid. The annual quiz is a
good contributor to this effort and will
take place again in 2023 and it is hoped
that a sponsored swim will also contrib-
ute significantly this year. Details of
these events were published in last
month’s magazine on pages 20 and 21.



All told, last year our parish raised in
excess of £17,000 for local and inter-
national charities.

Turning to some of the brighter events
of last year, we welcomed our new
curates Christie and Ryan Gilfeather
who have had a great start to their min-
istry in Welwyn and Woolmer Green.
Christie was rather ‘thrown in at the
deep end’ when the Rector tested posi-
tive for Covid at 10 pm on the evening
prior to the renewed children’s Holi-
day Club. At very short notice Christie
took over and led the team, managing
a good number of children (or should
that be a number of good children?) for
a week that was as full of fun, learning
and fellowship as previous Holiday
Clubs have been. In addition to their
ministry duties Christie and Ryan are
both undertaking PhDs and both are
due to be ordained as priests by Bishop
Jane of Hertford at a service to be held
at St Mary’s on Sunday July 2™. You
are invited to attend.

In September Mr Robert Milner joined
St Mary’s as Director of Music. The
choir and organ are flourishing under
his guidance. We are particularly
pleased that he has re-started the junior
choir and, together with the Rector,
has introduced choral scholarships.
Additionally St Mary’s is delighted to
host a series of concerts on the second
Saturday of the month organised by
Stephen Foster, while St Michael’s
continues to be grateful to Penny
Howes who leads their choir and mu-
sic.

The parish continues to benefit finan-
cially from the use of St Michael’s for
their services by the Romanian Ortho-
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dox Church, who have proven to be a
caring and faithful community. There
were concerns that some might leave
our church and join theirs but appar-
ently the prospect of services begin-
ning at 5:30 am has had a deterrent
effect.

Then there was the joy and pleasure of
the late Queen Elizabeth’s Platinum
Jubilee followed only a few short
months later by the sadness of her
death. After a life of the most extraor-
dinary service inspired by her deep
Christian faith some may well consider
that there is a case to be made for the
Church of England to make her a saint.

Talking of saints, Mary Westley is re-
tiring after twenty years outstanding
service as head of Welwyn St Mary’s
School. Stuart Whiteland, currently
head at All Saints school at Datch-
worth, has been chosen to continue
where Mary left off, starting in Sep-
tember. Mary will be a hard act to fol-
low although whether the Church of
England will make her a saint is less
certain.

Sue Keach is retiring as Church War-
den at Woolmer Green after being in
the post for fifteen years. There is a
separate tribute to Sue on page 19

On the subject of retirements Canon
Philip Waller will retire at the begin-
ning of September. Many thanks go to
Philip from the people of Codicote for
his ministry and best wishes for his
retirement.

Précised by David Hughes
5th May 2023



ONLY THE LONELY

“Know the way I feel tonight
Only the Lonely
Know this feeling ain’t right”

Some of us may remember this song written by Roy Orbison in 1960. The lyrical
context was of romantic love but the underlying issue of a feeling which “ain’t
right” is relevant today in a much wider context.

The US surgeon general has called loneliness a “profound public health challenge”.
According to Dr Rangan Chaterjee, a British GP, “loneliness is on the rise and
people with fewest social ties were three times more likely to die prematurely than
those with most. Being lonely means you are 30% more likely to have a stroke or a
heart attack. High social stress is an even bigger risk factor for dying from a
chronic disease than physical inactivity, alcohol intake and smoking combined.”

Cary Cooper, professor of organisational psychology and health at Manchester
Business School, says “Men have always had a problem with loneliness because
they often have trouble establishing close relationships outside the family”. Thirty
years ago when I first moved into School Lane it was very noticeable that single
women, whether widows, divorcees or unmarried, would walk down to the High
Street in pairs whereas single men were always alone. More recently I have
observed that the women also walk alone. Is there a loneliness epidemic migrating
to women as well?

Loneliness is an affliction often closely associated with old age but research
contradicts this. 20% of 35 to 44 year olds feel lonely compared with 13% of over
65s while 18 to 34 year olds are more likely to feel lonely than the over 55s. Many
reasons for this are postulated: working from home, social interactions dominated
by social media, and for men the decline of pub culture, for instance. For me the
biggest social divide is not skin colour, creed, ethnicity or politics; it is
generational. Pubs and clubs are either for the old or young and there seem to be
few locations where all generations can easily mix, get to know each other and
simply have fun.

The Times recently ran some stories of individual experiences of loneliness. A
leading journalist had a 29 year old son who took his life because of loneliness.
The father was unable to help because he also was lonely. A writer became lonely
after her son left for university and a subsequent divorce soon made it worse. She
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ONLY THE LONELY

couldn’t bear the prospect of being pitied, felt isolated and would go out by
herself into the city centre merely to be among people but with whom she had no
contact. Her acute loneliness gave rise to chest pains which, fortunately, were not
indicative of a heart condition but nonetheless were still very unpleasant. And
then a thirty three year old single female writer who shared a flat with a
previously unknown flat mate and who simply enjoyed the vicarious company of
the noises coming from her flatmate’s social life, having no successful social life
of her own. Gym life resolved nothing; as she rightly says it is hard to strike up a
conversation puffing on a treadmill. She gets more pleasure talking to people on
a dog-borrowing app.

