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NEELIDENTISTRY
| 00000

General Dentistry. |
Childrens Dentistry.

Hygienist - Direct Access Available. l FOR MORE INFORMATION

Tooth Whitening. ORTO
‘ BOOK YOUR

NEW PATIENT EXAMINATION

Smile Makeovers.
Tooth Straightening - Braces.
Wrinkle Reduction / Facial Aesthetics.

VISIT AT
Dental Implants. l WWWNEELDENTISTRY.COM
Nervous Patients Cared For. QREALL
01438 712713

Avagilable Evening & Weekends.

NEEL DENTISTRY | 43 HIGH STREET |WELWYN |HERTS | AL6 9EE

GROUNDS MAINTENANCE LTD

All ground work undertaken Patios — fencing — driveways —
landscaping Maintenance — Mini digger and driver hire Contact:
Nick Darter Tel: 07958 433640/07951 603470

Email: nickdarter.ncd@gmail.com
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Dear Friends

Just after every Easter for the past
decade, | have cycled from Welwyn to our
home in North Norfolk. It was the first long
distance ride | ever attempted, and now |
find it a useful ‘season’ opener, even if
these days the rather flat route lacks a bit
of challenge. Given planned trips to the
Peak District and the Vosges mountains in
the weeks following, | think that will soon
be remedied.

This year | will be taking a slightly longer
and different route. A new pilgrimage
walking route has just been established
from St Magnus the Martyr by London
Bridge to the shrine of Our Lady of
Walsingham in North Norfolk, so | am
working out a cycling route to accompany
the walking one.

In 1061 Lady Richeldis of Faverches
had a vision of the family home of Mary
and Joseph, and in the vision was
commissioned to recreate the ‘Holy House’
as place of pilgrimage and prayer. It
became one of the most popular sites of
pilgrimage in Europe, until it was destroyed
during the Dissolution. It was, however,
revived in the 1930s and remains a popular
sight of pilgrimage today. May is
sometimes referred to as the ‘month of
Mary,” and the two big pilgrimages to
Walsingham take place on its two bank
holidays each year.

The site of the Holy House reminds us
that Christianity — much like Judaism, is a
‘domestic’ religion centred around a family
home. The home of Jesus was a normal

family home, with
its joys, tensions
and dramas, if
the gospels are
anything to go by, and our homes too

can be places at the centre of our

spiritual lives.

Walsingham may not be to everyone’s
taste as a pilgrim destination, but the idea
of pilgrimage itself has recently come back
into fashion. It is not wrong to say that it is
a sort of holiday — if you read Chaucer you
will realise that pilgrimages were by no
means undertaken by the pious and
upright —it is a holiday which includes a
journey, a purpose and a destination. It
can take many forms. To be honest it is
my sort of holiday — | am not a great one
for lying on a beach day after day, though
I can understand that for some that it is
the sort of holiday they need. This one
will only take two days but | have been
on much longer pilgrimages in the past.

If anyone is interested there is a guide
book of the walking route, and my cycle
route will be included on the website and
the second edition of the guide book — but
more than that, do think about journeys
with a destination and a purpose — an
obvious metaphor for life, and you do not
need to be religious to undertake one.
Yours

| azvﬂ,a
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Caroline Davies
Dip.CFHP MPSPract(FHP)

07747 346181
Home Visits

e Reduction of
thickened nails.

e Removal of painful
corns and callus.

¢ Management of
cracked heels.

¢ Treatment of fungal
nail infections and

verrucae. :
® [ngrown toenall

¢ Nall trimming. treatment.

(Mo
&
Foot Health Professional

WOOLMER GREEN
HALL

AVAILABLE TO HIRE
for parties, meetings, clubs,
conferences.

Licensed for wedding &
civil ceremonies.

WOOLMER GREEN
MARKET

Food & Craft
Fourth Sunday of the month
9am to 12pm

www.woolmergreenpc.org.uk
Tel: 0370 777 6132

Hassle Free Dry Cleaning 2 Your Door

Let Top2Toes do the dirty work for you
Free Collection and Delivery

¥/ Special offer for
Welwyn Readers

£5 off

All orders
£30 ormore

Tops2Toes Immaculate dry cleaners offera
FREE pickup and delivery service with 24 hour
turnaround as they are based locally.

Phone 07582 152 425 or 07773 333 278 - tops2toes.online - info@tops2toes.online
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Annual Quiz for Christian Aid

20th May at 7.00 pm

st Mary's Church House

and chip supper and raffle

' er person
ht- suggested donation £10+p
pay on ¢ " (£15+ with fish & chips)
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Welwyn Parish Council

Annual Parish Assembly
10th May 2023
7.30 pm
Civic Centre, Prospect Place
Welwyn AL6 9ER

There will be a report given
from Council on the past year,
an opportunity to ask questions
or discuss any issues.

We will be serving light
refreshments please join us
we would love to see you.

Please RVSP on
office@welwynpc.org.uk
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The Welwyn Magm

with Woolmer Green

We hope you enjoy reading
the magazine each month.
There are 10 issues per year.
The annual subscriptions
are due for collection next
month in June.
The price will once again
remain at 60p per issue, but
if anyone would like to make
an additional donation
above £6, it will be
gratefully received!
Thank you



ter ﬁﬂ Tracie Hfarris Living

Clinical Hypnotherapist,

ANTIQUES RESTORATION NLP & CBT Therapy
over 40 years experience sessions for children,
All Repairs, Inc. Modern, Polishing teenagers S adults
Fully Insured, NoVAT. ] .
Mobile: 07803 895937 Free consultations available
Tel: 01920 821973 ©7957 421739
email: peterworby56@gmail.com www.tracieharrisliving.com

CG ACCOUNTING LIMITED

Offering accounting, bookkeeping & tax services fto suit all businesses

PAYE, Payroll, VAT, Self-assessment, Management Accounts,
Annual Accounts Compliance

Contact Caroline on

Mobile: 07786 863050 Email: info@cgaccounting.co.uk

, Gill's Bathrooms & Kitchens
36 Burrowfield

Welwyn Garden City
BATHROOMS & KITCHENS Herts AL7 4SR

www.gillsbathrooms.co.uk | www.gillskitchens.co.uk

1 (S | E
Don’t move. I

Improve! -

Here at Gill's we believe that the kitchen and bathroom are the most important rooms in
your home and we're here to help you create that perfect space - whatever your style.
Get in touch today to find out how we can help make your dream home.

» Kitchen & Bathroom Installation = Plumbing & Heating * Property Maintenance

Give us a call

01707 371707

Email us
sales@gillsbathrooms.co.uk




Can you help and Volunteer?

Danesbury Fernery
and the National
Garden Scheme
(NGS) opening

Danesbury Fernery has
come a long way since
2015 when work started
on the derelict plot. |
doubt many of the
volunteers who helped
out in those early days
envisaged opening under
the ‘National Garden

Scheme’ so soon, and maybe not ever! working hard to get the Fernery ready
for the events and also helping out at

the events too.

Two Charity led days will be held on
Thursday 8th June and on Saturday
10th June from 5.30pm to 8.30pm. We would be very grateful if local
people could also offer help by assisting
our parking marshalls, drink sellers and
plant sellers. If you can help in anyway
please email:
info@danesburyfernery.org.uk

We are expecting many non locals
to venture here from far and wide to
see this remarkable restored Victorian
Fernery. The current volunteers will be




Parkinson’s UK

Welwyn Hatfield Hertford Branch

Do you or a member of your family
suffer from Parkinson’s?
If so, help is at hand

Support and respite for carers
Armchair Exercises
Outings
Weekly gatherings
Regular newsletter
Entertainment
Presentations

Contact Jean Jones
Tel: 07831 931405
Email: jones j3@sky.com

SOLD

01438 718877
SINESS LOCALLY FOR DVER 35 YEARS ‘l

» Specialist marketing for every
property
# Personal video tour for every

Michael Shelley

Electrical

Qualified Electrician

“No joh

too small”

Tel: 01438 820 820
Mobile: 07930 243651

Email: michael shelley@live.co.uk
A member of FlecSa

Martin Bishop F.N.A.E.A

Bryan Bishop and Partners are an independent second-generation

property family business headed by the owner Martin Bishop. Having worked as

* Prominent Rightmove
presence
s Accompanied viewings

an Estate Agent in Welwyn for 40 years.

“The property Industry is changing rapidly, and we have adapted to

meet the challenge”

CALL or EMAIL THE SPECIALISTS
martin.bishop@bryanbishep.co.uk or 01438 71 88 77

www.bryanbishop.co.uk



At the Big Breakfast

Bacon, sausage, egg,
tomato, baked beans,
Judaism, Christianity and
Islam..... quite some mix at

8am on a Saturday morning.

The occasion was the ‘Big Breakfast’
on March 18", formerly The Men's
Breakfast, and the cooks (still all men,
so chefs) were very busy cooking for
some 40 plus early risers in Church
House.

Despite being all-inclusive the
attendees were mostly men. This was
my first experience at this event.
Unfortunately, no one told me until
afterwards that | had been nominated
to write this report on the talk!
Fortunately | know the speaker, as you
probably do, and he kindly gave me his
notes afterwards. That speaker was
the Revd David Munchin, so very little
introduction was needed.

The first surprising fact we learnt was
that the Abrahamic faiths (the three
mentioned above) account for 60% of
the world's population... so along with
the other religions not touched upon
(eg Hinduism, Buddhism etc) only a tiny
minority of the world's population are
atheists.

