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Editor Note
We normally publish reports on activities and meetings
occurring in Welwyn village and the immediate areas, but
some activities have inevitably been cancelled due to
Covid-19. If any reader would like to submit an article on
local matters then please send the details by email to:
magazine@welwyn.org.uk or contact St Mary’s church
office on 01438 840964.

EDITOR’S NOTES
Ar�cles by the 1st of the month preceding publica�on, see details above.
The Editors reserve the right to shorten or omit ar�cles or refuse adver�sements.
The opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Clergy, Editors or Publishers.
Adver�sements included in the magazine does not imply their endorsement by the Clergy, Editors or Publishers.
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Dear Friends

Jesus promises us that
we will be ‘really
free’ (John 8:36). I
wonder what this
freedom really means, and how it matches up with the
freedom which we have been promised from COVID19
regulations? The plans for ‘freedom day’ never quite
materialised, and though we are now free from many legal
restrictions, the mood was and is a little more subdued.
In some ways of course this is inevitable – in some regards we know that we will
have to continue to live with variants of the COVID19 virus, though largely its
effects will be mitigated by the successful vaccination programme – for which we
must be grateful. However there will still be people who will have to take extra
care, and settings in which it would be wise still be take precautions. Of course, it
was always the case that some people were vulnerable to viruses and infections,
and in many ways COVID19 has just highlighted existing vulnerabilities.
In some cases we have gained new skills and abilities which will stay with us –
we might not want all our meetings to be zoom meetings anymore, but in some
cases they offer the chance to meet, when either we would not meet at all, or only
at great expense and inconvenience.
For others the necessary measures will have had unintended consequences which
may have longer term effects – exacerbating other medical conditions, affecting
mental health or existing isolation issues, the loss of a job or other economic side
effects. I sometimes wonder when people say that we should ‘follow the data,’
that easily accessible data for these things does not seem to count. These things
are countable and should not be ignored.
However, as we emerge from these restrictions two things I think are true. Fairly
soon we are going to have to decide how we are going to live long term, with or
without COVID19. Some things we will want or need to get back to – and here we
cannot avoid the fact that public spending on COVID19 measures amounts to
£5000 for every man, woman and child in the UK. Secondly – and hopefully – we
are brought back to the words of Jesus. Augustine famously said in regard to the
promise of freedom: ‘Love, and then do as you will.’ It’s a neat way to sum up the
Christian approach to human freedom. It does not simply mean ‘please yourself’,
‘look after number 1’, ‘do whatever feels good for you’, ‘have whatever you
want.’ The freedom to chose from 400 breakfast cereals in your average
supermarket is not a freedom Jesus was terribly interested in. Jesus promises a
freedom which means a freedom to love God and love
others. I wonder what that looks like in a world living
with COVID19?
3
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Jesse — The rectors dog
By the time you read this, hopefully we will be in the
Scottishland walking on the Munroes (whatever they are).
Master is as ever doing a stupid thing – cycling around the
coast for 500 of something – surely it can’t be miles. As ever of
course I will be in charge of the support vehicle. This is an
important role which includes clearing up any crumbs he
leaves behind him, barking at other road users who might be in
the way, demanding to be taken for a walk and use the toilet at
the most inopportune times, and packing his snacks - though
Master says I am not allowed anywhere near his snacks,
particularly as most of them contain caffeine. After we arrive at our destination
each day, I will be in charge of preventing him from oversleeping by jumping
around and pawing at the bed from 5.30am onwards. Hopefully he will at some
point realise that the whole project is ridiculous, and that a man of his age should
know better.
Jess

LIVE THEATRE BACK IN TOWN
Knebworth Amateur Theatrical Society (KATS) have recently been meeting
again and have agreed to recommence activities and performances curtailed by
the pandemic.
We are hopeful – if restrictions allow – to commence rehearsals in September
for our next production to be staged in December.
Unfortunately, during lockdown, a number of our long-standing members have
moved to other parts of the country so we are actively looking to recruit new
members.
We are a small, happy and sociable team, so if you are interested in live theatre
– whether as a cast member, back stage, lighting, props, etc – we would be happy to hear from you.
Please contact Nita Gowans 01438 717609 or Viv Richardson 01438 367447
(mobile 07914 249078)
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JULY PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
Well the chairman got his wish, (see my
report of the 19th May PCC meeting). This
meeting and the Standing Committee
meeting that preceded it took place in person
for the first time in about 18 months much to
the relief of the Rector, Rev. Dr. David
Munchin who, while he has been very good
at hosting recent meetings over Zoom has not
particularly enjoyed doing so and much
prefers face-to-face meetings.
The Rector opened the meeting with a
welcome and a prayer as is customary.
Apologies and absences were quickly dealt
with. The meeting then somehow skipped
over the next agenda item being the question of who would write this summary for
The Welwyn Magazine and St Mary’s website!
The minutes of the May 19th meeting were then approved and signed. There were
no matters arising therefrom so the PCC proceeded to the Treasurer’s Report and
update for January to June 2021 that had been circulated by email prior to the
meeting. A question was raised as to why in 2020 bank charges were shown as nil
but this year a charge of £145 had been accrued by June. The answer was that in
2020 charges for the whole year were entered in the accounts in December
whereas this year bank charges are being recorded when applied.
Stuart Westley complimented the treasurer on her report and noted that as St
Mary’s expenses are much higher this year due to various exceptional capital
projects, e.g. the new boiler and heat pump refurbishment, he welcomed her
cautious approach to financial management.
The question was raised regarding the expenses involved in refurbishing St
Michael’s House as to the proportion that should be allocated to capital
expenditure (e.g. the new kitchen) and the proportion that should be allocated as
upkeep and maintenance (e.g. replacement floor boards and painting). Stuart
Jenkin said he would review the expenses and re-allocate costs where appropriate.
St Mary’s churchyard east wall – the parish council has asked whether the wall,
which has been collapsing over many years, could be rebuilt to a lower height than
it was originally. The PCC agreed in principle.