I know two older people, one a lady in her late eighties and the other a man in his
mid-nineties, who find loneliness so excruciating that they both openly express
their wish to die. The lady has mobility issues and emerging dementia. She has
carers who are very kind but she never goes out and sometimes would call me in
the early hours simply because she was desperate for some conversation. The
man is physically fit for his age and mentally competent but suffers from poor
eyesight and hearing. These disabilities prevent him from doing what he enjoys;
he is very capable with computerised images and he used to enjoy books and
listening to music. He is surrounded by a large and loving family but this does
not prevent the feeling of isolation. His deafness means he cannot join in family
conversations. The combination of boredom and loneliness is lethal.

In Welwyn the church and its community, with its lunches, the community café,
Fellowship etc. provide much support for older people in the village. |
(determinedly not part of the church community) and others welcome this and,
insofar as our different beliefs permit, support it. But it seems to me that this
represents only a small part of our community and, if the data is correct, we are
missing out those younger generations who are most prone to loneliness and who
perhaps have a greater need than us for support. In a society which in too many
respects has become afragmented, how do we resolve this? The answers are not
easy to find but we would live in a happier world if we could.

Barry Northrop
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KING CHARLES III - THE DAY ONE SCHOOL MET
THEIR “PRINCE CHARMING”

Now the coronation has happened, fond memories return

Of a visit once made to a school where a future King would learn
Of how young children were taught to strive for the “best”

To achieve well, but have fun as well was the test

How did this happen to a school in Slough?

We certainly didn’t call ourselves highbrow

We loved what we did to make school a joy

No one was left out, not a single girl or boy

So the Head was invited to meet the Prince one day

She went to Highgrove, he wanted to hear what she had to say
He gave 100 primary schools a challenge we rose to

It was one we never had cause to rue

To use our “best” teachers to train the rest

So that we could give the Nation the “best of the best”

We went back one year later to show what we had done

And the Headteacher issued a public invitation as a bit of fun

As the poet said, “Come friendly bombs and drop on Slough”
She invited him to visit the friendliest “bomb” who ran a school there now!
He was due to visit when sadly his grandmother died

And we acknowledged that we would be put aside

But no, he honoured his promise to 420 children, to all of us

Oh boy, did the press want to make a fuss!

We gave him a visit full of fun and laughter

We heard his laugh as it hit the rafter

He made ladybirds with children who were four years old

The Head even took him to see the cartoons on the toilet wall - she was so
bold!
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He put tiny cakes in his pocket for later, to fill him to the brim

And we gave him a chair to protect his bad back, we looked after him
He attended an assembly where the children had written a special prayer
They wanted him to enjoy his life and to take care

They asked God to protect him, let him have a ball

But keep him safe, don’t let him off his polo pony fall

His security wanted to keep the world outside our fence

After all they did have reason to be tense

But he was adamant that families should be a part of the children’s day too
They loved him for his friendliness and warmth, then sadly we had to bid him
adieu

We sent him the ladybird he had made at school

We hope it made him smile, we thought it was really cool

The children were so excited to meet this very special man

He was kind and funny and each person he met soon became a fan
Charles is definitely a peoples’ King

And our children loved our “Prince Charming”

He listens and actively engages with the things he hears

And has been able to make a difference throughout the years

I offered never to wash my cheek after his kiss goodbye

He laughed as he suggested that I should try!

May his reign peace and joy to him bring

And with others I say, God save the King!

Brenda Bigland CBE
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Woolmer Green Parish Council

Annual Parish Meeting

The Woolmer Green Annual Parish Meeting was held on 18 April at the Village
Hall. The Parish Council was joined by our Borough Councillors and County
Councillor and some members of the public. It was an opportunity to review the
2022/23 year and the achievements and to look ahead to 2023/24 and discuss is-
sues from around the village.

The Chairman of the Parish Council, Councillor Andy Gribble, thanked all the
councillors in attendance and particularly thanked the Clerk, Janet Pearce, who
continues to do so much to keep Woolmer Green and the Parish Council running
smoothly.

He also announced that the Woolmer
Green Parish Shield would be present- M=
ed to local resident, Jenny Hawkins,
for her fabulous work in maintaining
the village planters. They get so many 8
compliments and are always a cheerful g
welcome to the village. The main pro-
ject that the Parish Council had deliv-
ered in 2022 had been the refurbish-
ment of the tennis court which is now
available for anyone to use free of
charge.

County Councillor Tony Kingsbury spoke about his work for Woolmer Green.
Each year he is allocated some budget to use for the areas he covers and he noted
that his highways funding had been used to resurface the end of Mardleybury
Road in 2022. In 2023/24 he will fund the removal of the dropped kerb at The
Chequers where the former car park entrance has been closed off. There was a
discussion about the proposals in the Safer Routes to School plans and it is hoped
that some of the plans can be put into place soon.

Woolmer Green resident, Judith Watson, kindly gave an update on behalf of St
Michael’s church to the meeting. The church had welcomed a new curate, Rev’d
Christie Gilfeather, during the year and had successfully provided a Warm Wel-
come space at the Village Hall over the winter months. It has also hosted a food
table in the church for those who need it. She thanked the Parish Council for the
grant given to the church and expressed thanks to Jackie Castle from the Red Lion
for her fund raising and raffles in aid of the church.
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PAINTER & DECORATOR

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

DULUX NETWORK MEMBER

TEL: 01707 266118

( KNEBWORTH )
ELECTRICAL

Elccirical Fagingers & Condrasion

REPAIRS TO:
s DISHWASHERS
* WASHING MACHINES
* TUMELE DRYERS
* OVENS

Tel: (01438) 812236
\_ Mobile: 07778 035182 .