Up on the screen flashed a picture of
a VW camper van circa 1960s — several
of us were old enough to remember
the hippy trail, off to Katmandu. (Had

any of the grey-heads sitting there had
9

made that pilgrimage? None admitted
it.) ‘But now that route would be
impossible’ said David. Why? The
Iranian revolution put a stop to all that,
the world is now a very different place.
It was interesting to discover the
numbers too — after all our speaker is a
mathematician, so while there are only
a tiny number of Jews in the world
today, 15 million, there are 2.5 billion
Christians and 2 billion Muslims.
[Afterwards | discovered how to put
those numbers into perspective: go
back one million seconds and you'll be
in the middle of last week, go back one
billion seconds and you'd be in 1992.]
David took us on a whistle-stop tour
through the history of all three
religions, starting with Judaism, he
explained why they no longer have
Kings or any temple, but that what they
have always had is their law, and what
they have always wanted —and did not
have since well before the time of
Christ — was their own land, Israel. For
thousands of years, Israel has been
ruled by others. Finally, it became
theirs again in 1947. However, most
Jews do not live in Israel today, far
more live in America. Due to the many
years of diaspora and persecution, Jews
had scattered throughout Europe and
northern Africa. In contrast with other
religious groups, Jews are an ethnic
group, many are now secular but retain

their cultural identity.
continued on p11
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Oakview Lodge
Care & Nursing Home

Vaccinating against Covid-19

If you're concerned about how your relative

is coping and would like them to have more
support, Oakview Lodge offers family-led care
in a luxurious and homely setting. Our staff and
residents have had the Covid-19 vaccine and
anyone who joins us at Oakview Lodge will be
offered the same, clllowing them to live safely
and as they wish.

o www.countrycourtcare.com

e 01707 375 345

@ Qakview Lodge, Ascots Lane,
Welwyn Garden City, AL7 4DT

Gary Gibson

Welwyn & surrounding areas.

Ring for a reliable, friendly service. All jobs considered including floor laying,
door hanging, lock fitting, cupboard making, kitchens & general maintenance.

01438 712458 Mobile 07840 766182

SHIRES PEST CONTROL
_ AK.C,

Pluimbing Services
Free Chrotaion «e Call G Charge

« AN Wik Underiaken
WASPS- RODENTS — MOLES M,,,ﬁ;;:,g:;gms
Mobile: 07890 131174 Office: 01438 358966
Tel: 01767 315101 B it anttas@onetook com S5885
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At the Big Brea kfaSt continued from p9

Moving on to Christianity, again
David took us through the many
upheavals of the early church with
splits that resulted in Eastern Orthodox
churches and Copts splitting away from
the Roman churches, then later on the
Reformation... with Martin Luther
nailing his reforms onto the door of
the church in Wittenberg.

Did you think Henry VIIl became
an Anglican? Wrong! David explained
that despite founding the Church of
England, Henry VIII was named
Defender of the Faith (that is the faith
of the Catholic Church) by none other
than the Pope; to this day all our
Monarchs are also called by this title.
So, Henry VIl lived and died as a
Catholic; conversely John Wesley
and Charles Wesley lived and died as
Anglicans... despite being the fathers
of Methodism.

And missionaries? Another surprise -
they were banned by the East India
Company. Why? Because many
missionaries were only trying to
alleviate the exploitation of
colonialism. David admitted to having
rather a soft spot for missionaries.

Time was moving on, David only had
eight minutes left to introduce us to
Islam. The founder, Mohammed lived
from 570 to 632, and the Koran was
revealed to him as the perfect word of
God, the religion of Abraham. Muslims
follow the Five Pillars: Creed, Prayer,

11

Almsgiving, Pilgrimage (to Mecca) and
Fasting during Ramadan. Islam does
not separate 'Church and Faith": their
Law code of Hadith encompasses all
of life. Their Empires called Caliphates
were ruled by a Caliph (notably of
Baghdad) but the last Caliphate ended
when the Ottoman Empire was
abolished in 1924 and the modern
state of Turkey was founded.

Early on there was an argument over
who would succeed Mohammed, the
religion split into mainly Sunni and
Shia. Today 85% of Muslims are Sunni,
most others are Shia although there
are many smaller denominations, like
Sufis with their Whirling Dervishes,
and Alawites — President Bashir of
Syriais one.

So, three religions explained with
knowledge and wit, David concluded
with the fact that for most of their
history Jews would rather live under
Muslims than Christians and that not
all religions are the same. Our beliefs
vary but we can be tolerant and work
together for common good. He told us
about the case of the Archbishop who
got into hot water over Sharia Law...
but I'll leave you to discover this for
yourself, as by popular demand, David
will give this whole fascinating talk
again to another group later this year.

As for that breakfast, I'll be back
again for more, it was excellent.

Vernonne Allan



Planting Design Services
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TENNIS CLUB

TENNIS FOR ALL

NINE COURTS, EIGHT FLOODLIT
TWO WINTER INDOOR COURTS
FABULOUS 4 COURT KIDS’ ZONE
CARDIO TENNIS
WELL APPOINTED CLUBHOUSE AND BAR

sarden & barder planting designs SOCIAL AND COMPETITIVE TENNIS

o (

< Seasonal containers & baskets ﬁﬁsz'ni&c’aﬁ:ﬁs ".‘ILI]""L‘EIEIEV:;?;ELSE
% Advice & recommendations i "

-E- Plant & “-He SOU [-ang MEMBERSHIP: welwyntennisclub.membership@gmail.com

o Fl|_an[§ng services COACHING: 01438 717990

* Residential & commercial plans www.welwyntennis.co.uk

Katie Mitchell - 07535 878033 welmyn i
katie@twigsandbloomsgardens.co.uk | IR a s

www.twigsandbloomsgardens.co.uk i

ALLWOOD...

Quality Cars At Affordable Prices - Over 80 cars in stock online
Branches in Welwyn Garden City & Waltham Cross

We Buy Your Car Call Us Today

For A Valuation
Your Local & Independent Car Buyer
Specialists in Classic Car buying

www.Allwoodautos.co.uk & www.tewincars.co.uk

Mobile: 07747 604 760




Could you ‘coordinate’ your street?

Regular readers will know
that Hertfordshire Police
deliver neighbourhood watch
services via an email
messaging system called
“OWL".

Residents who do not use email can
receive a limited voice messaging
service if they have a landline
telephone number.

To provide this service efficiently for
as many people as possible, OWL relies
on a network of volunteers who help
keep the database up to date, by
noticing when their neighbours move
in or out, and adjusting the records
accordingly. These kind people are
called “coordinators” and they each
look after their own street, or part of
the street if it is very long.

Currently there are a number of
streets without a coordinator, and we
would very much like to recruit some
new volunteers. You could do this as
part of ‘The Big Help Out’ on Monday
8th May, or at any other time to suit
yourself.

To find out if your own street needs
coordinating, simply log into OWL and
you will see the name of your Local
Coordinator displayed under the “local”
tab. If the name shown is a member of
police staff, and not a named private
individual, then you are without a

13

coordinator. Lower
down on the same tab
you will see one of us
listed as Ward
Coordinator — simply
click on the “send an
email” icon to offer your services as a
volunteer. We will be delighted to hear
from you!

When logging into OWL, your
username is your email address and,
if you have forgotten your password,
there is an option to create a new one
on the login page.

Some of the streets without
coordinators are:-

* School Lane, Welwyn

Hall Gardens

part of Hawbush Rise,

Milk Churn Way (including the flats)
a number of streets in the area to
the west of the BP Nodeway garage

* and streets to the west of the B197
below Mardleywood.

All OWL members can help usin a
small way by recommending OWL to
their friends and neighbours, and by
encouraging them to join using the link
below. OWL is available throughout
Hertfordshire. The more members we
have, the safer we all are.

*
*
*
*

John Mitchell and Valerie Richards
www.owl.co.uk/herts



At UK Railtours we’re justly proud of being family

owned and Hertfordshire based since 1978. Many
people associate a train journey with their daily pgitain's favourite Rail Tour Operator
commute to work, very much a ‘grudge purchase’

and hardly a memorable experience.

‘ train with like-minded travelling companions, things
are very different. There really is a pleasurable side to
rail travel and it’s here ready for you to enjoy to the full!

We offer great value Standard Class fares, with an onboard
buffet car providing a range of refreshments, or for the ultimate
rail experience travel in First Class Dining and enjoy the best in
British menus, prepared onboard by our experienced chefs.

P"l--‘
T
P Ao

-
_"T
www.ukrailtours.com

_tel: 01438 715050 (MEE'F” 10-4)_ em_a_i_l: info@ukg_ilto&r_sicom

DATCHWORTH ROOFING

Fascia - Soffit - Gutters - Cladding - Tiling
UVPC - Roof Repairs - Cleaning - Flat Roofing

07983 176318

Datchworthroofing.co.uk | info@datchworthroofing.co.uk
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Notes from PCC meeting 20th March 2023

The minutes from the previous meeting
on 18" January were approved and there
were no matters arising.

Finance: The Treasurer’s reports for the
year ending 31°' December 2022 had been
circulated in advance of the meeting. The
Treasurer briefly ran through the various
sections of her reports, the first being the
year end results which showed a result
similar to the previous year. The PCC
approved the draft annual report and
financial statement. It was agreed

that the chairman should sign the final
document and that it be commended

to the Annual Parochial Church Meeting
in May.

Contracts have now been entered
into with EoN Next for electricity supply
at both churches on fixed tariffs
commencing 1° April 2023. Estimates
indicate that electricity and gas usage
may cost £23,000 more in 2023 than in
2022. Steps will have to be taken to
mitigate this increase. The idea of holding
a specific ‘gift day’ to encourage donating
was considered. Others called for an
action plan to be drawn up for fund
raising to pay for the increase in the
running costs of St Mary’s and
St Michael’s churches.