Continued on page 9
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PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING (Cont)
Continued from page 7

Stuart Jenkin was pleased to report that the church organ lights have now been
repaired. He was less pleased to report that the overall cost of the recommended
fire safety improvements needed at St Mary’s could amount to as much as £12,000.
Sue Keach expressed disappointment regarding the maintenance of the churchyard
at St Michael’s. It was being done well but the contractors have not attended
recently and it is beginning to look unkempt. Folks like to see it looking neat and
tidy for functions, weddings, christenings etcetera. The contractors to be nudged.
The meeting then turned its attention to the main item on the agenda, namely the
renewal of ministry and mission, as per the paper written by the Rector, which was
given the full support of the PCC, whose members will be heading up working
parties to promote its aims and objectives. These include the encouragement of
regular Sunday worship and working with junior church with a music group
including more contemporary music to attract more young people. The ministry
team are keen to reinstate children’s and youth activities on a regular basis. While
livestreaming is here to stay the ministry team will continue to provide communion
to the housebound.
The ministry team are planning to run a course in the autumn called ’Ten
Questions, a Drink and a Pudding’. The course has not yet been devised but will be
a very open course designed to allow people; atheist, curious, Christian new or
lifelong to explore some of the Big Questions. It is intended that it will lead into
Confirmation on Advent Sunday with the Bishop of Hertford for those who desire
it – but that is not in any way to limit it – all are welcome.
Volunteers – Please remember that nearly everything in our church communities is
done by volunteers and many of them are not getting any younger, a process not
helped by a year out due to the coronavirus pandemic. Consequently some church
activities that were popular and thriving until the outbreak will not be resuming, as
no one has volunteered to organise them – ladies’ lunches for example. Almost all
activities or community groups need more volunteers.
The appointment of a new curate to the parish is progressing well with only one
hurdle remaining to be dealt with before an announcement can be made. It is hoped
and expected that the role will be filled at the beginning of June next year.
Bishop Michael of Hertford is planning to lead the services at St Mary’s and St
Michael’s churches on October 3rd and attend a special PCC meeting on October
4th in Church House.
Continued on page 11
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JULY PAROCHIAL CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING (Cont)
Continued from p 9
As you are probably aware Linden Innes-Hopkins (Director of Music, choir
mistress and organist) is retiring at the end of August. An advertisement for
someone to take over that role was published, as a result of which one promising
applicant has come forward and will be invited for a trial soon.
The PCC unanimously approved the re-appointment of Irene Mackie as a
governor of Welwyn St Mary’s school.
Covid-19 update – the team has devised a policy closely based on the Church of
England guidelines:Congregational singing, choir singing and other music can now return to
normal.
Mask wearing is recommended but is not mandatory.
Social distancing – congregants are asked to choose a seat that suits their and
their neighbours’ comfort zones.
Please mention your social distancing preferences to those around you in church.
Hand sanitizer will continue to be provided.
The church will keep the QR code on display for NHS Track and Trace.
The church will keep the present arrangements for Communion and The Peace.
The PCC approved all of the above measures.
David Hughes
31st July 2021
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Richard Parsons
French Polisher
& Furniture Restorer

Antiques - Modern Furniture Pianos - Full Repair Service
27 ST MARTINS ROAD
KNEBWORTH
(01438) 812200
HERTS. SG3 6ER
07946 422151
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Sepsis Awareness
Sepsis (also known as blood poisoning) is the immune system’s overreaction to an
infection or injury. Normally our immune system fights infection – but sometimes, for
reasons we don’t yet understand, it attacks our body’s own organs and tissues. If not
treated immediately, sepsis can result in organ failure and death. Yet with early diagnosis,
it can be treated with antibiotics.
Sepsis can initially look like flu, gastroenteritis or a chest infection. There is no one sign,
and symptoms present differently between adults and children.
HOW TO SPOT SEPSIS IN CHILDREN
A child may have sepsis if he or she:
1. Is breathing very fast, is breathless or showing difficulty in breathing
2. Has a ‘fit’ or convulsion
3. Looks mottled, bluish, or pale (skin, lips or tongue)
4. Has a rash that does not fade when you roll a glass over it
5. Is sleepier than normal or difficult to wake
6. Feels abnormally cold to touch
A child under 5 may have sepsis if he or she:
1. Is not feeding
2. Is vomiting repeatedly
3. Has not passed urine for 12 hours
4. Has a weak, high-pitched cry that’s not like their normal cry
HOW TO SPOT SEPSIS IN ADULTS
Seek medical help urgently if you (or another adult) develop any of these signs:
 Slurred speech or confusion
 Extreme shivering or muscle pain
 Passing no urine (in a day)
 Severe breathlessness
 Skin mottled or discoloured
Sepsis can be hard to spot. There are lots of possible symptoms & they can be vague.
If you spot any of these signs or are worried about your health, call 111 or see your
GP and just ask: “could it be sepsis?”
Information taken from www.sepsistrust.org
If you would like further information about the Bridge Cottage Surgery Patient Participation Group
please email ppgbridgecottage@gmail.com.
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Welwyn Garden City Arts Society
Ask someone if they are a member of NADFAS and
you either get a look of complete non-comprehension
or one of delight, quickly prompted by “Oh, you mean
the Arts Society!”
NADFAS, which stood for National Association of
Decorative and Fine Arts Societies, changed their
rather unwieldy name in 2017. The local group, formed
in 1979, were called WGDFAS so became Welwyn
Garden Arts Society. There were interesting outings,
trips abroad and a huge variety of fascinating lectures
on nine Wednesdays a year at Campus West. Until, of
course, March 2020.
Not to be daunted, our wonderful committee had organised our first virtual
lecture by July 2020 on The Age of Jazz given by Sandy Burnett. Continuing
with expert guest lecturers via Zoom and Webinar meant that by 2021 well over
100 members were attending each lecture regularly. At 11.00 am we turned on
our computers, lap tops or iPads and settled down with our morning coffee to
hear an expert on their subject. Lectures ranged widely; from The magic of
Turner's watercolour techniques to An unmasking of the Mass Faking of the
Russian Avant-garde on the World Market 2000-2018 and Treasures of the Fan
Museum with exquisite examples.
Unable to offer members outings, the Welwyn Garden Arts Society took us on
an outing by Zoom: the official London Blue Badges Guide gave us a wonderful
tour of the Albert Memorial in close up from top to bottom.
Everyone was finding home alone was less than stimulating, so the local Society
began a new venture: small discussion groups on line, with members themselves
offering their own interests and expertise. We discovered many members were
actually hugely well informed, indeed experts. We discussed paintings relating
to “All of Art is a Stage”, shared information about books related to art that we'd
give or like to receive for Christmas, learnt about The Festival of Britain from
member Geoffrey Hollis (a lecture that Geoffrey subsequently gave to the Men's
Breakfast in June). Cheryl Kellaway, our indomitable Chairperson, hosted most
of these discussions and provided lists afterwards, including the twelve paintings
that individual members chose to bring to the May 2021 discussion group.
Cheryl wrote, “So which paintings did our members choose to speak about and
why? All their choices can be found on websites.” Take a look at them:
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Continued on page 17
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Welwyn Garden City Arts Society (Cont)
Continued from page 15