WELWYN GARDEN CITY

CAMPUS CLUB
In 1965 it was the first Probus Club
Now there are thousands worldwide
A friendly Lunch Club for retired
gentlemen
We meet on the first Thursday of every
month at the Homestead Court Hotel for
an excellent 3-course lunch followed by a
good speaker
A chance to meet and socialise with
friends, old and new in pleasant
surroundings. Come and join us!
Full details are on our website
www.campusclubwgc.org.uk
Membership Secretary Tony Salsi
membership@campusclubwgc.org.uk
01707 391517

*hkkkk
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SOCIETY

121 LONDON ROAD, KNEBWORTH, HERTS., SG3 6EX
01438 811905 e. alantriog@aol .com

Periodicals
Books

Stationery
Mailing

Parish Magazines
Programmes
Laminating

Raffle Tickets

Posters
Scanning
Start Ups
Calendars

ACCOUNTANCY & BOOK-KEEPING SERVICES
Specialists To The Self-Emploved & Small Business

Self-Assessment Tax Returns/Financial Accounts
Book-Keeping/V.A. T./P.A.Y.E./C.I.S. Schemes etc.

Contact - Steve or Anne Vine on 01438 717105
31 Wilga Road-Welwyn-Herts-AL6 9PT
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Woolmer Green Parish Council

Parish Council election results

Parish Councillors are elected for a 4 year term and it was the end of the current
councillors’ term of office in 2023. All of us decided to stand again for another
four year term and as we were the only candidates no election was required and
we have all been re-appointed.

The Woolmer Green Parish Councillors for the next 4 years will be Phil Corke,
Tim Dix, Andy Gribble, Sarah Hall, Rob Horton and Grant Pinney. At the May
Parish Council Meeting, which has not taken place at the time of writing, we will
assign roles to the councillors so there will be an update on that next month.

Sarah Hall
Woolmer Green Parish Council
sarah.hall@woolmergreenpc.org.uk

Community Lunch is back

The Welwyn village community lunch team are delighted to share the good news
(which you may already have heard!) that our special “Everyone is Welcome,
community lunch” has restarted with gusto! And it’s fabulous to once again see
familiar and, we’re pleased to say, some new faces.

Our lunch started several years before the pandemic; a chance to get together
once a month with friends and neighbours.

At 1.00pm we meet in the Church House for a glass of something white, red or
fruity! Then follows a little appetiser to get the taste buds going. Each month we
serve a different main course and fudding, finishing with tea or coffee.

Every month we post the date and the menu for the lunch on the Church railings
and in other places around the village.

We ask you to book, please, by putting £15 in an envelope and handing it into
Danesbury Charity Shop. Write your name and your telephone contact on the
envelope and if you’ve a special dietary request, write that on there too. We give
£2 per person of this to our lovely St Mary’s Church for their Church Fabric
Fund.

Look forward to seeing you all at the next lunch!

Dates: June 26", July 31%, Sept 25" Oct 23™ and Nov 27" — All Mondays at
1.00pm!
Mavis (01438 487851) & Maria (07919 090419)
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At UK Railtours we’re justly proud of being family

owned and Hertfordshire based since 1978. Many UK RAI LTOURS.
people associate a train journey with their daily grjin's favourite Rait Tour Operator
commute to work, very much a ‘grudge purchase’

and hardly a memorable experience.

‘ train with like-minded travelling companions, things
are very different. There really is a pleasurable side to
rail travel and it’s here ready for you to enjoy to the full!

We offer great value Standard Class fares, with an onboard
buffet car providing a range of refreshments, or for the ultimate
rail experience travel in First Class Dining and enjoy the bestin
British menus, prepared onboard by our experienced chefs.

o
e
“~r

=~

www.ukrailtours.com
tel 01438 715050 (Mon Fri 10 4) email: info@ukrailtours.com

DATCHWORTH ROOFING

Fascia - Soffit - Gutters - Cladding - Tiling
UVPC - Roof Repairs - Cleaning - Flat Roofing

07983 176318

Datchworthroofing.co.uk | info@datchworthroofing.co.uk
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We invited people, via
facebook, to send us
photographs of their street
parties . Only one person
responded. We are pleased
to publish one of the
photographs sent in by Mat
Lutkin of one of his sons
enjoying his tea at the
Welwyn Street Party

™

- -

Herts at War project

“D Day Bombers The Veterans’ Story”

Steve Darlow
7.00pm for 7.30pm Thursday 15th June
Welwyn Civic Centre
No Entrance free but booking in advance requested
Information and booking at
www.hertsatwar.co.uk/events

fj%“ Welwyn Natural History Society ;E
% “More about moths” %
% Jono Forgham /ﬁ
X 8.00pm on Wednesday 28th June X
X Welwyn Civic Centre o
X Members free non members £4.00 o
X Annual membership £15.00 X
Fi More information at: X

2 https://www.welwynnaturalhistorysociety.co.uk/ ﬂ'j':\

R I 5 s 2% K 6 R R % R R R R 2R R R R R R R
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Planting Design Services

welwxin

TENNIS CLUB

TENNIS FOR ALL

NINE COURTS, EIGHT FLOODLIT
TWO WINTER INDOOR COURTS
FABULOUS 4 COURT KIDS’ ZONE
CARDIO TENNIS
WELL APPOINTED CLUBHOUSE AND BAR