Fabric: At St Michael’s church some roof
tiles are spalling (flaking) and will need to
be replaced. It would help to reduce this
problem if the moss growing on the roof
was removed but this would be quite
expensive. Repairs and improvements to
the organ at St Michael’s have been
completed.

15

At St Mary’s Church House a
replacement hot water urn for the kitchen
is needed. It was agreed to proceed with
the purchase and installation. It will be
plumbed in to provide continuous boiling
water and to avoid the need to fill it by
hand.

The quinquennial inspection of
St Mary’s Church has taken place but the
architect’s report is awaited. It is thought
that only maintenance matters will be
reported and that no serious issues were
found. A few problems with exterior
lighting (flood and path) will be
investigated and rectified.

There is now a small group to take
care of the memorial garden and other
garden spaces at St Mary’s. A modest
allowance was agreed with which to
buy plants.

Rector’s Items: The Rector reminded the
meeting of the Mission Action Planning
meeting scheduled for 25" March and
asked for the support of the PCC.

St Mary’s will host this year’s
ordinations on 2™ July. Bishop Jane
of Hertford will conduct a service of
ordination including Ryan and Christie
Gilfeather. This service will be open to all
members of the congregation plus friends
and relatives of those being ordained. To
allow for a large number of attendees the
service will be live-streamed in to Church
House. The following day Christie will lead
her first mass at St Michael’s.

A school governor is sought for
St Mary’s since Chris Lund has stepped

down after many years in the role.
continued on p17
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PAINTER & DECORATOR WELWYN GARDEN CITY

CAMPUS CLUB
In 1965 it was the first Probus Club
DULUX NETWORK MEMBER Now there are thousands worldwide
A friendly Lunch Club for retired
gentlemen

We meet on the first Thursday of every
month at the Homestead Court Hotel for
an excellent 3-course lunch followed by a

r/r KN E BWORTH -\II A chance tg cr)r?cgetszi?jk:;cialise with
friends, old and new in pleasant
ELECTRICAL

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR

TEL: 01707 266118

Elevtrical Emgincars & Contracton: surroundings. Come and join us!
REPAIRS TO: Full details are on our website
« DISHWASHERS www.campusclubwgc.org.uk
« WASHING MACHINES Membership Secretary Tony Salsi
* TUMBLE DRYERS membership@campusclubwgc.org.uk
* OVENS 01707 391517
Tel: (01438) 812236

\_ Mobile: 07778 035182 .

TRIOGRAPHICS s  — Fog

Books
Stationery
Mailing
Parish Magazines
rrog_rantl_mes
aminating
BarrLe & Britain | g4 Raffle Tickets
Posters
SOCIETY \ Scanning
121 LONDON ROAD, KNEBWORTH, HERTS., SG3 6EX . 1 Start Ups

01438 811905 e. alantriog@aol.com NELEROO o | Calendars

ACCOUNTANCY & BOOK-KEEPING SERVICES
Specialists To The Self-Employed & Small Business

Self-Assessment Tax Returns/Financial Accounts
Book-Keeping/V.A.T./P.AY .E./C.LS. Schemes ecte.

Contact - Steve or Anne Vine on 01438 717105
31 Wilga Road-Welwyn-Herts-AL6 9PT
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Notes from the PCC meeting continued fiom p15

A new Head has been engaged for
Welwyn St Mary’s school. Stuart
Whiteland will take the reins in
September 2023.

Regular renewals: The draft APCM
booklet was approved by the PCC and will
shortly be finalised before being printed,
circulated and uploaded to St Mary’s and
St Michael’s website.

Deanery Synod: Vernonne Allan and
Colin Hull extolled the virtues of the
interesting speakers and topics covered
at the Deanery Synod meetings that take
place three times a year.

Safeguarding: Nothing was reported.
Health and safety: No issues had been
reported, but Stuart Jenkin was asked to
report to the Parish Council the uneven
paving in the pathway around the church.
Any other business: John Burnapp
reported that he had attended a course
on communion by extension and is now
authorised to lead a communion service
using previously reserved and blessed

sacrament. This was given the approval
of the PCC and the Rector. He was duly
congratulated.

Support for the elderly project: Crystal
Lam reported that there had been
encouraging support from the various
agencies that she had contacted to
speak or offer advice in her ‘Support for
the elderly’ project. Crystal is writing an
article for this magazine on the subject
and is intending to reserve a stall at this
year’s Welwyn Festival Street Market.
Dependent upon the interest shown
through feedback, Crystal will hire the
library for guest speakers from the
agencies to give a talk, inviting members
of the congregation and interested local
residents.

Christian Aid: Vernonne Allan
encouraged the PCC to take part, or
sponsor a participant, in a swimming
event taking place during 14-20"" May to
raise funds for ‘Christian Aid’. The Rector

suggested an ‘lronman triathlon’ Anyone?
David Hughes

Jessie the Rectory Dog

So | know you all read this column
before Master’s (who can blame you, it’s
superior wit, literacy and insight are all
too obvious), but you might like to cast
your eyes over his to understand my beef
this month. He is off again, on a lovely
journey, winding his way up the Lea
Valley from the centre of London, through
Herts, Essex, Cambridgeshire, Suffolk and
Norfolk — full of scenery, culture, sniffs
and food opportunities. But of course he

is going by bicycle! This is really
annoying. | will indeed be undertaking
the same journey .... by car, with the
usual fairly token walks around random
woods or fields. He'll be
outdoors for 180 plus
miles.......... with a bit of
running around | might
rack up a dozen!

Serves him right

if it snows. Jess




bluebird
care*

g Independent

28 ®
ﬁf@‘%ﬁ, Physiotherapy &

Vineyéﬁﬁ?s Sports Injury Clinic

Musculoskeletal conditions, sports
injuries, orthopaedic rehabilitation, back and
neck injuries and dizziness.

Treatments indude:
soft tissue massage, manipulation,
mobilisation, exercise prescription,
ultrasound, electrotherapy,
biotherapy laser & acupuncture

Podiatrist on Wednesday mornings

Opening hours
Varying times depending on days
Mon-Fri: from 8am to 7.30pm

Tel: 01438 716838

The Vineyards, 15a Codicote Road, Welwyn, AL6 SNE
www. phiysiovineyards.co.uk
practice@physiovinevards.co.uk

Call and talk to one of our friendly professionals today:

Care visits at home

We care passionately

For many people the questions
about care don't arise until
suddenly, there is a need.

Home care with Bluebird Care
can be anything from as little as
30 minutes up to several hours a
day, supporting you to remain as
independant as possible, living
the lifestyle you choose

01707 263 723

bluebirdcare.co.uk/welwyn-hatfield
welwynandhatfield@bluebirdcare.co.uk

We are independently regulated

ACORN PLAYGROUP
& PRE-SCHOOL

from little acorns, great oak trees grow

OFSTED OUTSTANDING Nursery School
FREE PLACES Children Aged 2 To 4 Years*
LARGE Classrooms + Secure Garden
ESTABLISHED over 20 years
OPEN Mon to Fri term-time 9am — 4pm

LARGE CAR PARK easy access

hed in 1992 in Oak

is, now located in Welwyn Village

*Government funding for 2 year olds (criteria applies) and 3-4 year olds

Whitehill, Off School Lane
Welwyn, Hertfordshire AL6 9FN

x‘Kx

Ofsted

For more information call 01438 840132

or visit www.acornwelwyn.com

Registered Charity Number 1054698
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The Tragedy of Smallford Pits

Smallford is a village between
Hatfield and St Albans, actually
on the old railway line (the first
man to live in my house was
the first stationmaster at
Smallford!!).

The pond/lake there is well
known in the fishing community
as having some of the best carp
fishing in the area and the
fishing lake is consequently
extremely well cared for.

However, there is another
pond there which is designated,
and therefore, protected as a
wildlife site. Until recently this
area was very special due to the
large number of dragonflies
breeding there, some being very
rare species.

And then...... someone decided to bring
in a digger, dig out the pond and fill it
with petrol or diesel (which for some
reason they needed to dispose of). There
was an outcry, ‘This is illegal! This is an
SSSI— a site of special scientific interest.’
The Environment agency were informed
as was the Herts and Middlesex Wildlife
Trust, and the police attended... but the
Crown Prosecution Service refused to do
anything. How could this be?

Steve Brooks, our speaker, lives close
by. He is a member of the Life Sciences
Team at the Natural History Museum
in London and we are delighted to
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Photographs courtesy Herts Advertiser

have him (see details below) tell us about
this tragedy.

Will this be a ‘Who done it’ evening... ?

Wednesday 24th May 2023
8.00 pm at Welwyn Civic Centre
£4 entry, children free

Judith Watson

Welwyn Natural History Society
contact: welwynnhs@gmail.com

or 07884 946565

visit our website and Facebook pages



Christian Aid Week 14-20th May 2023

Soaring costs are affecting
people here and around

the world.

Families in Malawi are paying the
price of this global crisis.

The impact of the recent Cyclone
Freddy in Malawi has been
devastating. Floods have washed
away crops, over 500,000 people
have been displaced and hundreds
have lost their lives.

Food, fuel, fertiliser and school
fees have doubled in price in the last
12 months. And hard-working farmers
are seeing their harvests fail as the
climate crisis brings increasingly
erratic weather.