Double Flute Player from the Etruscan Tomb
Piero della Francesca “The Baptism of Christ”
Antonio del Pollaiuolo “Portrait of a Lady”
Hans Holbein the Younger “The Ambassadors”
Hans Holbein the Younger “Christina of Denmark, Duchess of Milan”
Johann Zoffany “The Sharp Family”
Gustave Courbet “Burial at Omans”
Claude Monet “The Magpie”
Joaquin Sorolla y Bastida “Fishing Nets”
Hugh Goldwin Riviere “The Garden of Eden”
Francis Cadell “The Orange Blind”
Rene Magritte “Time Transfixed”
“Several can be seen in galleries, including The National Gallery and The
Guildhall Art Gallery as well as further afield in Scotland, France and Italy.
“The variety of reasons behind the choices were fascinating. An association with
an emotional time, or for their sheer beauty and spiritual power, or place in
history. Colour was another reason given, light and shade. The talent of the artist
in conveying winter light or the summer sky. How effective a muted palette could
be, the skill of the artist in painting a single strand of hair or the placing of a
necklace round an elegant neck.
“For some it was the narrative quality, a couple's love, a funeral scene, the
engrossing story behind the Sharp family portrait and their influence on the time
in which they lived.
“The selection was completed with two drawings by the war artist Cuthbert Julian
Orde and the tale behind his two drawings of Henry Maudslay DFC.”
Now, as I write, it's the end of July and a tentative new freedom is abroad with
many planning for holidays and going out, if only in the UK. A new book,
specially commissioned by the Beds and Herts Arts Societies, including our own,
entitled Fifty Treasures of the Beds and Herts Area has appeared at exactly the
right time. To quote the Society's Outings Secretary, Anne Freimanis, “Fifty
Treasures is full of ideas for places to go. Whether you are interested in stately
homes, historic wall paintings, open air sculpture or our local contribution to the
Second World War, there is something for you.” Profits from the sale of the
books directly benefit the Society, they will be available to buy at £5 a copy, at
the first meeting back in September.
Continued on page 19
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Lynda A. Mountbatten
FSSCh MBChA
Dip Pod Med BSc Pod Med

Surgery (Datchworth) and Home Visits
01438 817073

Domestic/Business moves/Storage
Packing Services
Tel: 01438 821215 or 01707 372404
www.apple-removals.co.uk
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Welwyn Garden City Arts Society (Cont)
Continued from page 17
Yes, all things being well, we expect to return to our
venue, Campus West on September 15th 2021 for “Victorians; Shakespeare and
Elephants” with lecturer Giles Ramsay, an independent theatre director and
producer. The following month we shall discover about the decoration of
furniture intended as part of the marriage dowry when art historian Anna
Warrillow brings us Renaissance Cassoni-Wedding Chests and the Art of
marriage in 15th century Florence. The new zoom discussion groups will continue
as well, as will our news letter “The Wire”. These newsletters are packed with
interest. In June The Wire explored The Great British Piers. Did you know there
were once over 100 around our coastline? No, I didn't either. And that's the thing
about The Arts Society. All sorts of information which you never knew before is
presented to you by the foremost experts in their fields.
So why not come and join us? Time was when there was always a huge waiting
list to join our Society, yet now, due to the pandemic, new members can be
welcomed until the membership is once again full. Website: https://
theartssociety.org/welwyn-garden
To join contact: welwyngarden@theartssociety.org or attend as a guest: arrive by
10:00 for 10:30 lecture on September 15th at Campus West to see if you like us.
Now is your opportunity to dip your toe in to the exciting world of the Arts, listen
to some wonderful lectures and forget all about the C word.
Vernonne Allan

Mardley Heath WI
We partly re-joined the world in early July, when some of our members went on
a much-postponed outing. The destination was Gotha Gardens at Pembroke
Farm, Ashwell, near Royston.
After a light lunch we wandered around the various areas of this extensive collection of trees, plants and sculptures, taking breaks to sit and contemplate (it
was hot). Then back to the Gotha tea room courtyard for tea and chat, catching
up with our news. It was great!
Marjorie Sandiford
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Woolmer Green Parish Council
Local Plan
The examination inspector has now issued his latest series of letters and reports.
With regards to Woolmer Green, he stated that a smaller WGr3 (land at the south
of Knebworth) could be found sound. He rejected the former Marshalls site for
housing as it has already been allocated for employment. He accepted the Green
Belt site HS15 behind Lessiters, Cawdor and Marshalls as sound in principle,
subject to there being exceptional circumstances to remove it from the Green Belt,
but he noted reservations about the access road as it could impinge on the gap
between Woolmer Green and Knebworth. The Council agreed to update our MP
on the inspector’s reports, liaise with the owner of the former Marshalls site and
inform the public on social media. You can find more information on the WGPC
Facebook page or on the Welwyn Hatfield BC website - https://
www.welhat.gov.uk/local-plan/new/examination/documents
(Doc EX273)
Re-opening the Village Hall
The Parish Council welcomed the ability to re-opening the Hall fully from 19 July
and continues to operate with Covid-safe policies and to recommend that masks
are worn. The Parish Council is following the national recommendations for
community halls. If you would like to book the hall or find out more please
contact bookings@woolmergreenpc.org.uk.
Community Litter pick

