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Transforming your home for modern living, from concept to completion.
5* Google customer reviews

Kitchens, Bathrooms, Garden Roams, Conservatories, Living Roams,
Bedrooms, Curtalns, Blinds, Designer Fabrics, Wall Coverings, Bespoke &
Fitted Furmiture, Upholstery, Fleoring, Lighting Art, Accessorles.

jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 01707 276343 / 07947 711597

2



Our Vibrant Communities

Welwyn and Woolmer Green
continue to thrive despite the
economic downturn, and that
is due in no small part to the
many people who make
our communities flourish and
largely pleasant places to live.

Welwyn has three identities, the
Village, Oaklands and Digswell each
retaining its own character, making up
the sum of the whole. You can join the
Floral Group, Archaeological Society,
Garden Club, Fellowship Group, Fernery
Working Party, Rubbish Action Group,
Women’s Institute, Natural History
Society, Bridge Club or Big Breakfast. Or
you could go to the weekly Community
Café in Church House, or the monthly
Community Lunch, and there is also
the twice-monthly Dementia-Friendly
Community Café in Digswell. Details of
these activities are always shown on the
back cover of this magazine. There are
various exercise and dance classes in
the many different halls and the Sports
and Social Club has fabulous facilities
with an excellent programme of
entertainment. There are tennis courts
in Welwyn village, in Digswell and
Woolmer Green, not to mention sport
on the playing fields in several locations.
There are also the allotments in both
Welwyn and Woolmer Green. So, lots
to do!

The shops continue to provide a
great service, particularly to those who
cannot easily get about. How many
other villages have a bakery where the
bread is baked at the back of the shop?
We have several independent shops
selling ladies’ fashion, gifts and
jewellery, wine, flowers, violins and
a travel agent. We have hairdressers,
beauty salons and nail bars. Itis
amazing what you can find in your local
super/mini-market with Tesco in
Welwyn village and Woolmer Green,
Welwyn North Stores serving Digswell,
and Mardley Stores at Oaklands.

In Woolmer Green we also have a
chocolate factory with its own shop and
café, and the new shopping parade is a
welcome addition to this community.

For something a little bit different
there are also monthly Farmers and
Craft Markets in Welwyn Village and
Woolmer Green Village Hall. In the next
three years we should also be able to
buy wine from the new Lokkelebery
Vineyard being established at Lockley
Farm.

There is a GP surgery in Welwyn
village, two pharmacies, two dentists
and a vet practice and we now have
several defibrillators that are accessible
24/7 in case of suspected cardiac
emergency. Last year we welcomed the
Turkish Barber in the old post office and
in January a Hearing Clinic opened in

continued on p5



Personal, caring and
independent.

24 hour service * Private Chapels of Rest
Bespoke Funeral Plans * Own Crematorium

Harwood Park
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* Full Membership under £28 per week.
* 5 Day Membership less than £21 per week.
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Our Vibrant Communities continued from p3

the building opposite St Mary’s Church,
and work continues in the old Barclays
building to create a restaurant. We
also said goodbye to hairdressers Peter
Morgan and Headmistress who have
been in the village a long time. The
lack of bank and post office is keenly
felt in Welwyn village but we are lucky
still to have a post office at Oaklands
and wish Jay and Sangita a happy
retirement as Mary and Philip take
over the business from them.

And then there are the pubs,
restaurants, takeaways and places to
meet for coffee in all locations such
that we are spoilt for choice, many
within walking distance from home
and some providing live music, pub
quizzes and the like.

The Codicote Food Bank started
during Covid to help bridge the food
gap in our local communities and the
surrounding villages. The help they
provide is invaluable to many as
inflation rises and wages are not
keeping pace. Food donations can be
made in St Mary’s Church and Belvoir
in Welwyn village. There are also open
food tables in both St Mary’s and
St Michael’s churches where people
can help themselves if they are at risk
of going hungry. Church House in
Welwyn is providing a warm space
from 9 am — 2 pm daily whilst Woolmer
Green Village Hall is doing the same on

Mondays from 1.30—3.30 pm.
5

We have primary schools in all
locations, a community library in the
Civic Centre and various groups in the
scouting and guiding movements.
There is a regular bus service and
Gordon at the Delistop Café at Welwyn
North Station is doing a great job of
letting us know via social media which
trains are running during the rail
strikes. There are also others telling us
when steam trains are going through,
if we want to relive our childhood.

Our Parish Councils do a great job of
looking after much of the infrastructure
often with little thanks, so we should
take this opportunity of thanking them
for the work they do, mostly on a
voluntary basis. In Welwyn we also
have WPAG (Welwyn Planning and
Amenity Group), a charity set up in
1964 to monitor and lobby to improve
amenities throughout the Civic Parish
of Welwyn to maintain its unique
character; again those involved do this
important work on a voluntary basis.
Currently they are spearheading the
application to achieve village green
status for Singlers Marsh, and keeping
a close eye as the Borough Council’s
Local Plan is developed.

Inevitably there are gripes from
time-to-time, but is this a good enough
advertisement extolling the virtues of
living here?

Jane Carr



CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIS

Registered with HPC CH 24414

Lynda A. Mountbatten

FSSCh MBChA
Dip Pod Med BSc Pod Med

Surgery (Datchworth) and Home Visits
01438 817073

APPLE REMOVALS

Domestic/Business moves/Storage
Packing Services
Tel: 01438 821215 or 01707 372404
www.apple-removals.co.uk

I & B Electrical

Free Quotes and
Competitive Prices

Rewires & Fuse Boxes

Additional Lights, Sockets,
TV Points

Fault Finding

Security Lighting
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Detectors

Periodic Inspections

& PAT Testing

<
)

All work tested by our $ :
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Daytime: 07861 398288
Evening: 01707 262771

www.ib-electrical.co.uk
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Welwyn St Mary's
Church of England Primary School
“Believe and Achieve”

Outstanding

Ofsted September 2013

Excellent
SIAMS 2019

01438 714169
15 London Road, Welwyn, AL6 9DJ
Email: admin@welwynst-marys.herts sch.uk
Website: www.welwynst-marys. herts.sch.uk
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MEMBER

Alicedh
Coralie

GI Homes
y n Trust

We are a local Almshouse Charity with
14 properties in
Turmore Dale and Hyde Valley
Welwyn Garden City

If you are over 60 and looking for accommeodation,
please contact our Managing Agents:

First Garden Cities Homes on:

01462 683307

We may be able to help
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The

Dear Friends

I am lucky enough to generally enjoy
good health, and as so often, | rather
take it for granted. My day to day life is
predicated on being healthy, and being
able to get on with the day’s tasks as |
wish. So that when I amill or injured |
get rather grumpy and frustrated. But
perhaps the worst thing about illness
or, in particular, an injury, is the way it
means you can think about little else.

It is as if life is on hold until you get
better. And say for instance, you pull a
muscle in your foot, suddenly it feels as
though your whole body is affected
not just your foot. You had probably
not spent much time thinking about
how your foot helps you to get around,
until it doesn’t, and then it is all you
can think about.

Many philosophies make a
distinction between bodies and minds
—or bodies and souls. And as | say, very
often we go about life as though the
two things were separate. We read and
think and talk, and most of the time we
do not really worry about what our
body is doing. But it isn’t quite as
simple as that. As we have already
noticed if something goes wrong with
your body, then it’s difficult for the
mind to concentrate.

Often if we are ill or hurt, we don’t
find it easy to read or talk or think — or
at least if we do think, we are thinking
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about our
ailment. As we
come to the
start of Lent on
Ash Wednesday
22" February,
SO we are
reminded that
we are made up
of dust—we are
creatures with material bodies. The
day before, we may well have over
indulged those bodies with pancakes
or the more flamboyant indulgences of
mardi gras —now we try and exert
some discipline over them. Not
because they are bad or likely to lead
us astray, but simply because they are
part of us. Sometimes perhaps, when
they go wrong, we wish they weren’t,
but God has created us with bodies
and minds, and he loves all of us.
For some people this winter, perhaps
more than usual, those bodies will be
cold or hungry. For some elsewhere in
the world, those bodies will be
cowering from, or injured in, violence
and war. Christianity is not just about
putting the minds right, it is also about
putting the bodies right —because in
fact you cannot do one without the
other. We are about food banks, and
warm spaces, and peace making, and
peace keeping, just as much as we are
about prayer. You cannot do one
without the other, and that works
both ways.

Yours |




Struggling?

That's not surprising. The last two years have
provided many reasons to feel stressed.

The real problems start when stress gets
stuck in your body.

Muscle tension, aches and pains, anxiousness
and fatigue are all signs that your body may be
retaining stress. Our gentle process enables you
to release and resolve Physically Retained
Stress.

Book your complimentary 15 minute consultation
to discuss your concerns and learn how our
solution can help you get back to living life.

It's a conversation, not a commitment.