This Christian Aid week, we
celebrate how our partners in Malawi
are helping farmers transform their
livelihoods using the humble but
mighty pigeon pea: a drought-resistant,
soil-revitalising, high-protein, low-cost,
delicious crop.

". in Malawi helped by CA project.

Christian Aid week is at its most
powerful when a disaster happens.
Through you, we will be there long
after the flood waters recede, helping
families build back.

Your gifts this Christian Aid week
could help farmers in Malawi plant
better seeds, secure a fairer price for
the crops, and build happier futures
for their children.

Donate to Christian Aid at:
welwyn.org.uk
Sponsor our swimmers challenge, see
welwyn.org.uk and on p21.
Come to the annual Christian Aid Quiz
on 20th May at 7pm in St Mary's
Church House:
* Bring a table of 6 or join a table,
* Qptional fish and chip supper
* Raffle
* Pay on the night - suggested
donation £10+ per person
(E15+ with fish & chips)
to reserve places and supper if required
contact: rector@welwyn.org.uk

Esther Saizi, 54, joined her local
‘pigeon pea’ programme run by
Christian Aid partner, Nandolo Farmers
Association, in 2019. By selling her peas
as part of a cooperative she was able to
earn much more for her crops. 1 was able
to sell the pigeon peas at a better price
with a better market,” she explains. ‘It
|| provided financial stability.” With her
peas, Esther can bake delicious bread,
support her daughter’s dreams, and send
her beloved grandchildren to nursery.




Christian Aid WQEk continued from p20

Set your own goal

Collect sponsors

COP000000000000000000

Will you swim for

Jo Fozzard, Sarah-Jane Hingorani, Stuart Jenkin, Christie Gilfeather
and Vernonne Allan are and we would love other swimmers to do
the same. We plan to swim for ‘Christian Aid’ during
the week of 14th —20th May

Swim in your own time at your favourite pool

For further information, please email
vernonneallan@gmail.com to register your interest.

P00 00000000000000000000%00909

‘Christian Aid’?

COO000000000000000

Vernonne Allan 'S

1222222 222 22222 222X 222222222 L 2

Thank you! Thank you! Thank you!

Thank you! to my three friends who made
such delicious soup.

Thank you! to the furniture movers and
the two ladies who laid the tables and
made the room look so attractive.

Thank youl! to all who came, drank our
soup and made it such a happy occasion,
donating generously to ‘Christian Aid’ at
the same time.

We raised £416.90 which includes gift
aid of £69.00 This makes a wonderful start
to our fund raising over the next couple
of months to replace the house to house
collection. ‘Christian Aid’ works tirelessly
on our behalf to serve people in need and
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is experiencing an enormous shortfall now
that the huge effort put into collecting
during ‘Christian Aid’ week no longer takes
place. | am sure many of you are secretly
pleased not to be pounding the streets,

so please support our replacement
opportunities for giving.

You will find details in the churches and
in this magazine, of athletic souls who have
volunteered to do a sponsored swim, and
of one foolish lady who plans to have a wild
dip at your expense., and why not come
along to the Christian Aid Quiz on Saturday
May 20"? A Big Thank you to you all.

Sue Keach



Furniture Friends

Furniture Friends

bf'ﬁ%tfe is an All Saints
ig)ﬂ;: Datchworth
298 Church and
Community
Furniture Friends project. We

collect donations
of good quality furniture and household
items that are no longer wanted or
needed. We do not charge for
collections. We then resupply these
essential items free of charge to families
and individuals facing challenging circum-
stances. We only supply via requests from
Social Services.

This scheme is a practical way of
showing God’s love to our local
communities. Furniture Friends deliver
to people of any faith or none. The places
we deliver to are small, and sometimes
difficult to access. We can only take small
furniture e.g a double bed or a two
seater settee.

Furniture Friends is run entirely by
volunteers. Our running expenses are
about £3,500 a year. This pays for the
van and our designated mobile phone and
some essential items that we have to buy.

Our team of volunteers

A few testimonials (more on our website):
“Hello ‘Furniture Friends’. What life savers you
are. | was stressing about how to help this
lovely Ukrainian woman furnish the empty flat
she just got. You have offered so much for
her. I am thrilled and | know she will be as
well. Herts Welcomes Refugees.

“In so many ways ‘Furniture Friends” have
been a life saver for a young mum. They have
delivered bedroom and lounge furniture and
changed the lives of this family. This may
sound easy but they have all gone out of their
way to help either through the organising
process or pure muscle power! An awesome
charity with awesome volunteers. | cannot
thank you enough.” HCC Social Worker.

“I just wanted to let you know what a
difference you have made to our families. |
visited my client today and for the first time in
4 years the children were dressed and clean,
the house was tidy and organized. Your help
and donations have given this family a new
direction and a sense of pride in their home
which has had a huge impact on the children
and their wellbeing.” Senior Social Worker
The need is overwhelming, how can you
help? We are desperately short of driv-
ers/deliverers. (Currently collecting/
delivering over 100 items a month and
cannot keep up with demand). Could you
donate?

We desperately need small tables/ small
chairs/ wardrobes/ single beds/ bedding/
mattresses etc.

FF mobile number: 07599 396111

Please look at our web site:
www.datchworth.com/organisations/
furniturefriends

Or talk to us:

Stephen & Catherine Jupp (organisers)
07812 567302 / 07811 255311
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Friends of Danesbury and QVM Hospital

The Friends have always been very well
supported by the Welwyn community.

The success of the charity is down to their
recognition of the benefits brought to so
many lives through the work of both
Danesbury Neurological Centre and Queen
Victoria Memorial Hospital, together with
the wider health services in the county.

Following the refurbishment of the QVM
Hospital this month we have donated a
microwave and toaster to make it easier to
help provide snacks for patients and visitors
when required.

The refurbishment of the Danesbury
Shop has been completed. We hope you
are all enjoying the new look, although the
displays of goods for sale is still a “work in
progress”. We thank all our patrons and
faithful donators for our continued success.

This month of May celebrates the

Coronation of King Charles lll and Queen
Consort. Here at Danesbury and QVM
Hospital, the Friends have funded food

and decorations for the patients and their
visitors to help celebrate on Coronation
Day. We have funded a flag for the hospital
which will be flying high on this very special
day. For those of you who will be watching
the Coronation, we wish you happy
viewing. Friends of Danesbury & QVM

Memories of Queen Elizabeth Il - Coronation June 1953

I was there! Well, not actually in
Westminster Abbey, but as one of a group
of eight lads and lasses who had spent the
night in The Mall to get a really splendid
view of the Royal Procession. Having taken
the last train to Waterloo the previous
evening, we walked to Westminster Bridge
and through Admiralty Arch to The Mall to
find a good viewpoint. After quite a noisy
night among an ever-growing crowd, we
watched the early arrival of the Guards
who were to line both sides of the road.
After several hours of intermittent rain,
we could hear the distant sound of military
bands and the increasing excitement of the
crowd near Buckingham Palace. Then, at

last, the moment everyone had been
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waiting for, the mounted bands and the
sight of the golden coach with a smiling
Princess who would return later as our
smiling Queen. Then, to round off the day,
everyone walked in a very orderly fashion
to assemble as near as possible to
Buckingham Palace to see the Queen and
the Royal Family waving from the famous
balcony to a cheering crowd during a
fly-past by the RAF.

Peter Branchflower
Others have memories of huddling
together with their families and friends at
home, even nurses in hospitals, watching
the Coronation on small black and white
television sets. Probably no different this
time around only the TVs will be in colour!



Vivat Rex Carolus llI

... or if you are not a Latin buff, God Save His Majesty King Charles ll.

Preparations for the 40" coronation
of a reigning monarch, together with
the Queen Consort, are well underway.
Coronations have taken place at
Westminster Abbey since 1066. This
place of worship is a ‘Royal Peculiar’
belonging to the monarch and
administered by the Royal Household
rather than a Church of England bishop.

Although much smaller than Queen
Elizabeth II’s Coronation in 1953, the
important rituals remain the same. The
Coronation Regalia symbolise the service
and responsibilities of the Monarch.
The most important and sacred is the
St Edward’s Crown which was first used
in 1661. It weighs nearly 5lb and is only
used to crown the Monarch. The King
will leave the Abbey after the Coronation
wearing the Imperial State Crown of
1937, which is also used for state and
ceremonial occasions. Queen Camilla
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will wear Queen Mary’s Crown, which
has been adjusted to include the
Cullinan IllI, IV and V diamonds.

The crowning, by the Archbishop of
Canterbury, will take place using the
Coronation Chair first used by King
Edward | in 1274, placed on the stunning
Cosmati mosaic pavement facing the high
altar. The chair is normally on display in
the Abbey, complete with graffiti,
resulting from Westminster schoolboys
and visitors carving their names onto it
in the 18™ and 19" centuries. Queen
Camilla will also be crowned by the
Archbishop.

Other elements of the regalia used
during the ceremony include the Sword
of Temporal Justice, signifying the
Monarch’s role as Head of the Armed
Forces, the Sword of Spiritual Justice,
signifying his role as Defender of the Faith
and the Sword of Mercy or curtana,




Vivat Rex Ca rOI us I I I continued from p24

which has a blunted tip, symbolising his
mercy. Two maces are the ceremonial
emblems of authority which are carried
before the Sovereign at ceremonial
events, together with the Sword of State.

Two sceptres will be used; the
Sovereign’s Sceptre with Cross represents
temporal power and comprises a gold rod
with heart-shaped structure containing
the Cullinan | diamond. The Sovereign’s
Sceptre with Dove is traditionally known
as the Rod of Equity and Mercy
representing his spiritual role.