Garden & border planting designs SOCIAL AND COMPETITIVE TENNIS

<

% Seasonal containers & baskets FI,UIEIL;,"}1%&%3:?\:;“{?:2&“‘;;?;&5
< Advice & recommendations i

'E' Plaﬂt & t!-ee sou [-ngg MEMBERSHIP: welwyntennisclub.membership@gmail.com

% Planting services EOACHINES

% Residential & commercial plans

Katie Mitchell - 07535 878033 —
katie@twigsandbloomsgardens.co.uk | IR A0 ’

i Playing Fields
www.twigsandbloomsgardens.co.uk i

ALLWOOD...

Quality Cars At Affordable Prices - Over 80 cars in stock online
Branches in Welwyn Garden City & Waltham Cross

We Buy Your Car Call Us Today

For A Valuation
Your Local & Independent Car Buyer
Specialists in Classic Car buying

www.Allwoodautos.co.uk & www.tewincars.co.uk

Mobile: 07747 604 760




A military hero and a cricketer at Ayot St Peter

At the back of the old churchyard in Ayot St Peter is a stone in
the style of a Celtic cross, with the badge of the Kings Own
Royal Rifle Corps near the base of the stem, inscribed: Capt.
Christopher Egerton Balfour, D.S.O. born 14 August 1872,
served in the defence of Ladysmith and throughout the Boer
War, died 29 August 1907.

The burial register records that Capt. Balfour’s address was

Sherrards, Welwyn, the home of his uncle, Robert Drummond

Balfour, his father’s brother. According to a newspaper article from the time,
Capt. Balfour had been suffering from a long illness, and moved to Welwyn to
stay with his uncle to see if the change of air would be beneficial.

Christopher Egerton Balfour entered the King’s Royal Rifle Corps in 1893, be-
coming a lieutenant in 1896 and later captain. He served briefly in India and
then in South Africa, where he was in Ladysmith during the siege, and was ap-
pointed aide-de-camp to Sir Neville Lyttelton. Capt. Balfour was awarded his
DSO for services in South Africa. He married Dorothy Cecilia Paget in 1902
and their first daughter Cecilia Chrystina was born in 1903. A second daughter,
May Lettice, was born in 1907 shortly after her father’s death.

Several of the Balfours were good cricketers, including Capt. Balfour’s father
Archibald, who played for the MCC, and Robert Drummond who played for
Cambridge University and the MCC. Robert Drummond Balfour played for
Scotland against the Gentlemen of Surrey at the Oval in July 1865. This is rec-
ognised as the first ever “capped” game by Scotland (ie. a representative 11 a
side match).

In recent years, national cricket teams have allocated a number to their players
to show the order in which they represented their country. Scotland have fol-
lowed this trend, allocating numbers right back to that first ever game. As Rob-
ert Drummond Balfour was the player whose name came closest to the start of
the alphabet, he was allocated player number 1, although of course this hap-
pened after his death. Interestingly, the Balfours did not seem to have any close
link to Scotland, and experts at Cricket Scotland believe that Robert was proba-
bly asked by a cricketing friend to “make up the numbers”.

Robert Drummond Balfour and his wife Catherine Elizabeth are buried in Wel-
wyn Cemetery.

Valerie Richards
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Oakview Lodge Care iy gt L T

& Nursing Home

Oakview Lodge Care & Nursing Home provides
the highest standards of family-led nursing

& residential care. Our home is luxurious cnd
beautifully furnished, whilst retaining a warm
family atmosphere that makes Oakview Lodge
feel extra special.

To find out more cibout life in our care
home, contact us on or email

e 01707 375 345
@ Princes Avenue, Welwyn Garden City, AL7 4DT

o www.countrycourtcare.com

Gary Gibson

Welwyn & surrounding areas.

Ring for a reliable, friendly service. All jobs considered including floor laying,
door hanging, lock fitting, cupboard making, kitchens & general maintenance.

01438 712458 Mobile 07840 766182

SHIRES PEST CONTROL
_ AK.C.

Plumbing Services
Free Chrotaion «ye Call G Charge

o AN Wik Dinderiaken
WASPS- RODENTS — MOLES M,,,ﬁ;;:,g:;gms
Mobile: 07890 131174 Office: 01438358966
Tel: 01767 315101 B it anttas@onetook com 5385
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Welwyn Parish Council

You will have read in last month’s article by Marj Otty
that she is stepping down as Chair, with a new Chair to be
elected by Councillors following the recent elections
(more of which later). So, with no contributor
immediately available, the Magazine’s whippers-in have
dragged-in this scribe to deliver this month’s Parish

Council article!

My first duty must be to thank Marj for keeping us in line during her term of
office. She took over the reins as Chair from me and [ must say that she has done
a super job. It’s not that councillors are unruly or difficult to control but we are
opinionated, eager to advance our views and above all want to do our best for our
community. Marj has guided us gently back to the topic in hand, yet allowed all
to have our legitimate say. She has worked behind the scenes with clerks to
ensure that administration runs smoothly and we have been a better Council for
her leadership. It is excellent that she will remain a councillor for Oaklands
ward.