The Great British Spring Clean, promoted by Keep Britain Tidy, has been running
for six years and this is the first year Woolmer Green has taken part. These are
just some of the volunteers who gave up their Sunday morning to help with the
litter pick to tidy up our village. Thanks to Councillor Rob Horton for organising
the event and grateful thanks to everyone, including the little ones, who collected
over a dozen bags of rubbish and made Woolmer Green look a lot tidier.
Sarah Hall
Woolmer Green Parish Council
sarah.hall@woolmergreenpc.org.uk
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Welwyn Scouts
1st Welwyn Scouts – What a Fantastic Year - despite Covid!!!
We all remember March last year when normal
life went on hold, and we had to stop all section
meetings.
However our wonderful leaders started Zoom
meetings a few weeks later, and then outdoor
face to face meetings as soon as those were
allowed, and these have kept going ever since.
You can see from the attached photos what
wonderful scout and adventure activities the
youngsters have taken part in. These as we say in
scouting teach them “Skills for Life”!
The leaders have shown, to their beavers, cubs
and scouts, ways to keep going when much of the
rest of society has had to put most things on hold
for months on end. This has done wonders for the
physical and mental health of the 80 or so youngsters, both boys and girls, in the
Group.
BUT we need to replace leaders who for various reasons are having to leave
our team
If we do not do so, it will curtail
what we can do, and if it gets
bad enough, then whole sections
will have to close.
I have just recruited two retired
people that I know in the village.
Are there any youngsters at a
loose end, grandmothers or
grandfathers, or adults of any
age who would like to help. One
night a week, leaders help our
youngsters with their badge
work, or take them to local
places of interest. Leaders also take youngsters to campsfor a weekend or for
whole weeks.
Cubs are off to Brownsea Island again this year (the birth place of scouting back
in 1908, the year when 1st Welwyn was also founded ). Scouts were to go to the
22

Welwyn Scouts
Peak District, but are now staying local in Hertfordshire due
to shortage of leaders/drivers and the Covid “Ping” risks to
that team!!
YES WE NEED YOU, so come along and try out as a
helper. I guarantee you will find it fun, watching the boys
and girls enjoying themselves, and if you like it then we
would love you to join our team of friendly experienced
leaders.
Give me a ring on 07580942319 even if you just what to
find out more.
Andy Trotter
Group Chairman
1st Welwyn Scout Group

Parish Registers
St Mary’s Welwyn
Bap�sm
Sunday 18th July 2021

Isabella Mae Howard

Wedding
Saturday 10th July 2021
Saturday 31st uly 2021

Michael Johnson and Katherine Broxton
Robert Lindsey and Kira Dolman

Ayot St Peter
Bap�sm
Sunday 13th June 2021
Burial of Ashes
Monday 5th July

Oscar Logan Cawthorpe Peck
Helen Elizabeth Roberts

St Michael’s Woolmer Green
Wedding
Saturday 19th June 2021
Burial of Ashes
Wednesday 23rd June

Rachel Mar�n and James Metcalfe
Gwen Underhay
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Woolmer Green Pond
Of course we all know where it is… just down New Road and on the left; but are
we being deceived? I think the following is correct but please correct me if I am
wrong.
In the middle of the 19th century Woolmer Green was a small hamlet at the
junction of two Roman roads, one going north to Edinburgh and the second east
to Colchester. Then the railway came and the local farmer’s daughter was about
to marry one of the first station masters. He decided to build her a house. To
make it more appropriate to her new status, how wonderful it would be if he
could make a nice big pond in the front and an avenue of trees reaching into the
distance. Woolmer Green was a pretty soggy place then, with no stream or river
to take the rainwater away and it already had a large pond in the middle of the
village.

See the tithe map of 1837, where this pond is to the south of New Road, not to the
north. The pond was moved! How was the surface water directed into the new
pond? By four drainage gullies, gathering the rainwater from New Road. What a
massive undertaking.
24

Woolmer Green Pond
The pond and its surrounding land became one of the best features in the village.
In the middle of the 20th Century the two surviving unmarried sisters found the
upkeep was too much for them and the area was given to the local council for the
use of all as common land. By the 1990s the pond had never been dredged and the
water level in the summer was pretty minimal; the fire brigade were pumping
water in and there were something like two dozen resident ducks. Someone
approaching with a plastic bag indicated food … and a duck stampede for the
bread. But the problem was that what went in had to come out (!) and the pond
became more and more polluted to the extent that each summer there was a
massive algal growth, green in the shade, bright red in the sun. Something had to
be done.
Residents got together and bid for a grant from the Shell Better Britain Campaign
which was matched by the local councils. Dredging started, overseen by the
Countryside Management Section of Herts CC. The most exciting part was trying
to drain the pond. It was no use pumping the water onto the road - it would all go
back into the pond so the HCC man thought he would pipe it into the drains on the
B197 but of course all the gullies in Woolmer Green go to soak-aways. He
flooded the whole main road!
We now had our lovely pond back, but for how
long? About seven years ago the invasive plant,
crassula helmsii or New Zealand Pygmy weed
was found and the advice from HCC was not to
touch it because it could be spread to other water
courses. This was disastrous for Woolmer Green.
The weed has now formed a thick carpet over
approximately 90% of the surface and this is
acting as a substratum for many different reeds.
The pond is hardly visible and is destined to
become a muddy puddle in a just a few years.
What can we do? Please come up with some
suggestions.