The Orb, made of gold and adorned
with a cross and jewels represents the
Sovereign’s power and symbolises the
Christian world. The Sovereign’s Ring is
composed of a sapphire with ruby cross
which has been set in diamonds, and the
Consort’s Ring is a ruby in a gold setting.
There are also spurs and Armills
(bracelets).

The Chrism oil which will be used to
anoint their Majesties has been created
using olives harvested from groves on
the Mount of Olives in Jerusalem. It was
pressed just outside Bethlehem using
essential oils and consecrated in March
this year at a special ceremony at the
Church of the Holy Sepulchre in
Jerusalem. It will be contained in a
gold Ampulla which is cast in the form
of an eagle in outspread wings.

The King and Queen have chosen to
invite community volunteers and key
workers as part of the 2,000 strong
congregation instead of many who might
have considered themselves ‘entitled’ to

attend. The music will undoubtedly be )5

spectacular and the pomp and pageantry
maghnificent, as it always is. They will
travel from Buckingham Palace to arrive
at Westminster Abbey at 11 am on
Saturday 6™ May in the Diamond Jubilee
State Coach, drawn by six Windsor greys.
Built in 2012 this coach has modern
amenities such as air-conditioning,
shock absorbers and electric windows.
Their Majesties will return to
Buckingham Palace in the Gold State
Coach which has been used at every
Coronation since 1831. Drawn by eight
Windsor greys it will travel at walking
pace due to its four-tonne weight and
seven metre length. Described as
‘horribly uncomfortable’ by Her Late
Majesty it is nevertheless very impressive
and features painted panels on the
exterior of Roman gods and goddesses.
From 26th May onwards the
Coronation Regalia will be back in the
Tower of London where it normally
resides under armed guard. These sacred
and priceless artifacts will form part of a
new display sharing the history of the
Crown Jewels in Coronation year.

In Welwyn
there will be
a Community
Street Party
on Sunday 7" 3 (-
May in the :: ;')UNDA?;;?IAY 7TH
Codicote Rd, Y AP PML
between the WITR IVE
church and

roundabout.
Jane Carr

WELWYN VILLAGE
CORONATION
OF KING CHARLES IlI




The new war memorial at Ayot St Peter!

Recent visitors
to our
churchyard will
have noticed
that our war
memorial is

transformed!

It had deteriorated badly over the
years, becoming discoloured by algae,
and some of the large stones had been
broken by frost and weathering.

Our civil parish was lucky enough
to receive a grant from central
government’s UK Shared Prosperity
Fund, which we decided to spend on
restoring the war memorial. The whole
structure has been cleaned, bringing it
back to the beautiful cream colour that
villagers chose over a hundred years
ago. The stone masons replaced three
huge broken base stones with new
slabs weighing 90 kg each (just over
14 stones for those who prefer imperial
weights).

Our war memorial is unusual as the
names are listed in order of rank,
which was specifically forbidden by the
authorities after the First World War —
the instruction was for names to be
written alphabetically, regardless of
rank. We speculate this was perhaps
because the most senior person
recorded is Commander George
Douglas Jephson, the son of a popular
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former Rector, and his name is first on
the list.

We were also fortunate to receive a
grant from one of our local councillors,
Sunny Thusu, to repair a broken
memorial. Originally, this grave marker
was a stone cross, but the structure
became unsafe some years ago, and
had to be laid flat to prevent accidents.
Over time, grass grew over the cross
and it almost disappeared into the
ground. The plot looked very sad but
is now happily restored.

Churches and other burial authorities
only have a duty to ensure their burial
site is safe, but it is the responsibility of
relatives to maintain and repair family
graves. This particular memorial is for
Laura and William Meech, who died in
1921 and 1938, and their son, William
James Meech, who died in 1968. Laura
and William Meech also had two
daughters, Ellen and Hilda. Ellen
married William Dimmock but had no
children. Therefore, there are no
descendants of this family to maintain
their grave and we felt they were a
special case. Some local people will
remember the Meech and Dimmock
families.

On Sunday 7™ May the church will be
decorated with a patriotic theme to
celebrate the Coronation of King
Charles Ill. Why not join us at 11.15am
for our celebratory Matins service?

Valerie Richards



Retirement of Bishop Alan Winton
former Rector of St Mary’s 1998 - 2009

The 2023 Chrism Eucharist at Norwich
Cathedral provided an appropriate and
grand setting for Alan Winton's last Service
before retirement as Bishop of Thetford.
Thetford has particular importance
historically as it was the centre of the
Diocese before it was transferred to
Norwich in the 12" century.

The Cathedral, built between 1096
and 1145 with walls rendered in flint
and mortar, is set in large grounds
encompassing a very large Cathedral
Close and housing Norwich School where
members of the Choir are educated. Its
Cloisters are second only to Salisbury in
size as is its Spire built on a Norman Tower.
There is a great sense of space and history
which is continued into the Building with its
long narrow Nave and high Roof structure.
The Chrism Service is held annually to bless
and distribute to the Diocesan Clergy the
Oils used in the Church for anointing. Oil
to anoint the Sick, the Baptised and the
Confirmed and Ordained. Alan chose this
Service as his lastin the Diocese as it has
particular meaning for him in his Ministry.

I was Churchwarden in the latter half of
Alan’s ministry here at St Mary’s and we
worked together on the building of New
Church House and the Ground Source Heat
Pumping system, in what seemed at the
time to be a very bold venture, and indeed
now also, in retrospect!! So, | was very
pleased to be able to go to Norwich and
mark his retirement, taking with me the
best wishes of so many who remember his
time at St Mary’s. | recall his last Service at
St Mary’s and the very considerable respect
and affection a crowded congregation
showed for him and Pippa.
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I met Alan before the Chrism Service
quite by accident as we were both walking
down the same aisle. He seems to have
changed little, the same distinctive voice
and sense of humour. | was able to assure
him that Church House is being well used
as we planned and that Saturday morning
prayers, originally for the success of the
project, continues as prayers for the Parish.
Alan and Pippa are moving to Worcester
and he will no doubt serve as a retired
Bishop at the great Cathedral there. There
is also the River Severn with its ancient
population of swans and the County Cricket
ground nearby which | am sure will give him
great pleasure on sunny summer days.

In his sermon, Alan spoke as ever
with great clarity and movingly about
commitment and service and the
practicalities of offering love, service and
hospitality and connecting with individual
people in the light of what they really are,
as opposed to how we might judge them.
He spoke of the influence of the Gospels
on his life and the guidance they give on
how Jesus saw people and how he sought
them out. Towards the end of the Service
the Bishop of Norwich expressed the grati-
tude of the Diocese firstly to Pippa for her
own ministry in the Diocese, her work and
help with people and her support for Alan.
The Bishop spoke of the extent of Alan’s
contribution over the last 14 years,
highlighting his work with schools and
young people, his support for Ordinands
and his care with individual people. These
were | sensed heartfelt tributes and thanks.

A memorable occasion and | felt
privileged to be there.

John Swift



News from Woolmer Green Parish Council

Funding for the Village Hall
The Parish Council
Chairman, Andy Gribble,
was delighted to accept a
cheque for £5,000 from the
Mayor of Welwyn Hatfield
Councillor Barbara
Fitzsimon, and Leader of
Welwyn Hatfield Council
Councillor Tony Kingsbury.
This was part of Welwyn
Hatfield Borough Council’s
successful bid to the UK
Shared Prosperity Fund. The funding will go towards much needed upgrading of the
Village Hall heating system.

Community Litter Pick
As part of the Great British
Spring Clean campaign, , >
Councillor Rob Horton \\
organised another

community litter pick on : -
Sunday 26 March. It was a = v
very wet Sunday morning
but, despite that, we had a
number of local volunteers
as well as some of the other
Parish Councillors and the
Clerk who arrived to tackle
the litter in the village. The
Parish Council is very grateful to everyone who helped to collect 12 refuse sacks of
litter in a couple of hours. The Litter Pickers were rewarded with a free hot drink at
the Farmers’ Market and here are a few of the group drying out at the Hall with a cup
of tea after a good morning’s work.

Thank you to everyone who took part!

Sarah Hall
Woolmer Green Parish Council
sarah.hall@woolmergreenpc.org.uk
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Woolmer Green Parish Council continued from p2s

Woolmer Green
Dates for the diary
Wheels on Woolmer Green New for 2023 — Woolyfest

Back for another year —Bank Holiday Saturday 3rd June doors open at
Monday 1st May from 10am - the 4.00 pm, music from 5pm. This will

free village car show at the Village be an evening of live music at the

Hall with a collection for good Village Hall with 4 main bands and a

causes. support act and a bar from the Red
Lion pub.

Village Day Tickets available from the Red Lion —

Sunday 4th June from 12 noon at the numbers are limited so tickets should
Village Hall —stalls, displays and lots  be purchased in advance.
to see and do.

2442222222222 22422222248 2222 224

‘Bring and Buy’ Plant Sale
and
Coffee Morning
Saturday 20th May 2023
from 10.00 am until 12 noon

St Michael’s Church, Woolmer Green

If you are dividing plants this spring please pot up and label some
spares for us to sell. Also any spare bedding plants and vegetables
would be greatly appreciated.

Contact: Sue Keach 01438 716657 or Chris Allday 01438 716859

2242222222222 2222222222222 2 24
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Coping with Dementia - FREE Event

EVVITDA: . Working to become N -~

c atne

Demvgrrlrllia Action Alliance “ ‘ Eem edrlltla @ggg‘g‘l&r%‘a
ith th rt of rien

b thesportel % 'u e S

18th May 2023 at 7- 9pm
Welwyn Civic Centre, Prospect Place, Welwyn AL6 9EN

Do you have a close relative, friend or neighbour who is
living with dementia?