By the time you read this, the Local Elections will have been and gone and we
will have new councils and members at both parish and borough levels, so I
thought I’d use this opportunity to ruminate on local democracy and local
government. Why is this important when so much decision-taking and power is
centralised at Westminster (or even at County)? In my view it is precisely for
that reason. All national governments tend to be control freaks and restrict all the
important matters and decisions to themselves, so “local” matters (i.e. regarding
the area one loves and where one usually lives) could be relegated to seeming
insignificance when running the country. So very local matters (arguably trivial
ones on the national scale but significant locally) were decreed the province of
local government, which over many years evolved into our present four tier
system: national, then councils at county, borough (or district) and parish (or
town) level. Many countries have an equivalent system but the areas of
responsibility and authority vary, as do the ability to tax and to invest.

Continued on page 40
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Pro ect

INCLUSION
MATTERS

Come and join our multi-award-
winning innovative initiative that
promotes a healthy, social and
active lifestyle for adults with
Learning Disabilities and Autism.

v Pick-ups and drop-offs
v 3:1and 1:1 ratios
\/ Person-centred

Days, evenings & weekends

Outstanding Yy
QCJIEQudhly
Commission

SOLD i
01438 718877

www.bryanhishop.co.uk
1N BUSINESS LOCALLY FOR OVER 45 VEAIS

Martin Bishop F.N.A.E.A

* Specialist marketing for every

property . ) .
Ty duery Bn]a‘n Blsll'nop and Partners are an mdepenc"lent second-generation

property family business headed by the owner Martin Bishop. Having worked as
« Prominent Rightmove an Estate Agent in Welwyn for 40 years.

presence

* Accompanied viewings
“The property Industry is changing rapidly, and we have adapted to
meet the challenge”

CALL or EMAIL THE SPECIALISTS
martin.bishop@bryanbishop.co.uk or 01438 71 88 77
www.bryanbishop.co.uk
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Welwyn Parish Council

Continued from page 38

Local government (which has quite considerable powers) is meant to alleviate
the gap between the rarified air-breathing, ambrosia-supping MPs and us hoi
polloi, bringing the electorate closer to their elected representatives, who should
be better-placed to deal with local issues. We are fortunate that our MP, despite
being a cabinet minister, remains close to his constituency and takes an active
interest in local issues. Equally, our County Councillor is not only a Borough
Councillor, but like all of our Borough and Parish Councillors, resides within the
parish (one exception lives a stone’s throw outside the boundary). I don’t want
to turn this into a grand back-slapping exercise nor be accused of lauding any
political party (the reasons why an area returns elected members of any specific
party are way beyond this article’s scope and my pay grade — “Philosophy
Politics and Ecnomics” was never my subject). Irrespective of any party
allegiance, we all do our best to represent residents’ interests.

Welwyn Parish Council has 11 councillors (2 each from Digswell, Oaklands and
Mardley Heath and 5 from Welwyn village — not a major exercise in
gerrymandering but the results of the independent Electoral Commission’s
consideration of the population distribution and the “ideal” number of elected
members per capita). Election frequency and scope vary nationally and in
Welwyn we elect all parish councillors every four years. To support or provide
for local democracy I think two things are needed — people who are prepared to
stand as councillors and people who are prepared to demonstrate interest and
elect them by voting. It is a great pity that local elections across England are
generally poorly-supported: few are prepared to offer themselves as
representatives and many people are unwilling to extract themselves from their
homes to go to vote, photo ID or not. In our recent elections, for two Welwyn
Hatfield Borough Council seats the turnout for Welwyn East ward was 35.7%
and for Welwyn West, 41.3%. The results could have been completely different
if more had voted (a postal vote means absence or mobility issues does not lead

to disenfranchisement).
Continued on page 42
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Petergg%rby Tracie tfarris Living

o — Clinical Hypnotherapisrt,
ANTIQUES RESTORATION NLP & CBT Therapy
over 40 years experience sessions for children,
All Repairs, Inc. Modern, Polishing teenagers S adults

Fully Insured, No VAT.

Mobile: 07803 895937
Tel: 01920 821973 07957 421739

e.mail: peterworby56@gmail.com www.tracieharrisliving.com

Free consultations available

CG ACCOUNTING LIMITED

Offering accounting, bookkeeping & tax services to suit all businesses

PAYE, Payroll, VAT, Self-assessment, Management Accounts,
Annual Accounts Compliance

Contact Caroline on

Mobile: 07786 863050 Email: info@cgaccounting.co.uk

’ Gill's Bathrooms & Kitchens
36 Burrowfield

- . = Welwyn Garden City
BATHROOMS & KITCHENS Herts AL7 4SR

www.gillsbathrooms.co.uk | www.gillskitchens.co.uk

1— S
Don’t move. '

Improve! -

Here at Gill's we believe that the kitchen and bathroom are the most important rooms in
your home and we're here to help you create that perfect space - whatever your style.
Get in touch today to find out how we can help make your dream home.