WELWYN CHIROPRACTIC

Wellingham House, 15 Church Street

Welwyn, Herts ALG 9LN

01438 717865
www. welwynchiropractic.co.uk

IS YOUR BODY
RETAINING
STRESS?

Welwyn Chiropractic
patients have reported
improvements with:

Headaches/migraines
Neck painfstiffness
Shoulder injuries
Elbow pain
Back painflumbago
Sciatica
Hip pain
Knee pain
Ankle sprains

Muscle
spasms/cramps

General aches and
pains

SIMON ROPER
SERVICES

WALL & FLOORTILING

Ceramics —Porcelain — Stone
Tanking Systems
Under Tile Heating

»

M- 07941 011467
T-01438 811683

Email : simonroperservices@gmail.com
Ei: simon roper tiling services

Welwyn
Wlnd

Cleonlng

07973 866462

welwynwindowcleaning.co.uk




Rt Revd Alan Winton Retires

Alan Winton on Consecration day with Archbishop Rowan Williams
and the then Bishop of Norfolk, Graham James.

Alan Winton was Rector of Welwyn from to work with the European Ecumenical
1999 until 2009. On 29" September 2009  Commission for Church and Society.

he was consecrated Suffragan Bishop of Following his ordination in 1991 he served
Thetford at St Paul’s Cathedral by the his Curacy at Christ Church Southgate
Archbishop of Canterbury, and moved to before becoming Priest-in-Charge at
Norfolk with his wife Pippa and their two St Paul’s Walden, during which time he
daughters. simultaneously held a post within the

After working for Shell, Alan completed Diocese of St Albans as Continuing
a PhD in Biblical Studies at Sheffield Ministerial Education Officer.
University before moving to Strasbourg continued on p13
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FIZZ

catlering

Fabulouy food for any occasion

Maria Sherriff
Welwyn Village - 07919 090419
mariasherriff@yahoo.com

BN R

WHITE HART

WELWYN

Restaurant, Bar,
Guestrooms & Function
Room

We offer a seasonal A La Carte
menu as well as a Tasting Menu &
drinks flight.

Our bar specializes in expertly
made cocktails, well kept beers &
good quality wines.

2 Prospect Place, Welwyn, AL6 gEN
www.whitehartwelwyn.co.uk | 01438

Your Local Independent Audiologist

- Wax removal -
- Hearing tests -
QJM‘P - Hearing aids - ‘*QW?
- Custom ear plugs -

Based in Codicote, 16 years NHS
experience, home visits available.

Tel: 07495 65 50 84
www.hertshearing.co.uk
catherine@hertshearing.co.uk
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Rt Revd Alan Winton Retires continued from p11

St Paul’s Walden Bury was the childhood
home of Queen Elizabeth the Queen
Mother and Alan had stories to tell of his
encounters with her during her visits!

He came to Welwyn as Rector in 1999
during which time he presided over the
formation of the Welwyn Team Ministry,
adding two further churches to the three
he already had responsibility for. Alan was
also instrumental in the fund-raising for
and building of Church House attached to
St Mary’s Church. This facility was many
years in the making following a number
of alterations to the plans. It opened in
February 2007 making a significant
difference to the church and wider
community in Welwyn.

After nearly 14 years, Bishop Alan
announced his intention to retire in April
2023. He said:

“l am very aware of how blest I’'ve been
to serve as one of the bishops in such a
lovely part of the country. Visiting the
churches of the diocese week by week,
worshipping in such beautiful buildings,
meeting such caring and committed people
has been a joy.

I’'m also grateful for the chance
I've enjoyed to play a small part in
encouraging the fabulous and crucial work
that goes on in our schools.

It has been deeply moving to witness the
commitment and generosity of so many
people whose faith leads them to serve
their communities, particularly where
poverty, homelessness and other marks of
our tragically unequal society are present.

I've often said that the task of ministry
can be summarised as learning to love the
people God has given you to serve. | feel
very thankful that God placed me in

11

a diocese where that has been such a
happy task.

As Pippa and | move away from the
diocese next year, we will do so with much
to give thanks for to God. The people of
Norfolk and Waveney will remain in our
hearts and our prayers with thanksgiving
for all we’ve shared.”

The Bishop of Norwich, the Rt Revd
Graham Usher added:

“Alan Winton’s ministry as Bishop of
Thetford has been marked by grace
and pastoral care. He has made a
significant contribution to many areas of
diocesan life, including the selection and
training of clergy, our church schools, and
parishes in his care.

Like many others, | am grateful for his
friendship and the way in which he
welcomed me to the diocese. His wife,
Pippa, has been a gentle and prayerful
presence amongst us with an ability to
come alongside people, especially
partners of the clergy” .

All of us who knew Alan in Welwyn will
wish them both well in their retirement.




¥ Routine foot care including: ¥
Nail trimming
Thickened nail reduction
Callus reduction
Corn removal
Verrucae
Fungal nail infections
Ingrowing toenail
¢ Cracked heels ¥

Fully qualified, insured and DBS checked

To book a home visit please
contact:

07932 377083

[

Quality Care in Your Home

v Hugely Rewarding

v Work Life Balance

v Friendly Supportive Team
v" Quality Time with Clients
v Full Training Provided

v’ Career Development

v Time to Travel

v' Great Pay & Benefits

Car Drivers ONLY

10, %)

AWARDS » "

CareQuality
homecare.co.uk Commission

mabing o difference every day
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C D CAMPBELL

Painting & Decorafing and
Ceneral Maintenance
Controctor

Free Estimates

Wehwyn
Hertfordshire
AlLs OTd

Tel: 0788% 333122
Home Mo: 01438 717074

Emwail: colincamipbell 1941 @hotmail.couk

Call us on 01707 682 100

Can you make a positive difference every day?
We look after amazing people in the comfort of their own homes

now
ccRUITNG &5
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www.rightathome.co.uk/welwyn
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Saturday Concert

The second season of Saturday Recitals in St Mary’s is now in full
swing and being well supported by a loyal following as word gets
around about the high standard of music available in Welwyn village.

Whilst the concerts are free to attend, there is a retiring collection
for Church Funds. Thanks to increasing audience numbers, modest
fees can now be offered to performers, and these are much
appreciated by those young people who are still studying at
the Royal Academy and similar world-class institutions.

The next Recital:

Cambridge Chamber Ensemble
Saturday 11 February 2023
12 noon at Welwyn St Mary’s Church

Stephen Foster (violin and viola) and Anastasia Matkovskaia (piano)
are well known to audiences at St Mary's and will play sonatas by
Mendelssohn and Schubert, with some short pieces by
Tchaikovsky and Mussorgsky to end the concert .

COPOPCPPPP00000000000000000

2422422222222 22222 222222222 ¢
13

2444444444442 2244222244 4 24



WOOLMER PEST CONTROL

Hertfordshire
All Pest Control Work Carried Out
Father & Son business
07773 453380 Conor
0778 714 8008 Malachy
Email: woolmerpestcontrolltd@gmail.com
www.woolmerpestcontrol.co.uk  ANPTA
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COPPER & CALICO
UPHOLSTERY
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Welwyn workshop ~ Tel: 01438 553099
www.copperandealico.co.uk

KATE WHITELAND

FITNESS PHYSIOTHERAPY

SPORTS INJURY CLINIC
\ HYDROTHERAPY
= PILATES

Sports Injuries Whiplash & Headaches

Back Pain & Neck Pain Joint, Nerve & Muscular Pain
Arthritis & Tendonitis Post — Op Rehabilitation

Work Associated Pain Pregnancy related Pain

Telephone 07956 372891
Email katewhiteland@gmail.com

www.fitnessphysio.co.uk

KATE WHITELAND BSc (Hons) MSc MMACP MCSP
Member of the Health Professions Council
The Therapy Rooms, Natural Health,

36 Wigmeres North, Welwyn Garden City,
Herts AL8 6PH

SPANISH AFTER
SGHOOL GLUB

AGES
5-10

£15
PER CHILD

FUN CLASSES FOR CHILDREN IN WELWYN
(TEWIN) *SMALL GROUPS*
3.45pm-4.45pm

(EXTENDED SESSIONS AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST)

GET IN TOUCH TO BOOK YOUR SPOT !

Mobile: 07842 130 219
Email: miclasespanishclub@hotmail.com

Peter Scoats

Carpentry
&
Property maintenance

Tel : Welwyn
01438 715986
07962 318840

scoats007@gmail.com



20 mph Limits

One of the perhaps unexpected
developments of the pandemic in
Welwyn, as an aid to social distancing,
was the introduction of planters at the
roadside in the village centre sporting
20mph signs. Introduced to make more
space for pedestrians to pass one
another safely, thereby narrowing the
roadway with mini-chicanes which slow
down traffic. The 20mph temporary
restrictions remain in place though the
need for social distancing has lapsed.
Whilst it seems obvious that the 20mph
restrictions in Welwyn centre should
lead to fewer accidents and injuries, we
thought we should look at what has
happened where more extensive
20mph restrictions have been
introduced.