Are you a carer for someone living with dementia?

Are you a business or individual who would like to
have a better understanding of the condition,
its impact and how you can help?
This FREE event is an opportunity to:

° Learn more about the condition, meet others with similar experiences and ask
questions of the experts including the Alzheimer’s Society and Admiral Nurses.

. Hear a carer’s experience of living with dementia.

° Find out more about Dementia Friendly Communities and actions in the Welwyn
Hatfield Borough.

. Find out more about services and support available from Welwyn Hatfield
Dementia Action Alliance Partners including Herts Ability, Herts Independent Liv-
ing, Herts Sports & Physical Activity Partnership, Bluebird Care, Trading Stand-
ards & more.

Book a ticket:
This is a free event but to manage numbers please book a ticket using the link:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/coping-with-dementia-tickets-611047779357
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C D CAMPBELL

Painting & Decorafing and
General Mointenance
Contractor

€ Routine foot care including: ¥
Nail trimming
Thickened nail reduction
Callus reduction
Corn removal
Verrucae
Fungal nail infections
Ingrowing toenail

Free Estimates

% Cracked heels ¥ h:EEhﬂéyE_
Fully qualified, insured and DBS checked Hetlartne
. ALs OT)
To book a home visit please
contact: Tel: 07889 323122
07932 377083 Home Mo: 01438 717076

Email: colincampbell 1741 @hotmaoil.couk

I
-

TING
" pCRY
Home Can you make a positive difference every day? % /

Quality Care in Your Home We look after amazing people in the comfort of their own homes

r\l AL Call us on 01707 682 100 oW
[

v Hugely Rewarding

¥ Work Life Balance

¥ Friendly Supportive Team
¥ Quality Time with Clients
v Full Training Provided

¥’ Career Development

v Time to Travel
v" Great Pay & Benefits

Car Drivers ONLY




An Ode to Hatfield House - Mardley Heath WI

This month Gary Fisher brought his
knowledge of Hatfield House to us all

His journey through time kept us
enthralled

The house itself was built in Burgundian
style

Where guests could enjoy the beauty and
rest awhile

No defensive qualities, just a building so
fine

With towers that were decorative and

a knot garden design

It became a house for Henry VIII's
offspring

Keeping them free from the ill health which
London may bring

When Henry died Edward passed Hatfield
to his sister Elizabeth as a gift

But Mary could not heal their rift

So Elizabeth spent time in London’s Tower
But returned to Hatfield where she sat in
her bower

Elizabeth heard about her accession

to the throne

Whilst living at Hatfield all on her own

In 1607 Robert Cecil rebuilt the palace he
had just acquired

Demolished much of it but kept the stables
he required

Despite a fire in 1835 the house

survived

But sadly the Dowager Marchioness died

Support your local market!

14" May 2023
10.00 am —1.30 pm
Civic Centre, Welwyn
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A young Charles Dickens reported on this
and couldn’t resist

Using this experience when writing
Oliver Twist

The Cecil family have done much through
the ages

To build, revitalise and regenerate

the house through all its stages

And to the 7" Marquis of Salisbury

in residence now

We are delighted to bask in the history
that the house will allow

So good readers we had an interesting
evening which we enjoyed

Thank you Gary we couldn’t have been
better employed!

Whether it’s a talk, an activity, or
music to hear

You will find that it’s absolutely clear
Mardley Heath Wl is about
camaraderie and fun

And that’s what W1 is about when

all’s said and done!

Most meetings are held on the third
Thursday of the month at 7:30 pm

at the Oaklands Primary School,

Gt North Road, Welwyn.

For any additional information,

please contact our Secretary by e-mail:
secretary.mhwi@gmail.com

New members and visitors are always
welcome. Brenda Bigland CBE




www.,

FIZZ

Fabulowy food, for any occasion

Mawia Sherriff
Welwyn Village - 07919 090419
mariasherriff@yahoo.com
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THE W

WHITE HART

WELWYN

Restaurant, Bar,
Guestrooms & Function
Room

We offer a seasonal A La Carte
menu as well as a Tasting Menu &
drinks flight.

Our bar specializes in expertly
made cocktails, well kept beers &
good quality wines.

)
o

2 Prospect Place, Welwyn, AL6
www.whitehartwelwyn.co.uk | 0143

~iiHertsHearihg

Codicote clinic with easy access

Home visits available

Hearing aids
Iml" Hearing tests W
@ Wax removal 9
Custom ear plugs

A company that focuses on your unique
needs and prioritises care
with a personalised service.

Tel: 07495 65 50 84
www. hertshearing.co.uk
catherine@hertshearing.co.uk




The Origins of Oaklands School and Mardley Heath WI

Women’s
Institute

Mardley Heath Women'’s Institute
was formed in November 1956. The
meetings were held at the Nursery
School (at that time opposite the North
Star Hotel) and later at the Methodist
Hall in Canonsfield Road.

In 1960 three members of the
committee, Mrs M Moore, Mrs Hood
(both have now left the area) and
Mrs Louie Gane decided it was time
that a school was built at Mardley
Heath. The need for the school was
justified by the difficulty for young
children with their parents travelling
by bus to and from Welwyn. Buses
were infrequent, overcrowded and
there were also strikes at that time.
Welwyn School was very overcrowded.
Some classes had over 40 children.

A census was taken by the Women's
Institute covering the whole district of
Mardley Heath and Oaklands to assess
the numbers of children likely to take
advantage of a school at Mardley
Heath. This Census proved beyond all
doubt that a school was needed.

Welwyn Parish Council agreed to
meet a deputation from Mardley Heath
W.I. representing parents. In May
1960, Mrs Connie Hood and Mrs Louie
Gane attended the meeting and put
their case very convincingly.
Subsequently a piece of land was
purchased for the school at its present
site, with a promise that the Women’s
Institute and other local organisations
could hold their meetings there.

Oaklands School was eventually
opened in 1966 with the understanding
that Mardley Heath Women'’s Institute
could move to the school for its
meetings etc.

Finally, in 1972 following a written
ballot paper, Mardley Heath Women'’s
Institute moved to Oaklands School,
complete with storage shed and

were made very welcome by the
Headmaster at that time.

Compiled by the late Mrs Louie Gane,
Oaklands Rise, Welwyn, in April 1991.

34



Struggling?

That's not surprising. The last two years have
provided many reasons to feel stressed.

The real problems start when stress gets
stuck in your body.

Muscle tension, aches and pains, anxiousness
and fatigue are all signs that your body may be
retaining stress. Our gentle process enables you
to release and resolve Physically Retained
Stress.

Book your complimentary 15 minute consultation
to discuss your concerns and learn how our
solution can help you get back to living life.

It's a conversation, not a commitment.

WELWYN CHIROPRACTIC

Wellingham House, 15 Church Street

Welwyn, Herts ALS 9LN

01438 717865
www.welwynchiropractic.co.uk

1S YOUR BODY
RETAINING
STRESS?

Welwyn Chiropractic
patients have reported
improvements with:

Headaches/migraines
Neck pain/stiffness
Shoulder injuries
Elbow pain
Back painflumbago
Sciatica
Hip pain
Knee pain
Ankle sprains

Muscle
spasms/cramps

General aches and
pains

SIMON ROPER
SERVICES

WALL & FLOORTILING

Ceramics —Porcelain — Stone
Tanking Systems
Under Tile Heating

o

M- 07941 011467
T—-01438 811683

Email :simeonreperservices@gmail.com
El: simon roper tiling services

Welwyn

Wlnd
Cleanlng

07973 866462

welwynwindowcleaning.co.uk




How many lives have you saved recently?

I’'m not sure how many I've
saved, but a fair few. No, | am
not a hero, I’'m a blood donor
and each blood donation can
save up to three lives.

So far | have clocked up over
90 donations!

Donated blood can save someone
who needs blood in an emergency and
is also a lifeline for those in need of
long-term treatment. The NHS needs
400 new donors a day to keep up with
the demand for blood and there is a
particular need for blood donated by
ethnic minorities — the blood most
suitable for treating such conditions
as sickle cell anaemia. People who have
O Negative blood are also sought after
—they are “universal donors” as their
blood can be given to any patientin
need. Other blood types need to be
matched to ensure compatibility.

Every year around 135,000 current
donors have to stop donating, for a
variety of reasons, and those donors
need to be replaced. Could YOU be a
life saver?

Giving blood takes about an hour of
your time every sixteen weeks (women)
or twelve weeks (men). You will be
carefully screened to check that you
are healthy and that giving blood will
not adversely affect you. You will also
fill in a questionnaire to check that your
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lifestyle will not impinge on your blood
and thus adversely affect its recipient.

For example, if you have travelled
recently to an area of the world where
malaria is endemic or if you might have
come into contact with the zika virus
you will be asked to wait before you
make a donation.