+ Kitchen & Bathroom Installation * Plumbing & Heating * Property Maintenance

Give us a call

01707 371707

Email us
sales@gillsbathrooms.co.uk
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Welwyn Parish Council

Continued from page 40

At parish council level, if at election time we have 11 candidates for our 11
“seats” then there is no need for an election per se and all candidates are
deemed to be elected. That is what happened this year. If we have fewer than
11 candidates then those standing are deemed to be elected and we then need
to fill any vacancies by co-opting individuals. This inevitably raises possible
issues of personal bias, skewing of council make-up and cronyism (none of
which I have ever witnessed) but it is not a satisfactory long-term solution or
one to be oft-repeated. Regrettably, across the country, parish councils have
many co-opted members. In our case, if more than 11 candidates offer
themselves (or more than one at a by-election caused by resignation or any
other reason) then a proper election is required. However, we can never
anticipate a “no election” situation and all prospective councillors — both
incumbents and newcomers, have to register using the most infuriatingly
complex, confusing and repetitious form (I think some bureaucrat specially
designed it to put people off). Thanks to our clerk, Caroline, who guided us all
through the process and helped enormously with questions; as it happened it
was not required.

There is a further reason why it is important to elect and not co-opt: the
Localism Act 2011 introduced the General Power of Competence (GPC) for
Local Councils. This considerably widened their scope and capabilities but it
has to be applied for and the qualification criteria are that two thirds or more
councillors have to be elected and the clerk must hold at least one of the sector
-specific qualifications. Welwyn Parish Council has held the GPC for a
number of years.

A parish election costs around £10K (a charge levied by the Borough Council
for undertaking all the necessary mechanics including publicity, printing,
polling supervision and vote counting) and although we would rather not
spend that and continue to retain it in our reserves for another time, that is no
reason to restrict democratic choice and deny a properly representative council.

Continued on page 44
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[Foot Fit |

Caroline Davies
Dip.CFHP MPSPract(FHP)

07747 346181
Home Visits

® Reduction of
thickened nails.

e Removal of painful
corns and callus.

¢ Management of
cracked heels

¢ Treatment of fungal
nail infections and

verrucae. ;
& Ingrown toenail
e Nail rimming. treatment.
& L
authority

9

WOOLMER GREEN
HALL

AVAILABLE TO HIRE
for parties, meetings, clubs,
conferences.

Licensed for wedding &
civil ceremonies.

Foot Health Professional

WOOLMER GREEN
MARKET

Food & Craft
Fourth Sunday of the month
9am to 12pm

www.woolmergreenpc.org.uk
Tel: 0370 777 6132

Hassle Free Dry Cleaning 2 Your Door

Let Top2Toes do the dirty work for you
Free Collection and Delivery

¥/ Special offer for
Welwyn Readers

£5 off

Allorders
£30ormeore 3@

Tops2Toes Immaculate dry cleaners offera
FREE pickup and delivery service with 24 hour
turnaround as they are based locally.

Phone 07582152 425 or 07773 333 278 - tops2toes.online - info@tops2toes.online
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Welwyn Parish Council

Continued from page 42

Our Council, like many/most parish councils, is essentially non-political in that
we do not divide on any party lines (indeed many do not declare any party
allegiance). We try to steer things for the benefit of the community we represent.
Being naive as to “politics” or council workings should not be a barrier — I was, at
the outset, but had excellent guidance from (then) existing councillors especially
the late John Blackburn. So please consider if you can offer yourself as a
potential councillor in the future. If you can’t put in the time (and it does take
personal time — meeting attendance, reading and preparation, discussions and
thinking) please consider coming along to either Full Council or committee
meetings (all are open to the public and their dates and agendas are on our
website).

Individual councillors or a council collectively can sometimes be subjected to
criticism and worse in social media. Perhaps those doing the mud-slinging might
like to step up and be a part of the solution for the criticism, which is often
largely unwarranted? In democracy you get what you are prepared to do to
support or defend. You don’t need to look too hard around our world to see
countries where criticism of those in power is not tolerated and representation is
anything but universal or equal. The aforementioned rigmarole of our little local
election makes it easy to understand Churchill’s observation that democracy is
the worst form of government — except for all the others that have been tried.
Although his observation was made having just lost the 1945 General Election, it
holds true at all levels — you get what you pay for and what you are prepared to
fight for, or at least participate in.

I hope this article sheds some light on the seemingly arcane aspects of local
councils. The next article will be penned by our new Chair, whoever they may
be; I look forward to working under their leadership! Now, back to trying to pull
the Neighbourhood Plan together — the subject of another article I think!
Bill Morris
01438 716667

office@welwynpc.org.uk

https://welwyn-pc.gov.uk/
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NEELIDENTISTRY
| 00000

General Dentistry. |
Childrens Dentistry.

Hygienist - Direct Access Available. l FOR MORE INFORMATION

Tooth Whitening. ORTO
‘ BOOK YOUR

NEW PATIENT EXAMINATION

Smile Makeovers.
Tooth Straightening - Braces.
Wrinkle Reduction / Facial Aesthetics.

VISIT AT
Dental Implants. l WWWNEELDENTISTRY.COM
. OR CALL
Nervous Patients Cared For.
01438 712713

Available Evening & Weekends.

NEEL DENTISTRY | 43 HIGH STREET |WELWYN |HERTS | AL6 9EE

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE LTD

All ground work undertaken Patios — fencing — driveways —
landscaping Maintenance — Mini digger and driver hire Contact:
Nick Darter Tel: 07958 433640/07951 603470

Email: nickdarter.ncd@gmail.com
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ST MARY’S - Welwyn

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Saturday

Confessions

Church Notice Board

www.welwyn.org.uk

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Parish Communion / Junior Church
6.30 pm Evensong (2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays)
9.00am Morning Prayer

9.30am Holy Communion

9.00 am Parish Prayers

By arrangement with the Clergy.