A very weedy pond

Judith Watson
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Finn and his law – a story of true dedication
I was fortunate enough to be on holiday on the 5th October 2016 when one of our
veterinary surgeons called in the middle of the night for help with an injured dog.
Our Senior Veterinary Surgeon, Hayley Stenning, threw on an old track suit and
raced to the surgery to help, only to find that they had failed to mention that the
injured dog was a police dog, that the car park was lit up with the flashing lights
of every police car in the region and that the dog was likely to require referral.
Finn the police dog had sustained serious stab wounds to his head and chest
whilst pursuing a suspect – he was bleeding heavily both internally and
externally, his lungs were collapsing, his chest was filling with air and he was in
a state of severe shock. The initial stab wound to his chest was piercing his lung.
The second stab wound was to his head – this wound occurred as he defended his
handler from an attempt to stab his upper body. Despite his injuries he had still
managed to detain the suspect until reinforcements arrived. His handler, Dave
Wardell, had been stabbed in the hand and was also in a state of shock.
Once he had been stabilised with intravenous fluids, oxygen, chest bandages and
painkillers he was transferred to Davies Veterinary Specialists, still in a critical
condition, requiring advanced surgery to save his life. I am just very grateful that
it was Hayley, rather than myself, who attended to Finn whilst in the back of a
police vehicle being driven at high speed on a blue light in the dark around
winding country lanes – apparently the end result was Hayley neither looking nor
feeling her best!
Miraculously and due to the dedication, skill and hard
work of Davies Veterinary Specialists, Finn survived.
Dave Wardell cared for him with true devotion, day
and night, over the three months it took him to recover
and their bond became even deeper.
Both dog and handler were injured and severely
traumatised but rather than dwelling on his
misfortune, Dave Wardell put this traumatic event to
good use – alongside caring for Finn, he became a
skilled public speaker campaigning for the penalty for
injuring a police dog to be increased from criminal
damage. The campaign gained massive public support
and came in to force in June 2019.
The legislation was coupled with an increase in

PC Dave Wardell and Finn penalties for animal cruelty and now carries a much

greater penalty with suspects no longer able to claim
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Finn and his law – a story of true dedication
self-defence. Dave and Finn have increased public awareness of the status of
police dogs through numerous public engagements and even appeared on
Britain’s Got Talent.
Over the years, our practice has attended to many police dogs – both serving and
retired. It has been a true privilege to witness first-hand the dedication which
many of the handlers show their dogs and the bond which they develop. Finn is
not the only dog who has been injured in the line of duty (although most injuries
are accidental) and the dedicated care given by many police dog handlers has
been exceptional. I believe that it is only right that there should be a grave penalty
for deliberately injuring any animal and, in particular, for inflicting suffering on
an animal which is prepared to risk all to protect its handler.
Liz Tilson
Roebuck Veterinary Group Stevenage
Editor’s note: Liz is a member of the congregation at St Mary’s Welwyn and at
the time was Principal Veterinary Surgeon at Roebuck Veterinary Centre .

In conversation with a police dog handler,
PC Caz Murphy
How wonderful to be able to say “I've got the best job in the world.” That's
exactly what Caz Murphy said to me about her career as a police dog handler.
“ We always had dogs when I was growing up and it was my childhood dream to

join the police,” says Caz, who's been in the police for 15 years, the last ten as a
dog handler. “I formerly worked in engineering and didn't join the police until my
mid twenties,” says Caz, who is one of only three female dog handlers, along with
27 men, in Beds, Cambs and Herts police dog unit.
When I spoke to Caz she was 28 weeks pregnant, expecting her first baby.
“Although several of our male dog handlers have children, I'll be the first mum,
so currently I'm somewhat of an experiment! I'll be getting 26 weeks' paid leave,
then I intend to be back to work full time. My husband isn't in the police. He's an
accountant. I think that we'll be able to arrange different work patterns, plus we
both have our mums nearby.
Continued on p 28
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In conversation with a police dog handler,
PC Caz Murphy (Cont)
Continued from p 27

“You have to be a police officer for a minimum of two years before you can join
the dog unit, then you train together with a dog. Initially we start with a GP dog –
no not a doctor, a 'general purpose' dog,” says Caz, laughing at my incredulity. As
in most occupations the police use many acronyms.
“GP dogs are usually German Shepherds, Dutch Herders or Belgian Malinois, all
large build dogs. They are trained to search for persons and personal property,
chase and detain offenders and protect their handlers against attackers. As a
trainee handler you are given a new untrained dog so that you undertake the 13
week training course together. Not every dog makes it through training though.
My first didn't make the grade. Otto was the dog who did make it through, then
we worked together for five years. He's retired now. We find homes for our dogs
when they retire. Seven years is their usual working life. Some handlers keep their
dogs when they retire, although Otto is now happily re-homed with a lady I
found.”
Caz has another German Shepherd boy now, Bruno, trained to track people. “It
isn't really anything like you see on TV where they show the dog a piece of
clothing,” says Caz. “Our dogs are trained to follow the most recent human scent
in an area, perhaps at the site of a burglary or on recently disturbed ground. They
then follow that individual's scent from A to B until they find the culprit – often

hiding in a wheelie bin!” Bruno and others like him are trained to search
buildings or large open or wooded areas. They can do this far quicker than
any human can. “These dogs can also find property that the person has
touched, perhaps a knife, or stolen jewellery,” explains Caz.
It might sound worrying that as well as tracking, Bruno is trained to bite.
“If someone threatens me, Bruno would protect me and bite if necessary.
Any bite is referred to our professional standards department and is subject
to a high level of scrutiny. As his handler I need to justify it. All teams are tested
yearly to ensure their safety and efficiency.”