Edinburgh introduced 20mph speed
limits on many streets between 2016-
2018. Researchers at Edinburgh
University found that in one year,
collisions fell by 40%, casualties by 39%
and fatalities by 23%. However,
another scheme in Belfast city centre
streets led to a drop in casualties and
collisions of just 2%.

More comparable to Welwyn is the
village of Wheathampstead, which
introduced extensive traffic calming
measures and a 20mph limit several
years ago. Although no data is available
on the number of accidents, both
Welwyn and Wheathampstead provide
a more pleasant environment for
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pedestrians since the
restrictions were
introduced.

The Royal Society
for the Prevention of
Accidents suggests
that pedestrians are 40% less likely to
die when hit by a car travelling at
20mph compared with 30mph. We
have heard it said that 20mph limits are
not enforceable, which is wrong. But it
may be less likely that resources will be
allocated to enforcement of such a low
limit.

At the time of writing, the consensus
amongst our parish councillors is in
favour of the Welwyn 20mph
restrictions continuing, though not
every one of them is of this view. If you
have an opinion, one way or another,
you may wish to let your councillor(s)
know. You can find their contact details
posted on the noticeboard outside the
parish office in Lockleys Drive, or online
at www.welwyn-pc.gov.uk

If you are already predisposed to
maintaining and even extending the
current zone where 20mph restrictions
apply, you might like to lend your
support to the ‘20’s Plenty for
Hertfordshire’ campaign:

www.20splentyforherts.org

John Mitchell and Valerie Richards
www.owl.co.uk/herts



SWEEPSMARY
Chimney Sweep

e Sweeping all types of Flues

e Chimney CCTV Inspections

o Chimney Leakage Tests o

¢ Bird Nests Removed »
¢ Pots and Cowls Fitted «

e Clean and Friendly Service »

01438 553 023
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PC
Asset

Services

Your local, friendly computer helper
New computers, laptops, printers *
refurbished computers = anti-virus

wireless networks * home tutorials =
installations and setup * troubleshooting *
upgrades * security ® PC health check =
repairs * broadband installation
Phone 07768 055906
Email: info@pcassetservices.co.uk

www.pcassetservices.co.uk
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FlexiFootCare

Mobile Podiatry & Chiropody Services

HCPC Registered Podiatrist:
Diane Fletcher BSc (Hons), RCPod

Offering a

rofessional foot care

service at affordable prices in the
comfort of your home

« Nail care, corns, callus « Ingrown toenails
« Diabetic foot assessments « Foot pain &
more

- Y I x ‘ "B N
07903 293533

www.flexifootcare.co.uk
flexifootcare@hotmail.com

sTUDIO C ARCHITECTS LTD

Providing architectural design services that respond to your needs

*

FREE CONSULTATION
*  PROFESSIONAL & PERSONABLE APPROACH
* PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION APPLICATIONS
¥ TENDER & CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION
*

NEW BUILDS & EXTENSIONS
ALTERATION, RENOVATION & REFURBISHMENT

&
(E) sarahcoughlan@studio-c-architects.com

(W)www.studio-c-architects.com
(T) 01920 413302

Sarah Coughlan
BA (Hons)Arch Pg.Dip(Plym) RIBA

sTUDIO C ARCHITECTS LTD

architectural design services

RIBA
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Parish Registers
St Mary’s Welwyn

Funerals

11th November Michael Tanner
30th November Patricia Nicholson
22nd December Shirley Haslam

St Mary’s Welwyn

Burial of Ashes
3rd January Joan Wilson
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DeVito’s
Kitchens & Bathrooms Itd

We cover all aspects of installing your
bathroom or kitchen including

plastering, decorating and electrics

a3 B

%, 07789861004
[\&7] devitosltd@outlook.com
[ pevito's Kitchens and Bathrooms

W elasgen

5t 1990

PRIVATE SPANISH TUTOR =

*FOR CHILDREN AND ADULTS*

QUALIFIED TEACHER (QTS) / NATIVE / VERY EXPERIENCED
DBS CHECKED / CLASES ONLINE OR IN PERSON
(ONE TO ONE OR SMALL GROUPS)

MOBILE: 07842 130 219
EMAIL: ANDREA.TUTOR1@YAHQO.COM

F’bmijé

Retail & Business Florist

29 High Street, Welwyn, Hertfordshire. AL6 9EE
%, 01438 716569 = info@welwynflorist.co.uk
w @welwynflorist f theoldwelwynflorist

t" e WWW.Welwynflorist.co.uk
e

lorist

Richard Parsons
French Polisher
& Furniture Restorer

Antiques - Modern Furniture -
Pianos - Full Repair Service

27 ST MARTINS ROAD
KNEBWORTH (01438) 812200
HERTS. SG3 6ER 07946 422151
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-5 Ken Hodson
Local Computer Hardware and Software Repairs,

Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business
Tel. 07974 166743 1 01582 794723

Email enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
www.kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk

+  Mofix, nofee for all repairs - you have nothing te lese.

»  Low hourly rate

= Most repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be picked up from and
delivered back fo you

Problems with Windows / Applications f Intemet / networks fixed

Friendly training and instruction available in plain English

Advice given on upgrades - many elder computers can be upgraded at a fraction of
1he cost of a new machine

»  Upgrades of hardware and saftware camed out




Welwyn Natural History Society

Welcome to our first communication
of 2023. Yes, we agree —time flies!

We had our AGM in January (more
about that next month) and are looking
forward to seeing you this month when
we have our yearly joint lecture with
the Hertfordshire Natural History
Society.

A different one this time as we will
all be celebrating the 10" Anniversary
of the founding of Heartwood Forest
in Sandridge, northwest of St Albans.
To remind you, this extract is from
their site on the web:

“A vast new forest of more than
half a million trees, pockets of ancient
woodland, wildflower meadows and
fantastic wildlife spotting. It’s no
surprise that the Woodland Trust's
Heartwood Forest is one of our most
popular destinations.”

“What’s more, Heartwood Forest
promises to be even bigger and better
in the future. Visit us today and you
can go wild in the great outdoors,
enjoy some fantastic walks and really
get back to nature. Come back again
and you’ll be rewarded with the
unique chance to watch this new
natural world grow all around you.”

This type of enterprise seems to me
to be much more valuable than the
haphazard planting of trees across
Hertfordshire, so | will be most
interested to hear what our speaker
has to say... and | think it will be
Tim Hill — who better?

Hoping to see you on 22 February,
at 8pm in the Welwyn Civic Centre.

Visitors £4; children FREE.
Judith Watson




Bible Discovery’s gifts to Ukraine

For Christmas 2022 we all wanted
to do something for charity again,
and ALPHS, run by Tina Banks, was
chosen. We both know Tina very
well and had seen how what is given
actually reaches its destination
quickly, see these photographs to
prove it. Tina suggested filling shoe
boxes with gifts for a community
centre she supports in Ukraine.
Bombed out of their homes, the
women and children live together,
many bereaved of their husbands.

So many of you responded to the
plea for gifts to go into the boxes!

A heartfelt thank you to you all, and
not forgetting our charity shop in
Welwyn who found heaps of woolly
hats and gloves for us. Our home was

full to the brim with DIY shoe boxes
being assembled and filled with heaps
of wonderful toys, chocolate, books,
felt tip pens, drawing books, gloves
and scarves, jewellery, toiletries, food
in tins and packets.....! Our hall looked
like an overcrowded market place!

We placed a Christmas card in
each box with a message in English
translated into Ukrainian by our dear
Ukrainian guest, Nadia, working her
socks off at our kitchen table. The
boxes were then wrapped in Christmas
paper, all 64 of them! There were also
10 boxes filled with items too large to
go in the shoe boxes: clothing, candles,
torches, water purifying tablets, lots
more food, toys, games and puzzles
for children and a large bag of baby

\

continued on p21




Bible Discovery’s gifts to Ukraine continued from p20

clothes. There was a wonderful At Christmas we received a

atmosphere of happiness and laughter wonderful video of the team wishing

while people worked away. us all a ‘Happy Christmas’ and grateful
The very next day, Tina arrived thanks for what we had given. Then

with her ALPHS van and we loaded it we received another video of children

up. A few days later we received a opening the boxes, smiles all over

photo of it all being loaded into the their faces.

lorry bound for Ukraine, the Meanwhile, Tina loads another

courageous Ukrainian team awaiting lorry to take the requested much

its arrival to deliver all the contents. needed supplies off to Ukraine. She

also “does a shout” for the rest of the
money needed to buy the ambulance
for the hospital she supports, kick
started by the amazing sum of money
raised by the churches’ Christmas
pantomime.