The Ministry of Counsel and Absolution is available to anyone who seeks it at any time.

Clergy Surgery Hour
Saturdays

10.00amto 11.00 am

A member of the team will be available in church for any enquiries. Mainly intended for
Baptisms or Weddings, but not exclusively restricted to those matters.

ST MICHAEL’S - Woolmer Green www.stmichaels-wg.org.uk

Sunday

1st and 4th Sundays
2nd Sunday

3rd Sunday

5th Sunday

AYOT ST PETER

1st Sunday

2nd and 5th Sundays
3rd Sunday

4th Sunday

11.15am

Parish Eucharist:
Family Service
All Age Eucharist
Morning Prayer

www.ayotstpeter.com

11.15am Matins: (Book of Common Prayer, King James’ Bible)
11.15am Holy Communion: (Book of Common Prayer, King James’ Bible)
11.15am Family Service: (Common Worship, NRSV Bible)

11.15am Parish Communion: (Common Worship, NRSV Bible)

EVANGELICAL CHURCH - Welwyn www.welwyn-evangelical.org.uk

Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday

9.45 am Bible Classes (All ages 7+)
11.00 am and 6.30 pm (Facilities for young children)
8.00 pm Bible Study (except 3rd Wednesday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH of the HOLY FAMILY - Knightsfield, Welwyn Garden City

Fr Norbert Ferbandes

T: 01707 323234 www.wgc-catholics.org.uk

DIGSWELL VILLAGE CHURCH www.digswellvillagechurch.org.uk

Methodist/Anglican LUG T: 01438 510391

1st and 3rd Sundays
2nd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday

11.00 am Methodist (1st Holy Communion)
11.00 am Anglican

11.00 am Family Service

11.00 am alternate Methodist/Anglican

*ekk
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bluebird
care*

de Independent

269 )
FIESS Physiotherapy &

\LBE(EN Sports Injury Clinic

Musculoskeletal conditions, sports
injuries, orthopaedic rehabilitation, back and
neck injuries and dizziness.

Treatments include:
soft tissue massage, manipulation,
mobilisation, exercise prescription,
ultrasound, electrotherapy,
hiotherapy laser & acupuncture

Podiatrist on Wednesday mornings

Opening hours
Warying times depending on days
Mon-Fri: from 8am to 7.30pm

Tel: 01438 716838

The Vineyards, 15a Codicote Road, Welwyn, AL6 SNE
www. phiysiovineyards.co.uk
practice@physiovineyards.co.uk

Call and talk to one of our friendly professionals today:

Care visits at home

We care passionately

For many people the questions
about care don't arise until
suddenly, there is a need.

Home care with Bluebird Care
can be anything from as little as
30 minutes up to several hours a
day, supporting you to remain as
independant as possible, living
the lifestyle you choose

01707 263 723

bluebirdcare.co.uk/welwyn-hatfield
welwynandhatfield@bluebirdcare.co.uk

e independently requlated

ACORN PLAYGROUP
& PRE-SCHOOL

from little acorns, great oak trees grow

OFSTED OUTSTANDING Nursery School
FREE PLACES Children Aged 2 To 4 Years*
LARGE Classrooms + Secure Garden
ESTABLISHED over 20 years
OPEN Mon to Fri term-time 9am — 4pm

LARGE CAR PARK easy access

blished in 1992 in Oaklands, now located in Welwyn Village

*Government funding for 2 year olds (criteria applies) and 3-4 year olds

Whitehill, Off SchoolLane
Welwyn, Hertfordshire AL6 SFN

For more information call 01438 840132
or visit www.acornwelwyn.com

O

standing
ly s provide
Registered Charity Number 1054698



Meditation Three and One

The first Sunday of June is the Feast of the Trinity. A unique feature of
Christian faith and traditions was the development of the doctrine of Trinity, in
which God is declared as being “Three Persons” sharing a single “substance”
or “essence” so that they are not three Gods but a unity of One essence.

Critics of the Christian faith often make reference to the great councils of
Nicea and Chalcedon that formulated that doctrine of the Trinity as being a
departure from a more simple faith in Jesus of Nazareth as messianic prophet,
and, constructing a Greek philosophical view of God at odds with such simple
faith. In the wake of certain “quests for the historical Jesus” in the last few
hundred years it has become commonplace for this charge to be made.
However despite this often modern and critical assault upon traditional
Christianity there are still grounds for belief in Christ revealed as Incarnate
Son of God and a thorough Trinitarian doctrine that can be defended on
biblical and historical grounds.

Reformed theologian Jurgen Moltmann has written a lot on the Trinity related
to Creation, Salvation and the greater completion of the Kingdom of God still
to come. There is the Word who expresses the character and will of the Father
and has always addressed human minds, who became joined to humanity in
Jesus, and the Spirit in co-operative work breathed and empowering all life
and their combined life of self -giving love. This is what it really means for us
to have “the image of God” as part of our make-up. God is communal and one,
and we are communal beings drawn in their unity and so also drawn into new
relationships together.

Wonderful unity to everlasting love
Each united and never separate
May we be equally united and renewed in your life

Colin Hull
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Bell Tower Secretary....
Book Stall........
Christian Aid....
Church Bookings (inc Ayot St Peter)
Church Fabric..................
Church House Manager...
Coffee Rota (St Mary's Welwyn, Sundays)...
Electoral Roll Officer....
Fair Trade....