Bruno is not Caz's only working companion. She also works with Billy, an eight
year old Labrador-Spaniel cross. “Billy's training is quite different, he's a DCW
dog...” (yes, I know, you're wondering – that's Drugs/Cash/Weapons) “...he's a
rescue dog, the kind of lively dog that's not at all suitable as a pet but will put his
Continued on p 30
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In conversation with a police dog handler,
PC Caz Murphy (Cont)
Continued from p 28

high energy into finding things. Billy
was trained on finding a tennis ball as his
reward and he just loves to get his ball.
He's trained to be able to smell all the
various drugs, cash and firearm
materials and he will enthusiastically
search cars, large open areas and
buildings. No matter how long things
have been concealed, Billy will find
them. Then he gets his reward – the
tennis ball of course!”
Caz's two working dogs live at her home
in outside kennels provided by the
police. Although Caz and her husband
PD Bruno and PD Billy
have a pet Staffie bull terrier at home,
their pet is kept quite separate from the
working dogs. They have separate exercise and walks too. Fortunately Caz
enjoys walking and doesn't find the many and regular outings with her dogs a
chore. She still happily exercises them during annual leaves.
Obviously every working day can be totally different because her work is proactive. Caz first checks in at Bedfordshire HQ where she's based. “I go out on
control in a marked police van with cages for the dogs so that when a call asks
for a dog, we attend. In between I am continuously training my dogs, laying
tracks for them and so on. Some might see this as quite a lonely job, but I just
love being with the dogs, even if it means being out at three in the morning
crawling through bushes. I don't mind a bit of mud and getting dirty!” confesses
Caz.
Other dogs are trained for different work, finding bombs for example, and then
there are the VR dogs. VR stands for Victim Recovery, yes probably a bit grisly
as it means finding body parts. Even this work appeals to Caz, she might well
continue her training into this area. “But be assured, the real work we do with our
dogs is nothing like the TV dramas,” says Caz, “I love what I do and it really still
is my dream job!”
Vernonne Allan
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FRIENDS OF DANESBURY & QVM HOSPITAL
It has been a rather strange summer, ‘release’ from lock down, to wear or not to
wear a mask, to get back to normality but keeping your distance, the sun, the rain,
the heat wave, the torrential localised downpours, the Olympics, the being with
friends and family, the isolating. It makes my head spin! Yet the staff at Danesbury & QVM hospitals have kept on top of it, working through it all, supporting
their patients and helping them to literally get back on their feet.
The gardens at Danesbury looked
amazing over the summer. Thanks
again to the Amwell Rotary who
made a donation of several roses
which have bloomed prolifically,
adding much colour to the garden.
The patients and staff really benefit
from and enjoy the gardens so
much.
The Friends pay for the gardener,
all year round, who keeps both The QVM and Danesbury gardens looking beautiful in every season.
At the QVM hospital a refurbishment has started. Once completed the old Victorian building will meet current standards and the needs of our modern day demands.
We are very happy to announce our shop in Welwyn, High Street has been doing
well under the circumstances. Sales are slowly starting to pick up and your donations are coming in at a steady pace and being gratefully received. However, at
the time of writing this article the village has no post office. The loss of Barclays
Bank and potentially the loss of a post office is very concerning to the village
traders. Footfall in the village is low compared to pre pandemic levels.
Thank you so much to all our supporters, customers, donators and our team of
dedicated staff and volunteers as the Friends do so rely on your support. All profits made from our charity shop go straight to Danesbury and QVM hospitals.
You can also support us by doing some of your online shopping via Easy Fund
Raising at: www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/danesburyqvm.
Please consider signing up.
Danesbury Neurological Centre
School Lane, Welwyn, Herts AL6 9SB
Tel: 01438 840514
E mail: danesburyqvm@btconnect.com
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Welwyn Natural History Society

We are VERY HOPEFUL that our next meeting on Wednesday 22nd September
will actually be LIVE in the Civic Centre.
I think it will have to be – why? It’s about the SPIDERS of Hertfordshire and I
have this vision of all you spider-haters sitting at home feeling terrified when you
are looking at them on Zoom! Much, much better to be in a crowd – there’s always
safety in crowds.
Christopher Benton, our speaker, has made spiders his life’s work. I have always
been a complete admirer of spiders. How on earth do they work out the maths to
get those webs so perfect? How do they estimate the length of a strand to be able to
swing their bodies to exactly the right position to entrap that fly?
Do they really eat their mates? I believe they only live for a year so, when it only
needs 15 generations to adapt to any climate change, we should probably be taking
notice. Could it be that earth will become the planet of the spiders? I’ve also heard
that their intelligence is increasing so fast that it could quite possibly outstrip ours.
But then again, I could be wrong!
Of course the pandemic might force us to make changes so please check on our
webpage: welwynnaturalhistorysociety.co.uk or on our Facebook page.
Judith Watson,
Tel: 07884946565
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WELWWYN COMMUNITY LIBRARY
Having been closed for over a
year due to the pandemic
Welwyn’s library in the Civic
Centre is very much open again!
A band of volunteers who enjoy
serving the community in
Welwyn staff the library,
providing a range of services for
children and adults including:
Books to borrow free of charge
from the shelves with stock
regularly refreshed
Children’s area from toddlers to teens
Audiobooks and large print books
Photocopier: mono and colour both A4 and A3 (charges
apply)
Scanner (charges apply)
Two computers for customer use with access to Which
Magazines
Printing facility from library computers or via WiFi from
your own device
Books for book clubs
A range of magazines which can be borrowed for a week
Books can be reserved from another library for a small charge
Access to online books, magazines and newspapers
It is free to join for anyone who lives or works in Hertfordshire! All you need is
some official ID such as driving licence or utility bill and one of the library
volunteers will be delighted to sign you up. Google ‘Hertfordshire Libraries’ for
more information.
If you haven’t been in for a while – or ever – come and see us and find out more.
Jane Carr
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WELWYN PARISH COUNCIL
I hope you have all enjoyed the summer even with changeable
weather at times.
Welwyn Parish Councillors have been busy. We have discussed the feasibility of having a Farmers’ Market in the village, possibly at the Civic Centre car park or inside if the
weather is inclement. We know that neighbouring villages
have these on a monthly basis and at our council meeting last
week it was agreed that our residents and people from outside
the parish would enjoy the opportunity of purchasing fresh produce from the local
farms. Caroline, our Clerk will be investigating the idea.
The Terracycle scheme, located at the parish offices, is proving to be very popular. The
crisp packets, cheese wrappers and rubber (Marigold) gloves, have to be kept separate
to avoid contamination. Eventually these products will be made into recycled furniture,
for example, picnic benches, playground equipment, planters, bins, watering cans and
more. Councillors have agreed to trial two more Terracycle schemes which would be
located at the Civic Centre car park. We are aware that the recycling centres at the Civic Centre and at Digswell car park, are often overflowing. Although they are not the
responsibility of the Parish Council, Caroline will be publishing ways for members of
the public to report full bins to Welwyn Hatfield Borough Council.
Before his retirement as a Hertfordshire County Councillor, Richard Smith generously
allocated some of his locality budget to pay for a picnic bench at the Wildflower Meadow at Whitehill. Welwyn Parish Councillors appreciate this together with the many
other ways he has supported our work over his time, not only as a County Councillor,
but also as a District Councillor and then a Borough Councillor. We wish him a very
happy retirement.
As a council we are very concerned about the closing of the post office in Welwyn village. Caroline has been working hard on possible solutions and talking to people with
experience in this field. By the time you read this in September I hope a solution will
have been found. I would also like to thank WPAG and Jane Carr who have also been
working on solving this problem.
Councillors Blackburn, Siva and myself recently spent a morning judging the allotments in the village. I know I say this every year but we are always very impressed
with the plots and how the plot holders manage to make their areas look so attractive
with flowers, fruit and vegetables. Some people have had their plots for many years
whilst others have only recently taken theirs on, but everyone works really hard and this
always make judging very difficult. The winners are given vouchers to be spent at the
‘allotment shed’ and at the Allotment Association AGM in March we will present them
with certificates.
Take care of yourselves and each other.
Marj Otty
Chairman, Welwyn Parish Council
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WOOLMER GREEN
HALL
AVAILABLE TO HIRE