Our prayers this year are for peace
for these courageous people of
Ukraine, many living without electricity
and water supplies. Even the shops are
being bombed Nadia tells us as she
speaks to her friends under siege in
Ukraine. Their endurance and bravery
are very inspiring and we must not let

our support for them waver.
Mike and Gay Carpenter

Support your local market! f;':? ) W
[ CRAFT & FARMERS }ﬁ

12" February and 12" March /L
10.00 am — 1.30 pm
Civic Centre, Welwyn
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Nothing ever happens in February!

February is often perceived as a boring
month, when nothing ever happens, so |
thought | would have a little look back in
history to find out if there have been any
notable events. It turns out that there
have been quite a few.

For example, in 1301 (the earliest
date | found) the son of King Edward |
of England became the first ever Prince
of Wales on 7" February and on
10" February 1355 the students of
Oxford University fought a pitched battle
over the course of two or three days with
local townspeople resulting in around
90 deaths and many injuries. A few
centuries later, the students, obviously
sated with fighting as a result of the
earlier battle, declared on 14t February
1933 that they would not fight “For King
and Country”. (The former fighting
resulted from a student’s complaint
about the inferior quality of the wine
he had been served!)

February has not always been a good
month for royalty. 2" February 1902
was Queen Victoria’s state funeral and,
of course, King George VI died on
6™ February 1952. On 12" February 1554
Lady Jane Grey, the “nine days queen”,
was beheaded in the Tower of London,
aged only 16, and in 1587 on 8" February
Mary Queen of Scots suffered the same
fate but at Fotheringhay Castle.

In 1797 over 1,000 French troops
attempted to invade Britain by landing
on the Welsh coast near Fishguard on
22" February. The stalwart ladies of that
region send them packing! However, on
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26" February the Bank of England issued
the first ever pound note partly in
response to the panic which arose in
the country as a result of the attempted
invasion. Continuing on the theme of
money, on 16" February 1659, a cheque
was used for the first time in Britain as
Mr Nicholas Vanacker settled a debt

and in 1971 Britain went decimal on
15" February and half crowns, bobs,
tanners, threepenny bits and enormous
pennies disappeared from our lives for
ever.

Several innovations occurred in
February, too. In 1804 (21 February)
Mr Richard Trevithick, an engineer,
demonstrated the first steam engine to
run on rails and, somewhat later, in 1958
parking metres were introduced to the
streets of Mayfair on 5™ February. In
1927 Malcolm Campbell set a new land
speed record on 4™ February, at Pendine
Sands in Wales covering the Flying
Kilometre (in an average of two runs)
at 174.883 mph (281.447 km/h) and
the Flying Mile in 174.224 mph
(280.386 km/h), in the Napier-Campbell
Bluebird.

Of course, there have been many
more notable events than these few
| have cited, including the second battle
of St Albans, and New Amsterdam being
re-named New York, but these are the
ones | found interesting. | hope you do

too.
R. McNeill



Friends of Danesbury and QVM

Love is in the air, everywhere | look
around, Love is in the air, every sight
and every sound!

February is the month of love... and
our shop in Welwyn High Street has
been preparing to be part of the annual
Valentine’s day celebration. No doubt
our window display will be worth
a look. Our shop also has lots of
affordable items which during these
hard times could offer you that gift
for someone special without breaking
the bank.

Throughout February we will be
carrying out refurbishments within the
shop, to modernise it and make items
more accessible. Please do look out for
signs on our shop window and website
for updates on which days we will be
having to closing the shop.

Some of our supporters may also
have noticed that the flat above our
shop has gone up for sale. Please can
| reassure you that this will have no
impact on our shop below and we will
be open to the public for many more
years to come.

As a special treat before Christmas,
the Welwyn Wailers reunited one more
time to sing carols at both Danesbury
and QVM. This proved to be a huge
success and was enjoyed by all who
attended. We would like to take this
opportunity to say a special thank you
to all those who organised and took
part in this event.
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At Danesbury and QVM the calm
after the Christmas celebrations
has not lasted long as the gym
refurbishment continues. The physio
and occupational therapists have again
been displaced while the refurbishment
takes place, with patients carrying out
their physiotherapy in make do
accommodation. However, this has not
stopped patient progress and we are
happy to report that the ‘Friends” have
been able to support the refurbishment
of the gym with the purchase of new
equipment. At QVM the refurbishment
of the hospital has finally come to an
end, with only the odd finishing
touches due to take place.

A big thank you to everyone who has
supported our shop this year, both by
donating amazing clothes and other
items for resale and by purchasing
items in the shop throughout the year.
The shop is a treasure trove of things to
buy, it is the main source of our income
and funds everything we do to support
the patients at Danesbury and the
Queen Victoria Memorial Hospital. A
special thank you as well to everyone
who supported our Christmas raffle,
we raised an amazing £1,180. Your
generosity is truly appreciated.

We have also had a great response
in regards to needing volunteers at
Danesbury and QVM. For those that
have offered their time, thank you.

Wishing you a wonderful February,
Friends of Danesbury & QVM



The Sad Demise of Reuben Nobbs

Welwyn can rarely be considered a
hotbed of crime, least of all violent crime.
Indeed, reading the Petty Court reports
of years gone by the little crime which
occurred seemed to have been limited to
cases of drunkenness, poaching and the
theft of turnips from fields.

This makes the events of June 1868
even more surprising. The participants in
this sad tale were James Blow, William
Orchard and Reuben Nobbs. After the
events of 6"June 1868 only two would
still be alive to see the next day.

James Blow was a strong, well-built 49
year old who worked as a Superintendent
of Works on the Danesbury estate. He
lived in Mill Lane with his wife Mary and
son Thomas Bates Blow, who later would
found the renowned Bee Hive factory.

Around 9 pm on the night in question,
James was leaving the Baron of Beef pub
when he passed in the doorway William
Orchard, a groom from Tewin Water.
Allegedly, in passing in the doorway,
James pushed against Orchard rather
firmly, to which Orchard took offence.
Orchard followed James into the street
demanding to know “what he meant by
pushing him”.

As so often can happen, particularly
after the consumption of a couple of ales,
things got out of hand. When James
refused to talk to him, William once again
demanded to know what Blow meant by
pushing him. As James reached his front
door, just twenty yards away, he had
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clearly decided to end the conversation
and knocked Orchard to the ground
before going into his house and locking
the door. Orchard did not take kindly to
this and after recovering, hammered and
kicked at the front door for some time
before returning to the pub to find out
who his assailant had been. Soon he
returned, with his coat stripped off,
ready for a fight.

This could have ended as just another
Saturday night ale-induced brawl but now
fate took an unkind turn. Whilst Orchard
was away preparing for a fight, Blow’s
friend Reuben Nobbs had been observing
events from his sweetheart’s house
across the street. Twenty eight year old
Nobbs was a close friend of James Blow
and worked under him at Danesbury. In
fact it was claimed that Blow treated
him as a son.

Rueben crossed to Blow’s house and
fastened the gate, presumably to deny
Orchard entry. However on Orchard’s
return he simply jumped over the fence
and proceeded once again to hammer
violently on Blow’s door. Reuben was
stooping in the garden when Blow came
out of his house armed with a poker.
Orchard was in the garden when James
Blow passed him and struck out at a
person he assumed was an accomplice.
Unfortunately in the poor light he struck
not Orchard nor any accomplice, but his
friend Reuben Nobbs. The injured Nobbs
was taken into Blow’s house and the
surgeon Mr Morris called. He found two



The Sad Demise of Reuben Nobbs continued from p24

small wounds to his head and ordered
him to be sent home and kept quiet. He
was at this point conscious, and engaged
Blow in conversation, but during the
night he lost consciousness and died at 9
o’clock the next morning.

The post mortem revealed a severe
fracture to the skull with much blood
loss. The body of unfortunate Reuben
was moved to the White Hart where
the inquest was held before coroner
Mr Charles Hart, with a jury of 15.
Reports state the room was crowded by
the inhabitants of the village and
neighbourhood, where the occurrence
had caused general excitement and
regret’. After considering the case the
coroner ruled that Blow should appear
before the magistrates to be charged

with manslaughter. He was brought
before the magistrate Dr Adby on
Monday and committed for trial with bail
set to £200 for himself and two sureties
of £100 each supplied by his brother
Henry, and William Blake of Danesbury.
The trial was heard in Hertford in July and
much of the same evidence was given.
James pleaded guilty to manslaughter
and expressed deep sorrow and regret at
the events of that night. After much legal
argument the jury found him guilty but
with a strong recommendation for mercy.
James was released on his two bail
sureties to keep the peace for twelve
months, so clearly mercy was shown
but in an era of capital punishment,
how lucky was he?

Paul Jiggens




Stories in Glass at Ayot St Peter

The beautiful
stained-glass
memorial windows in
our church are always
much admired by
visitors. Most are
dedicated to people
who died after 1875,
when the church was completed, and
all those remembered are buried in the
old churchyard, where the previous
village church stood.