::Vernonne Allan...
..Church Office
..Stuart Jenkin .

::Vernonne Allan...
..Diane Jenkin..
..Maggie Varco

Fellowship ...... ..Marcia Khan..
Flowers (St Mary’'s Welwyn) ..Jenny Wiseman..
Gift Aid Secretary......... i

Giving Action Group

Hand Bells (Arpeggios)
Play and Praise...
Sacristan.............
Sidespersons’ Rota.
Sunday Notices (by midday Tuesday)..
The Big Breakfast..
The Junior Choir-....
Time for God Group.

Welcome Team...

SCHOOLS

Welwyn St Mary’s C.E. Primary School............c.ccoveninin 15 London Road, Welwyn ALE 9DJ ........cccvvvveiiiinnnd 01438 714169
Acting Head teacher - Emma Phillips

Woolmer Green St Michael's Primary School..............cccccne. 01438 813267
Head teacher - Mrs Jan Martin

Oaklands JMI SChOOL...........cvveerrierirriiees e 01438 715278
Head teacher - Mr Tom Hassan

Tenterfield Nursery School and Children’s Centre
Head teacher - Mrs Vicky Beare

01438 714564

WELWYN MAGAZINE  e:mail: magazine@welwyn.org.uk

All articles and information for the magazine to be e:mailed to the magazine address above or placed in the ‘Magazine’
pigeon hole in St Mary’s Church. Publishers are the Churchwardens.

Editorial Team Daphne Skinner
Evelyne Welch
Joyce Davis

Nita Gowans....
Peter Branchflower.. 01438 717965
Rita McNeill..... 01438 880488
Tony Keach
Advertising Helen Thompsett adverts@welwyn.org.uk..............c.ccocoo.
Distribution Rita McNeil.... ..01438 880488

Treasurer Tony Keach 01438 716657



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY - J+.|ne 2023
11.00am/  Dementia Friend Dementia Friendly Community Café Digswell Hall
6th and 2Pth ) . Y Contact: Jane Andrews 0170 240 650 30 Harmer Green Lane,
2.00pm  Community Cafe ) ;
Jjane.andrews@homeinstead.§o.uk Welwyn
A-wonderfulwerd —
7th 2.00pm  Welwyn Floral Group Lee Berrill \(,Zvlgllst:ntre
Jjoycefurssedonn7@virginmedla.com v
8th 8.000m Garden Club Gardens of Easton Lodge Civic Centre, Main Hall
OP Welwyn tony@aacoxall.plus.com Welwyn
10th 12 noon Lunch Time Concert St Mary's Church
Welwyn
11th " hore——Crafl-and-Eamers-Market Civice Cantra,
t 1.30pm  Market clerk@welwynpc.org.uk - 01¢38 716667 Welwyn
) Painters in their Own Picturesf .
13th 2.30pm gfms@ﬂ,\/elw ’ Geoff Bennett %el}dms Church House
y Y marcia.khan.emk@gmail.com| v
BenesburyF Fermery: gardening and mainjenance Nature Reserve, Fernery
15th 10.00am N;:re F‘E'eysér”v'é"\‘/;/’o :k rou Nature Reserve: clearing and jabitat Management  Field (top North Ride)
PP chairman@danesburyfernery prg.uk Welwyn
Poisons for Medicine -Victoriah Pharmacists and
15th 7.300m W.I Quack Doctors - Graham Hgrison Oaklands Primary School
2P Mardley Heath Jean Stephens 01438 7146937/ Brenda Thomas Welwyn
01438 716571; secretary.mhWi@gmail.com
Say it with Flowers .
15th 7.30pm \El)vi.lswell Joyce Furssedonn \Egli"as%fellia”
9 Dimity.castellano@hotmail.cofn 9
7.00pm for : D Day Bombers The Veterand Story Civic Centre
15th 7.30pm Herts at War project www.hertsatwar.co.uk/events Welwyn
. . Rubbish Action Group Collectjon .
18th 11.00am ~ Ruphish Acton Group Contact: Sarah Butcher 07884 875977 cor Park opposite
v welwynrubbishactiongroup@gmail.com v gery
. Welwyn Week
23rd / 2nd}July Welwyn Festival See pages 20 0 23
25th 9.00am https://www.facebook.com/ M
Woolmer Green farmersmarketwoolmergreen/ Woolmer Green
28th 8.00 pm Welwyn Natural History More about moths Civic Centre
0P Society watson.winfield @btopenworld.com Welwyn
10.00am / . . o St Mary’s Church House
Tuesdays 12 noon Community Café Contact: Liz Hesketh 07825 193855 Welwyn
Secon e Mo
2-30pmt - Stivierys-ChtreirHotse———
Wednesday 3.450m Afternoon Book Club Contact: Joan Spruce 01438 840821 Welwyn
of month
2.00pm/ . : . . St Mary’s Church House
Thursde 3.00pm Arpeggio Bell Ringers Contact: Paulline Anderson 01438 716783 Welwyn
7.00pm / . . . St Mary’s Church House
Thursdays 10.00pm Welwyn Bridge Club Contact: Cheri Pemberton 01438 360522 Welwyn
10.00am / . . : . St Mary’s Church House
Saturdays 11.30am Fairtrade Café Contact: Maggie Varco 01438 715450 Welwyn