You can make an appointment with
a mobile donor unit which visits your
area. There are sessions in Welwyn
Garden City, Knebworth, Stevenage
and Hertford or go to a permanent
donor centre, the nearest of which is
in Luton. | go to Luton because | find it
easy to select a time and date which
suits me. The mobile units are not
available every day. The excellent
website for giving blood allows you
to sign up as a new donor and book
appointments. It explains everything
you need to know about becoming a
blood donor or about resuming
donations after a break:

www.blood.co.uk

Once you have donated, you will
receive an email or text thanking you
for your donation and you will also
receive a message letting you know
where your blood has been sent, once
it has been processed. | particularly
look forward to that message — | love
knowing where my blood has gone.
Could you be a hero? It is really easy
and, if saving lives is not motivation
enough, they do truly excellent snacks
and biscuits! Rita McNeill



CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIS

Registered with HPC CH 24414

Lynda A. Mountbatten

FSSCh MBChA
Dip Pod Med BSc Pod Med

Surgery (Datchworth) and Home Visits
01438 817073

APPLE REMOVALS

Domestic/Business moves/Storage
Packing Services
Tel: 01438 821215 or 01707 372404
www.apple-removals.co.uk

I & B Electrical

Free Quotes and
Competitive Prices

Rewires & Fuse Boxes

Additional Lights, Sockets,
TV Points

Fault Finding
Security Lighting

Carbon & Smoke
Detectors

Periodic Inspections
& PAT Testing

s,
P 8

All work tested by our ‘: ?‘
registered engineer e

Daytime: 07861 398288
Evening: 01707 262771

www.ib-electrical.co.uk

v

BN

Welwyn St Mary's

Church of England Primary School
"Believe and Achieve”

Outstanding

Ofsted September 2013

Excellent
SIAMS 2019

01438 714169
15 London Road, Welwyn, AL6 9DT
Email: admin@welwynst-marys.herts.sch,uk
Website: www welwynst-marys herts.sch.uk

@ sz & W
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Alicedh
Coralie

Glyns

We are a local Almshouse Charity with
14 properties in
Turmore Dale and Hyde Valley
Welwyn Garden City

If you are over 60 and looking for accommodation,
please contact our Managing Agents:

First Garden Cities Homes on:

01462 683307
We may be able to help
I



Welwyn Parish Council

| am writing
this at the end
of March
when we are
enjoying the
spring flowers
in Welwyn Parish. Thank you to all
who have them in their gardens
and to those who plant the bulbs
on private/public land. | am sure,
like me, they make you feel

cheerful.

This will be my last article for the
Welwyn Magazine. | have decided to
stand down as Chairman as | feel it will
be good for the Council and the
Community to have a new Chairman
with new ideas and a fresh perspective.

My article this month will reflect some
of what has happened during my time as
Chairman together with ideas we have
for the future.

Looking back to when | took on the
role of Chair, we were just thinking of
developing a Neighbourhood Plan. This
has proved to be a long process, but
following consultation evenings with
residents and businesses together with
afternoon drop-in sessions, the full draft
plan is almost ready. Shortly it will have
to be reviewed by Full Council and an
informal dialogue has to be arranged
with WHBC Planners. The Neighbour-
hood Plan Steering Group has worked
very hard to get to this stage. Councillor
Bill Morris has led at every step of the

way and we are very grateful for his
work, guidance, advice and organisation
throughout the process. We will keep
you informed of our next steps.
In 2020 the Community Engagement
Committee started investigating the
possibility of a community orchard/
nature reserve on the area of land
owned by the Council between the lower
tennis courts and Whitehill. Three years
on this has been established and after a
lot of hard work by volunteers we now
have an attractive Whitehill Wildflower
Meadow. We recently made the
entrance to the Meadow safer with a
less steep slope together with a handrail.
We have benches, bins, including one for
dog waste, and an information notice
board. Thank you to our volunteers who
have transformed this area. If you would
like to help in the Meadow please
contact the Parish Office:
office@welwynpc.org.uk
oron: 01438 716667

In the last few years the entrance to
the Civic Centre has been transformed
with a refurbishment of the foyer. The
dark cabinets have been removed, the
quilt displayed in a new frame and new
outside lamps erected. More recently we
have put a defibrillator on the outside
wall which means most areas of the
Parish now have what could be life
saving devices. In 2021 we had a new
barrier installed and two Electric Car
Chargers. As | write this we are
discussing, with the Borough Council,

the installation of .
continued on p40
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Personal, caring and
independent.

L€

24 hour service * Private Chapels of Rest .
Bespoke Funeral Plans * Own Crematorium

‘Harwood Park

The per_’ﬁrﬂ setting to commemorate
www.austins.co.uk the life of your loved one

STEVENAGE * 01438 316623
HITCHIN = 01462 438422
KNEBWORTH « 01438 812365
BUNTINGFORD * 01763 274111
WELWYN GARDEN CITY « 01707 390018
WELWYN = 01438 714686
HERTFORD = 01992 582052
WARE = 01920 468551
LETCHWORTH - 01462 684292
HODDESDON = 01992 471709
HARWOOD PARK - 01438 812515
HARPENDEN +« 01582 762570 www.crematorium.co.uk

and manage
beauriful

Serving the local
community for ten
generations

WELWYN GARDEN CITY GOLF CLUB
Your Local Friendly Members’ Golf Club

Welcoming atmosphere, ¢ Full, 5 Day, Junior,

diverse membership & Corporate and Social
strong social scene memberships available

Free Reciprocal golf at 5

Excellent year-round course

other local members’ Clubs Visitors Welcome

Contact: David Spring, General Manager

@ 01707 325243 P4 david@wgcge.co.uk H www.wgcge.co.uk
WGC Golf Club, Mannicotts, High Oaks Road, WGC AL8 7BP




Welwyn PariSh CounCiI continued from p38

more chargers in the village.

During the pandemic, Highways
installed planters along the village High
Street. Not everyone agreed with this
decision but they were to help with social
distancing and also to slow the speed of
vehicles to 20mph. We still have the
planters with the 20mph signs on them
and many residents feel that they have
indeed helped with, not only the speed of
traffic, but also the ‘rat race’ through the
village at busy times. Welwyn Parish
Council has now agreed to extend the
contract for the next twelve months with
‘Making Life Beautiful’ who maintain the
planters.

On 10" May we will be holding our
Annual Parish Assembly and are hoping
that you will be able to join us. We cannot
assume that we represent the interests of
all residents without consulting them.
These meetings provide a valuable
opportunity for local people to identify
features of the Parish that need
improving or are worth protecting. They
stimulate discussion and inform decision
making. The council should not make
decisions in isolation and we are
fortunate to work with members of the
Welwyn Planning and Amenities Group
(WPAG), the Welwyn Allotment
Association and local individuals who are
invited to attend some of our meetings.
We appreciate their input and ideas.

The Fernery is now a popular area of
the Parish. Due to the hard work of many
volunteers it is now a beautiful area in all
seasons. It is so popular that there are
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plans to extend the Heritage Trail to the
Fernery and also to Singlers Marsh. For
those of you who have not walked along
the Heritage Trail | encourage you to do
so especially as an activity with children.

One year ago the Council decided to
hold a ‘Craft and Farmers’ Market’ at the
Civic Centre on the second Sunday of the
month. The idea came from our clerk,
Caroline, who organises it, sources the
stall holders and also sells tea, coffee and
cakes which she and her mother have
baked. Please come and support this
venture as it is good to buy produce and
crafts from local people.

| have not got room to write about
everything that has happened in the
Parish over the last few years. Please let
us know if you have any ideas for
improving where we live. Personally, |
think we are very lucky to live in Welwyn
Parish and | hope you enjoy being here as
much as | do.

Look after yourselves and others.

Marj Otty
Chairman, Welwyn Parish Council

If you wish to contact the Council,
our office on Lockleys Drive is:

Open: 9am to 3pm
Monday-Friday

Telephone: 01438 716667

Email: office@welwynpc.org.uk
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Hertford 5h|re W|'IIC|'I7
HD €5

Award winning, timeless design, from concept to completion.
Design consultation in your own home.

Country house specialists, bespoke furniture, designer fabrics, wallpaper and paint. Handmade curtains and blinds.
Unigue kitchens and bathrooms. Lighting, flooring, art and upholstery.

WwWw.jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 01707 276343 /07947711597
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The Return of the ‘Herts at War’ Talks

We Are Proud To Announce

It has been a long time since our
'physical' talks were held at the
University of Hertfordshire, so we
are pleased to announce their
return, but at a new venue.

The Welwyn Civic Centre, Prospect
Place, Welwyn (Old) AL6 9ER
The talks will cover a variety
of conflicts and the first talk

will take place on:

Thursday 4th May 2023
at 7.30 pm

Peter Hart & Gary Bain
“Laugh or Cry — In The Trenches”
and thereafter on the 3rd

Thursday of each month

Booking is required for organisational
and capacity reasons, entry and seating
cannot be guaranteed without booking

a ticket for each person attending.
Book your tickets at:- https://
www.eventbrite.com/e/haw-talks-
peter-hart-gary-bain-laugh-or-cry-in-
the-trenches-tickets-588287653207
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We are busy organising a selection of
eminent historians, authors and speak-
ers for the future. Any

suggestions gratefully received.

You may wish to add the following
dates to your diary in readiness:

2023:

15 June

20 July

17 August

21 September
19 October
16 November
21 December

2024:

18 January

15 February

21 March

18 April ... . ..

Our talks will be confirmed by email.
More detail and future talks as they
are confirmed, will be listed at:

www.hertsatwar.co.uk/events
together with details of the venue
and a printable map etc. They will also
be listed in the next Newsletter and on
our Facebook and Twitter pages.
We look forward to seeing you
again throughout the year.

Our talks will remain FREE,
but our costs have risen,
so please come prepared to give
a donation if you enjoy the talk!