The impressive west window was
donated by George Robinson of Ayot
Bury in memory of his wife Jane Ann,
who died in 1879. George Robinson
was the son of a felt maker from
Staffordshire. He joined Coutts Bank
and was only the second person who
started as a clerk to be promoted to
partner. Of all the people remembered
in the windows, Jane Ann Robinson is
the only one known to have lived in the
village. Her window is very striking and
bright, even on the dullest day.

The next window is a small memorial
dedicated to the “infant children of
W.F. and M.C. Thompson”. These were
two baby daughters of William Frederic
and Marie Charlotte Thompson. This
London couple were probably friendly
with Henry Jephson, the Ayot Rector,
from his time as curate of Evesham,
where Marie lived before her marriage.
Edith Thompson, their surviving
daughter, was a high-achiever with
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interests in education, welfare and
sport, who was awarded a CBE for her
work.

The next three windows on the south
side are all dedicated to the family of
William Henry Wills, who was Charles
Dickens’ editor, and also his friend. The
Wills family lived at the house called
Sherrards on Rectory Road, which was
in Welwyn parish at that time, but is
closer to Ayot St Peter church than
Welwyn St Mary’s.

The only memorial window on the
north side of the church remembers
Annie Catherine Boulton who died in
1894. The window was provided by
her husband Dr Percy Boulton and
her son by her first marriage, Captain
Vickerman of “the Buffs” (the East Kent
regiment). The Boultons were London
residents, but both Annie Catherine
and Henry Jephson were from
Nottinghamshire families, so that may
have been the link to our church.

The stories of all the families
represented in the windows can be
found on our website:

www.ayotstpeter.com

Local singing group, the Felici
Company, will perform a special
Valentine’s Concert in the church
on Saturday 18 February at 7.15pm.
Tickets are £15 each from Zoe

on 07712 530550.
Valerie Richards



Jubilee Trees at St Michael’s

At a St Michael’s church meeting in
March 2022 it was decided that the best
way to celebrate the amazing service
given to our county by Queen Elizabeth
was to plant a tree in the new church
yard. Those in the know decided that the
best time to plant a tree was in Autumn,
and so it was not until September 2022
that we began to consider where best
to buy a tree.

It was at this time that Hertfordshire
launched it’s ‘Your Tree Our future’
scheme, and anyone willing to plant a
tree, or trees, on their land would be
given a tree of their choice. This,to a
Church with limited financial resources,
seemed a gift from God; an opportunity
too good to
miss. From
the extensive
list provided
by the
council we
chose two
trees, a
Rowan and
a Crab Apple,
and placed
our order.
Several
months later,
when we had
forgotten all
about the
tree planting
scheme, we
received
instructions

from the council, telling us where
and when we could collect our trees.
Alan Gowans kindly agree to take his
spacious car to pick them up. The
collection point was in a WGC car park.
It was all beautifully organised and Alan
was quickly provided with our ordered
items. We were all somewhat amused
to find that the spacious car was super-
fluous, and a carrier bag was all that was
necessary to transport our ‘trees’ which
were in fact more like twigs than trees!
However, we duly planted them in
their allotted places, just a week before
the very cold spell. We followed the
instructions kindly provided by the
council and now await Spring to see if
the precious

twigs have
survived. Our
thanks go to
Hertfordshire

4l generous
= ‘Your Tree,
L M Our future’

s | Scheme, to

.| Nita and

-"’&‘;,.-n Alan for

v ¥ collecting

4| the trees and

i to Christie,

* 8 who helped

§ me with the

planting.
Susan Keach



PCC Meeting 21st November 2022

The Rector/Chairman opened the
meeting in the customary manner and
the minutes of the previous meeting
were approved and signed. There
were no matters arising.

Finance: Unsurprisingly the
discussion centred around the contract
for the supply of electricity. This has
been, and remains, under review to
see whether any cheaper deals are
available. Currently the electricity is on
a flexible price contract. It is possible
that the next bill might include a rebate
in which case it might be advantageous
to stay on an unfixed price contract
rather than move to a fixed price
contract.

Both St Mary’s and St Michael’s have
been successful in their applications for
grants (£250) from the Diocese to help
with the cost of running the warm
spaces.

Fabric : Stuart Jenkin circulated his
report prior to the meeting. He had
thoroughly investigated the challenge
of Net Zero Carbon by 2030 and
produced a detailed audit for St Mary’s
compared with the Church of England’s
document, “A practical path to net zero
carbon for our churches.” It was
agreed that all affordable steps are
already in place at St Mary’s. However
the following may be considered:

(1) Installing solar panels with
battery storage if any re-roofing
should be required to a roof

(Church House) having a sunny
aspect.

Obtaining an Energy
Performance Certificate for
Church House.

Revisiting the Church of England
Bronze Eco award.

All agreed to the replacing of the
back door which is not weatherproof
at St Michael’s House.

The necessary improvement to the
Mansafe roof system for St Mary’s
Church has been authorised.

Rector’s Items: The Director of
Music’s proposal for choral
scholarships at St Mary’s had been
circulated prior to the meeting. It was
enthusiastically endorsed by the Rector
and agreed to by all present. It is hoped
that the costs will be offset by income
from concerts and choral work. If you
have not been to one of these concerts
why not go along — you might be
pleasantly surprised. They take place
once a month at lunchtime on a
Saturday.

It was also suggested that some
income could be generated by asking
for voluntary donations for
livestreamed events. To be considered.

Mission Action Plan: The church
calendar for 2023 has been prepared
and particular mention was made of
the rota evening scheduled for 7"
March. Please consider attending with
a view to volunteering for one of the

(2)

(3)
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PCC Meeting 21st November 2022 continued from p28

worthy roles at St Mary’s as the Rector undertake online safeguarding training

cannot do them all by himself! to CO level and inform the Rector to
The Parish Giving Scheme: is proving keep the record up to date. Similarly
popular and beneficial as a regular DBS checks should be up to date and
giving scheme as it allows for expiry dates notified to the Rector for
inflationary increases. the record.
Fayres / fetes: were suggested as At present there is no permanent
effective fund raising events but the organist at St Mary’s. The ad hoc

concern was noted that if St Mary’s was arrangement continues.
to organise its own fete, that would

detract from or be diminished by the Can you play the organ'-’

Welwyn Festival. If so St Mary’s would be pleased to

There was a report from the last
) hear from you. Please contact the
Deanery Synod meeting. Amongst . .
Rector via e:mail:

other matters they had widened the rector@welwyn.org.uk
opportunities for folk to get involved in
the Bike and Hike event that is so
profitable.
All members of the PCC must

David Hughes

The Christmas appeal for funds
towards building an Art Studio
for Gombards Care Home in
Welwyn Village raised £2,533;
grateful thanks to everyone
who contributed.
Gombards has created a not-for-
profit business selling cards and gifts
made with custom artwork by the
people they support.

They can often be found selling
these items at the Community Café in
St Mary’s Church House
10.00/12 noon on Tuesday mornings.
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News from Woolmer Green Parish Council

Christmas Charity - fund raising

The Parish Council asked Market Manager, Tracie Harris, to nominate the charity
for Christmas 2022 fund raising and she chose the Hertfordshire Charity for Deprived
Children.

The Woolmer Green Band started the fund raising in November at the County
Funerals’ Christmas Wreath event in Little Wymondley, then went on to the Woolmer
Green November Farmers’ Market, The Red Lion Christmas Extravaganza and the
lights switch-on events in Datchworth and Burnham Green. The Woolmer Green Band
raised £260.08 and is very grateful to the businesses and individuals who generously
donated at the events.

The final event (pictured)
was the popular
Woolmer Green
Christmas Eve carols
around the tree when
a further £179.06 was
collected from the kind
people of Woolmer
Green.

A total of £439.14

will be given to the
charity. Thank you

to everyone who
donated, and all those
who organised and
participated in the
events.

Parish Council - update

The Parish Council is reviewing its finances and plans closely as it sets the budget
for 2023/24. At the December meeting it was agreed to have a thorough review of
the heating system to see where improvements could be made. Next date of the

Farmers’ Market is 26™ February 2023. Please come and support your local traders.
Sarah Hall
Woolmer Green Parish Council
sarah.hall@woolmergreenpc.org.uk
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Petergg‘%rby Tracie Harris Living

o e Clinical Hypnotherapist,
ANTIQUES RESTORATION NLP & CBT Therapy
over 40 years experience sessions for children,
All Repairs, Inc. Modern, Polishing teenagers S adults
Fully Insured, No V.AT.