for parties, meetings, clubs,
conferences.
Licensed for wedding &
civil ceremonies.

WOOLMER GREEN
MARKET
Food & Craft

Fourth Sunday of the month
9am to 12pm
www.woolmergreenpc.org.uk
Tel: 0370 777 6132
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Reporting Potholes
They’re in our neighbourhood and you certainly have to watch out for them! So
this month we’re talking potholes. As we write this in July, we’re experiencing
excessive heat attributed by scientists to climate change. Another effect of
climate change in winter is more freezing of water in cracks in our roads, causing
potholes to form since frozen water expands.
Back in April, research published by the RAC found that there had been an
increase of 37% (compared with the previous year) in reports of damage caused
by holes in the road. This included broken suspension springs, failed shock
absorbers and distorted wheels. That increase is despite fewer miles being
travelled during lockdowns.
Whether or not you can claim for repairs from highways authorities will depend
on whether the offending pothole had already been reported. They cannot be held
accountable for a defect they were not aware of.
Reporting a pothole can be done in several ways, depending on the type of road.
Smartphone users can download the Fix My Street app which will forward their
report to whichever authority is responsible for that type of road. OWL members
can also find a link to Fix My Street on the local page of their OWL account.
If the pothole you want to report is on a motorway or major A-road in England,
you could if you prefer contact Highways England on 0300 123 5000 or email
info@highwaysengland.co.uk. For other roads in Hertfordshire, the County
Council (HCC) would prefer that you report potholes via their website which has
been made easier to use in recent years with several illustrations of road defects:
www.hertfordshire.gov.uk. If you can’t access their website, you can phone 0300
123 4047.
Before reporting a pothole, it would be helpful to take a photo if that can be done
safely, and to note any other detail that could identify the location. Streetlights
have identity numbers for example. Once you’ve reported your pothole there
could be no stopping you as you take photos of hedges overgrowing pavements
and blocked drains. There are a few of these in Welwyn!
John Mitchell and Valerie Richards
www.owl.co.uk/herts
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NEWS FROM AYOT ST PETER