DeVito’'s

[ Il e & T
We cover all aspects of installing your
bathroom or kitchen including

plastering, decorating and electrics

%, 07789861004
& devitosltd@outlook.com
‘] DeVito’s Kitchens and Bathrooms

| elassgen

&5t 1990

+=~"HERTFORD
.\ TV SERVICE

e AERIALS & SATELLITE
INSTALLATIONS/REPAIRS

e TV REPAIRS (OLED, LCD, LED)

* TV WALL MOUNTING &
SOUNDBARS

* WIFI SYSTEMS & DATA
NETWORKING

e CCTV & WIRELESS BURGLAR
ALARM SYSTEMS

www. hertfordtvservice.co.uk
Unit 1B, Foxholes Avenue, Hertford SG13 7JG
LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS EST 1979
ALL WORK FULLY GUARANTEED

Flbmé

Retail & Business Florist

29 High Street, Welwyn, Hertfordshire. AL6 9EE
%, 01438 716569 == info@welwynflorist.co.uk
w @welwynflorist f theoldwelwynflorist

)

eflorist

= e WWW.Welwynflorist.co.uk

Richard Parsons
French Polisher
& Furniture Restorer

Antiques - Modern Furniture -
Pianos - Full Repair Service

27 ST MARTINS ROAD
KNEBWORTH (01438) 812200
HERTS. SG3 6ER 07946 422151
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Ken Hodson
Jl@ Local Computer Hardware and Software Repairs,
= ?}} Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business
Tel, 07974 156743 / 01682 794723

Email enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk
www.kenhodsoncomputerservices.co,uk

Mo fix, e fee for all repairs - you have nothing to lose.

Low hourty rate

Mast repairs carried out in your home, if not the computer will be picked up from and
delivered back fo you

Prablems with Windows [ Applications ! Internat / networks fixed

Friendly training and instruction available in plain English

Advice given on upgrades — many clder computers can be upgraded at a fraction of
the cost of a new machine

» Upgrades of hardware and saftware camied out
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Second Saturday Recitals continue......

Saturday 13th May 2023
at 12 noon in St Mary’s Church

Cambridge Chamber Ensemble

Stephen Foster (violin) and Anastasia Matkovskaia (piano)
return with the distinguished cellist Dietrich Bethge who was,
for many years the principal cellist
of the English Chamber Orchestra.

The programme will start with Haydn’s ‘Gypsy Rondo’ trio and
be followed by Schubert’s ‘Notturno’ and will conclude with
‘Palm Court’ favourites of the type popularised by Max Jaffa and
his trio on the BBC and at his summer seasons in Scarborough.

All Recitals are free to attend. The proceeds of the retiring
collections, after modest expenses, go to Church Funds.
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Parish Registers
St Mary’s Welwyn

Funeral Service
2nd March Raymond (Ray) Alfred Holloway

Ayot St Peter’s

Funeral Service
29th March David Frederic Kalbza (burial)

18th March Susan Janet Pearson (burial of ashes only)

Harwood Park
30th March Margaret Ruth Stacey
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SWEEPSMAR
Chimney Sweep

e Sweeping all types of Flues
e Chimney CCTV Inspections
e Chimney Leakage Tests
¢ Bird Nests Removed e
e Pots and Cowls Fitted »

e Clean and Friendly Service »

01438 553 023

www.sweepsmart .co.uk

HETAS

PC
Asset
Services

Your local, friendly computer helper
New computers, laptops, printers *
refurbished computers * anti-virus

wireless networks ¢ home tutorials
installations and setup * troubleshooting *
upgrades ¢ security * PC health check ¢
repairs ¢ broadband installation
Phone 07768 055906
Email: info@pcassetservices.co.uk

www.pcassetservices.co.uk
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FlexiFootCare

Mobile Podiatry & Chiropody Services

HCPC Registered Podiatrist:
Diane Fletcher BSc (Hons), RCPod

Offering @

rofessional foot care

service at affordable prices in the

comfort of your home

« Nail care, corns, callus « Ingrown toenails
« Diabetic foot assessments « Foot pain &
more

¥
J i
[

.AYI!"L'L

07903 293533
www.flexifootcare.co.uk
flexifootcare@hotmail.com

STUDIO C ARCHITECTS LTD

Providing architectural design services that respond to your needs

*

FREE CONSULTATION
¥ PROFESSIONAL & PERSONABLE APPROACH
*  PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION APPLICATIONS
¥ TENDER & CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION
*

NEW BUILDS & EXTENSIONS
ALTERATION, RENOVATION & REFURBISHMENT

Sarah Coughlan
BA (Hons)Arch Pg.Dip(Plym) RIBA

(E) sarahcoughlan@studio-c-architects.com
(W)www.studio-c-architects.com
(T) 01920 413302

sTuDio C ARCHITECTS LTD

architectural design services

RIBA




ST MARY’S - Welwyn

Sunday
Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday
Wednesday
Saturday

Confessions

Church Notice Board

www.welwyn.org.uk

8.00am Holy Communion

9.30am Parish Communion / Junior Church
6.30 pm Evensong (2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays)
9.00am Morning Prayer

9.30am Holy Communion

9.00 am Parish Prayers

By arrangement with the Clergy.

The Ministry of Counsel and Absolution is available to anyone who seeks it at any time.

Clergy Surgery Hour
Saturdays

10.00amto 11.00 am

A member of the team will be available in church for any enquiries. Mainly intended for
Baptisms or Weddings, but not exclusively restricted to those matters.

ST MICHAEL’S - Woolmer Green www.stmichaels-wg.org.uk

Sunday

1st and 4th Sundays
2nd Sunday

3rd Sunday

5th Sunday

AYOT ST PETER

1st Sunday

2nd and 5th Sundays
3rd Sunday

4th Sunday

11.15am

Parish Eucharist:
Family Service
All Age Eucharist
Morning Prayer

www.ayotstpeter.com

11.15am Matins: (Book of Common Prayer, King James’ Bible)
11.15am Holy Communion: (Book of Common Prayer, King James’ Bible)
11.15am Family Service: (Common Worship, NRSV Bible)

11.15am Parish Communion: (Common Worship, NRSV Bible)

EVANGELICAL CHURCH - Welwyn www.welwyn-evangelical.org.uk

Sunday
Sunday
Wednesday

9.45 am Bible Classes (All ages 7+)
11.00 am and 6.30 pm (Facilities for young children)
8.00 pm Bible Study (except 3rd Wednesday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH of the HOLY FAMILY - Knightsfield, Welwyn Garden City

Fr Norbert Ferbandes

T: 01707 323234 www.wgc-catholics.org.uk

DIGSWELL VILLAGE CHURCH www.digswellvillagechurch.org.uk

Methodist/Anglican LUG T: 01438 510391

1st and 3rd Sundays
2nd Sunday
4th Sunday
5th Sunday

11.00 am Methodist (1st Holy Communion)
11.00 am Anglican

11.00 am Family Service

11.00 am alternate Methodist/Anglican

*ekk
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WOOLMER PEST CONTROL

Hertfordshire
All Pest Control Work Carried Out
Father & Son business
07773 453380 Conor
0778 714 8008 Malachy
Email: woolmerpestcontrollid@gmail.com
www.woolmerpesiconirol.co.uk A NPTA
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COPPER & CALICO
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Bespoke antique and mid-century furniture upholstery

Tel: 01438 553099
www.copperandealico.co.uk

Welwyn workshop

FITNESS PHYSIOTHERAPY

|
\S KATE WHITELAND

SPORTS INJURY CLINIC
k HYDAOTHERAPY
—~—

= PILATES

Sports Injuries Whiplash & Headaches
Back Pain & Neck Fain

Arthritis & Tendonitis

Joint, Nerve & Muscular Pain
Post — Op Rehabilitation

Work Associated Pain Pregnancy related Pain

Telephone 07956 372891
Email katewhiteland@gmail.com

www fitnessphysio.co.uk

KATE WHITELAND BSc (Hons) MSc MMACP MCSP
Member of the Health Professions Council
The Therapy Rooms, Natural Health,

36 Wigmeores North, Welwyn Garden City,
Herts ALB 6PH

MNEY SWEEPING

Kevin Tallant
kevin@tlt-chimne

JDS Window Cleaning

We clean windows & frames

Patios & Driveways Pressure Washing
Fascias & Conservatories

POLE-FED PURE WATER SYSTEM
Call Luka on: 07713 490 773

Peter Scoats

Carpentry
&
Property maintenance

Tel : Welwyn
01438 715986
07962 318840

scoats007@gmail.com




Meditation

Hymns as Prayers

Sharing in the progression of services through Easter week means we
arrive on Easter Day with a deeper understanding and joy. We walk with
Jesus and each year sing from Palm Sunday to Easter Day:

Palm Sunday ‘Hosanna to the son of David’
Maundy Thursday ‘My God My God, look upon me; why hast
thou forsaken me’

Good Friday ‘Is it nothing to you, all you who pass by’
Easter Saturday ‘This joyful Eastertide’
Easter Sunday ‘Hallelujah’

The music we sing is both beautiful and emotional, often prayerful
or a declaration of faith. It stirs us to God deep within our souls as we
cheer, cry out in anguish and rejoice.

The set of hymns we sang on Maundy Thursday this year were
particularly beautiful and some of my favourites. They speak of the
deep mysteries of our faith and help us to empathise and experience
for ourselves the emotions and truths we believe. They are beautifully
worded prayers in their own right:

‘Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and in fear and trembling
stand...”

‘O thou who at the Eucharist did pray that all thy church might
be for ever one...”

‘Of the glorious body telling, O my tongue its mysteries sing...”

Think of the hymns as prayers, indeed use them as prayers, and you will
gain a new appreciation for words and music.

Bless O Lord us thy servants who minister in thy temple. Grant that
what we sing with our lips, we may believe in our hearts, and believing

in our hearts, show forth in our lives. Amen.
Stephen Jupp
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