Free consultations available
Tel: 01920 821973 07957 421739
e.mail: peterworby56@gmail.com www.tracieharrisliving.com

Mobile: 07803 893937

CG ACCOUNTING LIMITED

Offering accounting, bookkeeping & tax services to suit all businesses

PAYE, Payroll, VAT, Self-assessment, Management Accounts,
Annual Accounts Compliance

Contact Caroline on

Mobile: 07786 863050 Email: info@cgaccounting.co.uk

, Gill's Bathrooms & Kitchens
36 Burrowfield

Welwyn Garden City
BATHROOMS & KITCHENS Herts AL7 4SR

www.gillsbathrooms.co.uk | www.gillskitchens.co.uk

1'— — i T
Don’t move. I

Improve! -

Here at Gill's we believe that the kitchen and bathroom are the most important rooms in
your home and we're here to help you create that perfect space - whatever your style.
Get in touch today to find out how we can help make your dream home.

= Kitchen & Bathroom Installation * Plumbing & Heating » Property Maintenance

Give us a call

01707 371707

Email us
sales@gillsbathrooms.co.uk
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Mardley Heath WI

November 2022

“If music be the food of love”

This month brought beauty, peace and
tranquillity

In these times when there seems so
much futility

Ursula Grainger brought her harp to
entertain us all

We agreed without question that we
had a ball!

We didn’t dance, we had no singer
But we certainly wanted the music to
linger

Ursula read us passages within a world
where we felt secure

To think of others and the atrocities
they had to endure

The music then with our eyes closed
tight

Helped us to empathise with their
human plight

Did she leave us in this sad place?

Not at all, we went upbeat which put
a smile on my face

The harp is an instrument we don’t
hear often these days

But when played well, so many
sensations it can raise

It holds itself regally and is a joy to hear
With notes which float harmoniously to
your ear

It makes you think of a bygone age
When a harp would, and did, hold
centre stage

Mardley Heath ladies had such a treat
“Thank you Ursula” that evening will be
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hard to beat

“if music be the food of love, play on”
the bard said

| think our ladies would agree and take
that as read!

Ursula Grainger

December 2022

We gave the miserable old year a
hearty push into the past when we met
for our Christmas party in December.
Food, wine and fun cheered us up, and
we looked ahead with hope for better
times in 2023.

President Jean Stephens along with
her Committee, had prepared the long
table in advance. Decorations included

continued on p34



[Foot Fit @ | WOOLMER GREEN
R HALL

Caroline Davies
Dip.CFHP MPSPract(FHP)

AVAILABLE TO HIRE
for parties, meetings, clubs,

07747 346181 conferences.

Home Visits Licensed for wedding &
civil ceremonies.

e Removal of painful e Reduction of

corns and callus. thickened nails. WOOLMER GREEN
e Treatmentoffungal e Management of MARKET
nail infections and cracked heels Food & Craft
Jermucae ‘ Fourth Sunday of the month
' © Ingrown toenail 9am to 12pm
& Nail trimming. freatment.

www.woolmergreenpc.org.uk

T @ Tel: 0370 777 6132
Foot Health Professional

Hassle Free Dry Cleaning 2 Your Door
Let Top2Toes do the dirty work for you
Free Collection and Delivery

Y' Special offer for
Welwyn Readers

£5 off

All orders
£30ormore

Tops2Toes

Tops2Toes Immaculate dry cleaners offer a
FREE pickup and delivery service with 24 hour
turnaround as they are based locally.

Phone 07582152 425 or 07773 333 278 - tops2toes.online - info@tops2toes.online
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Mardley Heath WI continued from p32

lovely flower arrangements by Betty
Wiffen. Three lucky members who
had December birthdays were each
allowed to take home one of the floral
arrangements. Everyone received a
mystery present too. We laughed
through a light-hearted quiz, and gave
some preliminary thought to the Wl's
next National Resolutions.

Mardley Heath WI has been a centre
of friendship in the Oaklands area of
Welwyn for 66 years. Some members
who have moved away still come to
meetings from Stevenage and Welwyn
Garden City. Two of the present 27
members joined in the first few
months of its 1956 founding. It started
with 75 members (and a waiting list)
and it would be great to see some new
faces at our venue, Oaklands School.

The 2023 programme has been
prepared. The first meeting held on
Thursday 19th January at 7.30pm was

when Sarah Harrison spoke to us:
'You couldn't make it up - a humorous
look at life’.

Most meetings are held on the third
Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm at
Oaklands Primary School, Great North
Road, Welwyn. If you would like to try
us out, please just come along or call
our Secretary, Brenda Thomas on
01438 716571.

For any additional information,
please contact our Secretary by
e-mail at:

secretary.mhwi@gmail.com

New members and visitors are
always welcome.

Brenda Bigland CBE and Marjorie Sandiford




NEELIDENTISTRY
| 00000

General Dentistry. l
Childrens Dentistry.
Hygienist - Direct Access Available. | FOR MORE INFORMATION

Tooth Whitening. ORTO
l BOOK YOUR
NEW PATIENT EXAMINATION

Smile Makeovers.
Tooth Straightening - Braces.
Wrinkle Reduction / Facial Aesthetics.

VISIT AT
Dental Implants. l WWW.NEELDENTISTRY.COM
Nervous Patients Cared For. OR CALL
01438 712713

Available Evening 6 Weekends.

NEEL DENTISTRY | 43 HIGH STREET | WELWYN | HERTS | AL6 OEE

p—

Crea-t;and;n‘mu icate ART THERAPY CHIMNEY’ S EEPING
b j’ FOREVERYONE

e
DISCOVER YOUR INNER SELF THROUGH ART

THERAPY AND LET THE ART DO THE TALKING
FOR YOU

For more information visit our website at:

WWW.CREATEANDCOMMUNICATE.ORG
ROCHELLE.ART@OUTLOOK.COM

Joln Stinés | 1DS Window Cleaning

PAINTER & DECORATOR We clean windows & frames

Patios & Driveways Pressure Washing

INTERIOR/ EXTERIOR ; ;
Fascias & Conservatories

DULUX NETWORK MEMBER
POLE-FED PURE WATER SYSTEM

TEL 01707 266118 Call Luka on: 07713 490 773
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Reading Well

The Reading Well programme helps you
to understand and manage your health
and wellbeing using helpful reading.

The books are all chosen and
recommended by health experts, as well as
people living with the conditions covered
and their relatives and carers. You can be
recommended a title by a health
professional, or you can visit your local
library and take a book out yourself.

2.6 million Reading Well books have been
borrowed from libraries, and 91% of people
surveyed, found the books helpful.

There are five book lists available:

. Reading Well for children

. Reading Well for teens

. Reading Well for mental health

. Reading Well for long term
conditions

. Reading Well for dementia

Many of the Reading Well titles are also
available to borrow as e-books and audio
books. Visit your local library website to
find out how to join the library and access
books electronically.

The library is free to join for anyone who
lives or works in Hertfordshire. All you need
is ID showing your address and one of the
library volunteers will be delighted to sign
you up.

You can find the Welwyn Community
Library at the Civic Centre. Current opening
hours are:

. Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday and
Friday - 2pm-5pm
. Saturday - 10am-1pm

To find out more about the Reading Well
scheme visit your local library or visit:
www.reading-well.org.uk.

If you would like further information
about the Bridge Cottage Surgery
Patient Participation Group
please email:
ppgbridgecottage@gmail.com
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Jessie the Rectory Dog

Rather belated new year resolutions:

* To not get Master up in the middle of the
night because | have a poorly tummy from
too many apples.

* Not to eat too many apples which make
my tummy poorly.

* To allow Master a little room on the sofa
if he is good and not smelly.

* Not to assume that (and act as) if | am
supposed to be fed at seven o’clock, | will
be dead by 7.02 if this does not happen.

* Get out of the fairly new routine which

36

says | deserve a treat every bed time.

* Not to roll in unmentionably horrible
things.

* Not to assume that any person coming
up the drive is a major
military assault to

be repulsed with
maximum force, only
to jump in the person’s
arms if they do succeed
in gaining entry.

Jess
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Calland talk to

bluebird
care*

S Independent

] -"H;*%*Q Physiotherapy &
VUEELER Sports Injury Clinic

Musculoskeletal conditions, sports
injuries, orthopaedic rehabilitation, back and
neck injuries and dizziness.

Treatments include:
soft tissue massage, manipulation,
mobilisation, exercise prescription,
ultrasound, electrotherapy,
biotherapy laser & acupuncture

Podiatrist on Wednesday mornings

Opening hours
Varying times depending on days
Mon-Fri: from 8am to 7.30pm

Tel: 01438 716838

The Vineyards, 15a Codicote Road, Welwyn, ALG 9INE
wiww. physiovineyards.co.uk
practice@physiovineyards.co.uk

one of our friendly professionals today:

Care visits at home

We care passionately

For many people the questions
about care don't arise until
suddenly, there is a need.