Open Day celebrations ~ Saturday 11 September
Ayot St Peter church Open Day is on Saturday 11 September
from 10am to 5pm. As usual, we are part of the Heritage Open
Days scheme, England’s largest festival of history and culture,
which is run each year by the National Trust. At the time of
writing, our church is the only participating property in Welwyn Hatfield, although there are 1,600 in the whole country.
Visitors will be able to admire the stunning Arts and Crafts interior at St Peter’s, including the font, pulpit and lectern, the
painted ceiling and ceramics, all of which have been carefully maintained by generations of parishioners.
The church will be beautifully decorated for the Harvest Festival service, which takes place the following
day – Sunday 12 September – at 11.15am. Our flower
ladies create a wonderful display of flowers, fruit and
vegetables, wheat sheaves and other produce from the
fields and hedgerows– evocative of times past, and
probably similar to the harvest décor of the 1870s,
when the church was built.
Open Day also coincides with the sponsored Bike and
Hike in aid of the Beds and Herts Historic Churches
Trust. As the name implies, this worthwhile charity provides grants to historic
churches in the two counties to help with essential maintenance and repairs. In the
past, our church has been a beneficiary of their generosity. Participating bikers and
hikers obtain sponsorship to visit as many churches as possible during the day.
Half the money raised goes to the participant’s chosen home church, the rest into
the charity’s funds to help other churches in the region. If you would like to know
more, see the Trust’s website www.b-n-h.co.uk.
In the evening of Open Day, the Felici Opera Company will give a fund-raising
concert entitled 'September Song'. The programme will consist of well-known
songs from the musicals, including My Fair Lady, The King and I, West Side Story, The Sound of Music and other favourites. Money raised will help with maintenance of the church, including the refurbishment of the vestry to provide a kitchenette. The concert starts at 7.30pm and tickets cost £15 for adults and £5 for under
18s from Zoë on 07712 530550. Felici Opera have their own website
www.feliciopera.com
All in all, a busy weekend in Ayot St Peter - we hope you can join us!
Valerie Richards
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SUMMER – NOT AS WE NORMALLY KNOW IT!
For the second year running we have lived a pandemic life with gradual reopening of amenities that perhaps we hadn’t realised we valued until they weren’t
available to us. The Covid-19 vaccination programme was a feat of organisation
set-up in a very short space of time with locals going either to the Peartree GP
Hub or one of the mass vaccination centres. This was accomplished with a great
deal of help from volunteers working alongside NHS staff. At the time of writing
75% of adults offered the vaccine nationally have been double-jabbed, although
the figure in Welwyn Hatfield is somewhat lower at 60%.
The Tokyo Olympic Games, known as the ‘2020 Olympiad’ has just taken place
in 2021 with GB coming fourth in the league table winning sixty five medals, and
the Paralympic Games is still to come. This was no mean feat with many athletes
having to find ingenious ways to train during the last year without normal facilities available to them. It was also doubly hard for them not to have spectators or
family members in Tokyo to provide support. Laura Kenny, now the most decorated female Olympian, started out her cycling career with the Welwyn Wheelers.
Having summer holidays or visiting relatives abroad has been a bit tricky this
year. The ever-changing traffic light system of requirements needed to visit different countries has been hard to keep up with and has involved expensive lateral
flow or PCR tests and often quarantine on return. This is not to mention what’s
also needed when you enter another country. Unsurprisingly this year has seen
the rise of the so-called ‘Staycation’ with many more people opting to stay in the
UK. It’s not been easy for accommodation-providers either with staff or guests
getting ‘pinged’ to self-isolate if they have been in contact with someone who has
tested positive, and some local emergency services have struggled to cope with an
unusual influx of visitors.
There’s no doubt it’s been a strange and tough year, but we are lucky to have our
local shops and hostelries open for business. As ever the mantra is “Use it or
Lose it” so the support of Welwyn folk is very important in keeping our community alive.
Jane Carr
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Church Notice Board
www.welwyn.org.uk

ST MARY’S - Welwyn
Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Saturday

8.00 am
9.30 am
6.30 pm
9.00 am
9.30 am
9.00 am

Holy Communion
Parish Communion / Junior Church
Evensong (2nd , 4th and 5th Sundays)
Morning Prayer
Holy Communion
Parish Prayers

Children
Mondays
3.30pm Craftea (1st and 3rd Mondays during term time)
Confessions
By arrangement with the Clergy.
The Ministry of Counsel and Absolution is available to anyone who seeks it at any time.
Clergy Surgery Hour
Saturdays
10.00 am to 11.00 am
A member of the team will be available in church for any enquiries. Mainly intended for
Baptisms or Weddings, but not exclusively restricted to those matters.
ST MICHAEL’S - Woolmer Green
Sunday
11.15 am
1st and 4th Sundays: Parish Eucharist: 2nd Sunday: Family Service;
3rd Sunday: All Age Eucharist; 5th Sunday: Morning Prayer
AYOT ST PETER
1st Sunday
11.15 am Matins: (Book of Common Prayer, King James’ Bible)
2nd and 5th Sundays
11.15 am Holy Communion: (Book of Common Prayer, King James’ Bible)
3rd Sunday
11.15 am Family Service: (Common Worship, NRSV Bible)
4th Sunday
11.15 am Parish Communion: (Common Worship, NRSV Bible)
EVANGELICAL CHURCH - Welwyn
Sunday
9.45 am Bible Classes (All ages 7+)
Sunday
11.00 am and 6.30 pm Facilities for young children
Wednesday
8.00 pm Bible Study (except 3rd W ednesday)
ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH of the HOLY FAMILY - Knightsfield, Welwyn
Garden City
Fr Norbert Ferbandes - T:01707 323234
DIGSWELL VILLAGE CHURCH
Anglican/Methodist LEP -T: 01438 510391
Sunday
11.00 am
2nd and 3rd Sundays: Methodist (3rd: Holy Communion)
***
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MEDITATION
And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us…… Heb 12v1
As I sit and write we are in the middle of the 2020 Olympic Games. Weird, as it is
July 2021, but we all know why! The games will be well over as you read this,
however, it will be a long time before I forget some of scenes I have witnessed.
For many of the competitors the road to Tokyo has not been easy. Long hours of
training, injury, accidents, equipment failure, lockdown constraints and funding
uncertainties. At last, after a year’s delay, the day of reckoning arrives. “Golden
Glory” awaits only a few and tears of disappointment are commonplace. Yet in
defeat or victory, what an example of perseverance we have seen.
26th July 2021 dawned already hot and humid. At 6:30am 50+ competitors dived
into Japanese waters to begin a gruelling Triathlon. A false start set many calm
headspaces rattling. Following the 1.5km swim the competitors battled through
torturous rising temperatures. As the 40km of the cycling leg continued, all
seemed a level playing field. Into the 10km run and three brave warriors emerged
from the ranks. Two young hopefuls and one who had fought this battle many
times before. To witness Kristian Blummenfelt, Belgium, grit his teeth and fight
his way to “Gold and Glory” will remain etched in my memory. Ecstasy and
agony combine. 1,2,3, 4 steps beyond the finishing line and collapse. Tank
completely empty. Everything left out on the road. Nothing left in reserve! A
crumpled heap of humanity, heaving for every breath! Then arms reaching out to
comfort and lift his suffering body to its feet. Alex Yee and Hayden Wilde, so
gracious in defeat, in their own exhaustion reaching out to lift him up.
We do not know the race that is marked out for us, what struggles and obstacles
will lie in our path. The road of life is rarely easy. The moments of “Golden
Glory” are there…………. but so too are disappointment, struggle, and failure.
Grant us the strength to struggle back to our feet.
Grant us the compassion to lift those who fall.
Grant us the humility to accept when others stretch to lift us up.
And let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us…………..

Jo Fozzard

48