Home care with Bluebird Care
can be anything from as little as
30 minutes up to several hours a
day, supporting you to remain as
independant as possible, living
the lifestyle you choose

01707 263 723

bluebirdcare.co.uk/welwyn-hatfield
welwynandhatfield@bluebirdcare.co.uk

We are independently regulated

ACORN PLAYGROUP
& PRE-SCHOOL

from little acorns, great oak trees grow

OFSTED OUTSTANDING Nursery School
FREE PLACES Children Aged 2 To 4 Years*
LARGE Classrooms + Secure Garden
ESTABLISHED over 20 years
OPEN Mon to Fri term-time 9am — 4pm

LARGE CAR PARK easy access
Established in 1992 in Oaklands, now located in Welwyn Village
*Government funding for 2 year olds (criteria applies) and 3-4 year olds

‘Whitehill, Off School Lane
Welwyn, Hertfordshire AL6 9FN

For more information call 01438 840132
or visit www.acornwelwyn.com

Outstand

Early y

ing
wide

Registerad Charity Number 1054698



Welwyn Parish Council

1 will start my
article by wishing
you all a happy,
peaceful, healthy
and safe 2023.

As | am writing
this at the
beginning of January, | cannot know
what the next 12 months will bring,
but | am hoping that the problems
everyone is having at the moment with
the cost of living, NHS etc. will start to
improve, putting some normality back
into our lives.

Thinking about the difficulties many
people are experiencing in the present
climate reminded me of the article in
the latest edition of the Welwyn Parish
Community Newsletter, which | hope
you have read. This article is about the
Codicote Foodbank which Welwyn
Parish Council support, as it
incorporates Welwyn Parish. Itis run
entirely by volunteers who are
supporting 45 families by delivering
food. If you would like to donate, the
donation points in Welwyn Village are
at St Mary’s Church and Belvoir Estate
Agents. Thank you.

In December Councillors for Welwyn
Parish Council, appointed a new
Deputy Clerk. Her name is Arooj Afzal.
Arooj is very enthusiastic about the
role and will be an excellent support
for Caroline, our Clerk. Caroline has
had the responsibility of both roles

since September so will be delighted
to have Arooj working with her.

We are pleased to have filled the
two councillor vacancies we had and
from now until the election in May,
Councillors will be working together
on the objectives in our Action Plan.

Included in our many objectives is
the continued provision of hire
facilities in the Parish and we will
monitor the use of the Civic Centre,
Whitehill Centre, the Pavilion and the
Parish Office.

We are keen to support local
charities and organisations through
the delivery of the Community Grant
Scheme and will financially support
services for Parish residents.

We are very pleased with the
progress of the Whitehill Wildflower
Meadow and will be developing
sustainable management plans to
encourage wildlife and wildflowers on
all Parish Council owned land. We are
also considering planting trees, where
appropriate, on Parish Council owned
land. These actions would be in line
with our Climate Emergency Action
Plan which aims to reduce the carbon
footprint of the Parish community by
incorporating sustainable practices.

We have decided to install a public
access defibrillator at the front
entrance of the Civic Centre. We have
a footfall at the Civic Centre which

continued on p40
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nicki the cat feeder

Registered Veterinary Nurse
Fully Insured - DBS Checked

07976 488603

nickithecatfeeder@gmailcom

( KNEBWORTH )
ELECTRICAL

Elccirical FEagingers & Condrasion
REPAIRS TO:
+ DISHWASHERS
» WASHING MACHINES
* TUMBLE DRYERS
+ OVENS

Tel: (01438) 812236
\_ Maobile: 07778 035182 _/J

WELWYN GARDEN CITY

CAMPUS CLUB
In 1965 it was the first Probus Club
Now there are thousands worldwide
A friendly Lunch Club for retired
gentlemen
We meet on the first Thursday of every
month at the Homestead Court Hotel for
an excellent 3-course lunch followed by a
good speaker
A chance to meet and socialise with
friends, old and new in pleasant
surroundings. Come and join us!
Full details are on our website
www.campusclubwgc.org.uk
Membership Secretary Tony Salsi
membership@campusclubwgc.org.uk
01707 391517
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Bartie o Brian | e
~LOCOMOTIVE®

SOCIETY

’é».a.
121 LONDON ROAD, KNEBWORTH, HERTS., SG3 6EX

01438 811905 e. alantriog@aol .com

Periodicals
Books

Stationery
Mailing

Parish Magazines
Programmes

Hertfordshire
People

Laminating
Raffle Tickets
Posters
Scanning
Start Ups
Calendars

ACCOUNTANCY & BOOK-KEEPING SERVICES
Specialists To The Self-Employed & Small Business

Self-Assessment Tax Returns/Financial Accounts
Book-Keeping/V.A. T./P.A.Y.E./C.L.S. Schemes etc.

Contact - Steve or Anne Vine on 01438 717105
31 Wilga Road-Welwyn-Herts-AL6 9PT
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Welwyn Parish Council continued from p3s

includes not just members of the public
attending meetings, concerts, the
Farmers’ Market etc. but also activity
group hirers ,for example badminton,
dance and keep fit. It seemed to us that
installing a defibrillator would not only
be sensible but essential for such a busy
area of the village.

We, as a Parish Council, try hard to
keep our Parish a good place to live
and work and we always welcome

comments and ideas for the Council
to consider.
If you wish to contact the Council, our
office on Lockleys Drive is:
Open: 9am to 3pm, Monday-Friday
Telephone: 0148716667
Email: office@welwynpc.org.uk
Please look after yourselves and

each other.
Marj Otty
Chairman, Welwyn Parish Council

Oaklands Post Office update

Recently there have been some
changes at the Post Office in Oaklands.
Jay and Sangita are no longer managing
the Post Office and shop.

| spoke to Jay on the day that they
left, and he told me that they have not
yet decided what to do next. They will
continue to live in the Oaklands area
but from now on they will be on the
other side of the counter.

Jay and Sangita have been great
supporters of the The Welwyn
Magazine with Woolmer Green and
selling between forty and fifty copies
every month, more than any other
retail premises in the area. We thank
them for their support with the
distribution of the magazine, and wish
them well in whatever they decide to
do next.

The new people at Oaklands Post
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Office are Philip and Mary from North
London, and they have taken over the
business. Previously, Philip and Mary
worked in the finance and scientific
civil service sectors. They are planning
to introduce a new range of goods and
make improvements to the shop.
They very much look forward to
meeting every body.

You will be pleased to know that you
will still be able to buy your Welwyn
Parish Magazine in the Oaklands Post
Office.

Philip and Mary say ‘Please do pop in
and say ‘hello’. You can also contact
them with any queries on:

oaklandspo@yahoo.com

We wish Philip and Mary well in their

new venture.
Tony Keach



At UK Railtours we’re justly proud of being family

owned and Hertfordshire based since 1978. Many
people associate a train journey with their daily gujsgin's favourite Rail Tour Operator
commute to work, very much a ‘grudge purchase’

and hardly a memorable experience.

‘ train with like-minded travelling companions, things
are very different. There really is a pleasurable side to
rail travel and it’s here ready for you to enjoy to the full!

We offer great value Standard Class fares, with an onboard

buffet car providing a range of refreshments, or for the ultimate
rail experience travel in First Class Dining and enjoy the best in
British menus, prepared onboard by our experienced chefs. .’_.‘m vl

==
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www.ukrailtours.com
_tel: 01438 715050 (_MEE'F” 10-4)_ em_a_i_l: info@uk@_ili;oir_spo_rrl

DATCHWORTH ROOFING

Fascia - Soffit - Gutters - Cladding - Tiling
UVPC - Roof Repairs - Cleaning - Flat Roofing

07983 176318

Datchworthroofing.co.uk | info@datchworthroofing.co.uk
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New lives at the zoo

The Zoological Society of London (ZSL),
of which Whipsnade is a partis a charity
devoted to the worldwide conservation of
animals and their habitats. It was founded
in 1826 and since 1828 has maintained
London Zoo. Whipsnade opened in 1931.

One of the ways in which ZSL works
towards conservation of animals is
participation in very carefully regulated
captive breeding programmes. These
programmes have led to the successful
reintroduction of Scimitar Horned Oryx into
areas of Africa, and Przewalski’s Horses into
selected areas of Mongolia.

In my work as a volunteer at the Zoo |
have been privileged to see some of the
new babies born at Whipsnade in 2022.

On 22™ August, Nang Phaya, a baby female
Asian Elephant was born. | have already
written about her in this magazine, but
because you can never have too many
photos of a baby elephant, above is
another one!

In October, Carol and Ernie our Asian
Small Clawed Otters became parents for
the first time. The pups, a male and a
female, have been given the official
birthday of 24™ October and have been
named Peanut (m) and Pistachio (f).

They stayed in the nesting box until 0

they were about two months old, but
started venturing out occasionally after
Christmas and can now often be seen
playing on the island, especially when Carol
and Ernie are not there to drag them back
to the nest. Otters eat 50% of their own
bodyweight every day, so when the adults
go off to find food, the babies sneak out to
play. Peanut and Pistachio are absolutely
adorable and will help to boost the
numbers of Asian otters which are listed
as “Vulnerable” as a result of habitat loss,
pollution, and in some areas sadly, hunting.
X} { - W i

Just a
couple
of
weeks
later,
on11™
Nov
Luna
one of
our
reticu-
lated
giraffes |
gave [
birth to E——

a male calf. Because he was
born on Remembrance Day

continued on p44



welwin

Planting Design Services

TENNIS CLUB

TENNIS FOR ALL

NINE COURTS, EIGHT FLOODLIT
TWO WINTER INDOOR COURTS
FABULOUS 4 COURT KIDS ZONE
CARDIO TENNIS
WELL APPOINTED CLUBHOUSE AND BAR
Garden & border planting designs SOCIAL AND COMPETITIVE TENNIS
easonal containers & baskets EULLTIMIE GONCHES ALWALS AUATLAAR

+S \

% Adillce 8 Tecommendations PLUS! TABLE TENNIS with LEAGUE MATCHES
“ P

+ P

lant & tree sourcing MEMBERSHIP: 01438 816800
|an[§ng services COACHING: 01438717990

% : : wel t is.co.uk
Residential & commercial plans i

Katie Mitchell - 07535 878033 —————
katie@twigsandbloomsgardens.co.uk | IR} -

www.twigsandbloomsgardens.co.uk :':g:':TFiE'dS

ALLWOOD...

Quality Cars At Affordable Prices - Over 80 cars in stock online
Branches in Welwyn Garden City & Waltham Cross

We Buy Your Car Call Us Today

For A Valuation
Your Local & Independent Car Buyer
Specialists in Classic Car buying

www.Allwoodautos.co.uk & www.tewincars.co.uk

Mobile: 07747 604 760




New lives at the z00 continued from paz

he was given the name Wilfred in honour of
the war poet Wilfred Owen. Wilfred was
about six feet tall when he was born and, to
start with was kept in the inner giraffe
house with his mother. He was slowly intro-
duced to the rest of the herd and can now
been seen with ‘aunties’ (not related!)

Nuru and ljuma as well as dad, Bashu and
mum, Luna. Wilfred is learning to run—

a very important skill for a baby giraffe —
and his long legs flail about looking very
uncoordinated as he runs about the giraffe
house and the paddocks. Reticulated
Giraffes are listed as ““Endangered’ because extinct on four of those islands and there
of habitat loss, deterioration in habitat are only small populations remaining on
quality and poaching. the other two. It is estimated that there
are only about 200 animals left in the wild.
Several zoos are participating in captive
breeding programmes in the hope of
pulling this highly endangered animal back
from the brink of extinction. While the zoos
work to breed sufficient genetically diverse
warty pigs, conservationists work in the
islands to help the local populations
develop strategies to improve and preserve
habitats and find alternatives to hunting
such vulnerable species. ZSL was therefore
delighted when Pixie gave birth in 2022.
She had one piglet — | do not know if it is

a male or female yet — which is now
beginning to venture out into the
enclosure. As you can see from the
photograph, it is a seriously cute baby and
the hair on the top of its head will grow
into a quiff which will flop over its ears, as
it matures. Adult males have such a great
quiff it can be regarded as a mane.

The last Whipsnade baby | am going to
mention today is one with which you may
not be familiar. We have some Visayan
Warty Pigs at the zoo, Manny (m) and
Pixie (f). They are listed as ‘Critically

Endangered’ in the wild due to habitat loss
and hunting. They are endemic to six of the
Visayan islands in the central Philippines,

however it is believed that they are already

Do visit Whipsnade if you can. There is
so much to see there and every ticket sold
helps towards vital conservation work all
round the world. R. McNeill
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Our family, caring for yours Fo—.-% Eornsioh

Oakview Lodge
Care & Nursing Home

Vaccinating against Covid-19

If you're concerned about how your relative

is coping and would like them to have more
support, Oakview Lodge offers family-led care
in a luxurious and homely setting. Our staff and
residents have had the Covid-19 vaccine and
anyone who joins us at Oakview Lodge will be
offered the same, allowing them to live safely
and as they wish.

" Oakview Lodge, Ascots Lane, o
e 01707 375 345 Welwyn Garden City, AL7 4DT www.countrycourtcare.com

Gary Gibson

Welwyn & surrounding areas.

Ring for a reliable, friendly service. All jobs considered including floor laying,
door hanging, lock fitting, cupboard making, kitchens & general maintenance.

01438 712458 Mobile 07840 766182

SHIRES PEST CONTROL
A.K.C.

Plumbing Services
Free Quotation «No Call Out Charge

+» All Work Undertaken
WASPS- RODENTS — MOLES 0
Mobile: 07890 131174 Office: 01438 358966 .
Tel: 01767 315101 BPEC it cniporotmtimoritcon 55

45



ST MARY’S - Welwyn

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Saturday

Confessions

Church Notice Board

www.welwyn.org.uk

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Parish Communion / Junior Church
6.30 pm Evensong (2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays)
9.00am Morning Prayer

9.30am Holy Communion

9.00 am Parish Prayers

By arrangement with the Clergy.

The Ministry of Counsel and Absolution is available to anyone who seeks it at any time.

Clergy Surgery Hour
Saturdays

10.00amto 11.00 am

A member of the team will be available in church for any enquiries. Mainly intended for
Baptisms or Weddings, but not exclusively restricted to those matters.

ST MICHAEL’S - Woolmer Green www.stmichaels-wg.org.uk

Sunday

1st and 4th Sundays
2nd Sunday

3rd Sunday

5th Sunday

AYOT ST PETER

1st Sunday

2nd and 5th Sundays
3rd Sunday

4th Sunday

11.15am

Parish Eucharist:
Family Service
All Age Eucharist
Morning Prayer

www.ayotstpeter.com

11.15am Matins: (Book of Common Prayer, King James’ Bible)
11.15am Holy Communion: (Book of Common Prayer, King James’ Bible)
11.15am Family Service: (Common Worship, NRSV Bible)

11.15am Parish Communion: (Common Worship, NRSV Bible)

EVANGELICAL CHURCH - Welwyn www.welwyn-evangelical.org.uk

Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday

9.45 am Bible Classes (All ages 7+)
11.00 am and 6.30 pm (Facilities for young children)
8.00 pm Bible Study (except 3rd Wednesday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH of the HOLY FAMILY - Knightsfield, Welwyn Garden City

Fr Norbert Ferbandes

T: 01707 323234 www.wgc-catholics.org.uk

DIGSWELL VILLAGE CHURCH www.digswellvillagechurch.org.uk

Methodist/Anglican LUG T: 01438 510391

1st and 3rd Sundays
2nd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday

11.00 am Methodist (1st Holy Communion)
11.00 am Anglican

11.00 am Family Service

11.00 am alternate Methodist/Anglican

*ekk
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Parkinson’s UK

Welwyn Hatfield Hertford Branch

Do you or a member o_f your family MiChaeI S_he“ey ~B‘
i reenen? || Electrical
Support and 1-"espite ff}r carers QualiﬁEd Electrician
Armclz;illl;i?g(sermses u No job

Weekly gatherings

"
Regular newsletter too Sma“

Entertainment
Precentations Tel: 01438 820 820
Mobile: 07930 243651
Contact Jean Jones Email: michael shelley@live.co.uk

Tel: 07831 931405

A member of FlecSa
Email: jones j3@sky.com v

SOLD

01438 71887

Martin Bishop F.N.A.E.A

* Specialist marketing for every

property 1 : :
e o - avery Bryan Bishop and Partners are an independent second-generation

property family business headed by the owner Martin Bishop. Having worked as

« Prominent Rightmove an Estate Agent in Welwyn for 40 years.
presence

s Accompanied viewings

“The property Industry is changing rapidly, and we have adapted to
meet the challenge”

CALL or EMAIL THE SPECIALISTS

martin.bishop@bryanbishop.co.uk or 01438 71 B8 77
www.bryanbishop.co.uk
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Meditation

Love is......cc....

A songinyour heart..........

Coffee and companionship............
When life becomes one long hug............
A warm and wonderful feeling..........
Two valentines entwined forever..........
Someone to act goofy with..........

Being there for each other..........

Living spontaneously..................... ..being there for each other.
Knowing they'll never let you down...........
Making me coffee every morning..........

© www.LovelsComix.com

Those of you who are as old as me will remember the “love is” cartoons by
New Zealand cartoonist, Kim Casali. February is the month of love. Valentine’s
day reminds us all to take a moment to appreciate those we love. But what is
love and how can we show it? One of the best know narratives on the truest
value of love is found in the book of 1 Corinthians ch 13.

“Love is patient, love is kind.

It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud.

It is not rude, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs.

Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth.

It always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres.

Love never fdils................ ”

Love like this has the power to transform our world.
Jo Fozzard
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