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Editor Note

We normally publish reports on activities and meetings
occurring in Welwyn village and the immediate areas. If
any reader would like to submit an article on local
matters then please send the details by email to:
magazine@welwyn.org.uk or contact St Mary’s church
office on 01438 840964.

Articles by the 1st of the month preceding publication, see details above.

The Editors reserve the right to shorten or omit articles or refuse advertisements.

The opinions expressed in this magazine are not necessarily those of the Clergy, Editors or Publishers.
Advertisements included in the magazine does not imply their endorsement by the Clergy, Editors or Publishers.
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jennyjuniorinteriors.co.uk 01707 276343 / 07947 711597
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The

Dear Friends

Most years it comes as a bit of new year
shock that not only do | have to write an
article for the magazine just as Christmas
has passed (though of course Jess reminds
me rather too smugly, that she has already
done hers...), but that as it is for February
so it needs to have details for the start of
Lent. However, for once Lent doesn’t start
until March as Easter is more or less as late
as it can be this year. (Shrove Tuesday is 1°*
March — Pancake Race at 3.30pm, Ash
Wednesday is March 2™ — Eucharist with
Imposition of Ashes at 9.30am and 8pm.)
So, this allows me to say something about a
feast which occurs at the start of February,
and often gets overlooked. The
Presentation of Christ in the Temple is
actually the end of the Christmas season,
and certainly the church keeps its
decorations and tree up until then. This is
because it’s the final chapter in the gospel
Christmas stories — apart from one glimpse
of him aged 13, we will hear nothing more
of Jesus’ life until he begins his ministry at
the age of 30.

Luke records the incident in chapter 2 of his
gospel, and seems to combine two Jewish
rituals which surrounded childbirth. The
first, which occurs forty days after a birth
was the purification and thanksgiving for
the safety of the mother, in this case Mary.
The Church of England retains this in the
Book of Common Prayer as the
Thanksgiving of Women after Childbirth.
This was essentially a domestic rite. The
forty days explains why we observe the
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Presentation on the
2" February.
However, the Jewish
Law also had
provision for the
presentation of the
first-born son in the
Temple anytime in
the first month of his
life. So, both of these
rites are found in Luke’s account.

In the Temple Mary and Joseph meet
Simeon and Anna — two devout older
people. Both recognise Jesus as the
Messiah, and Simeon says the words which
we know by their Latin first line of nunc
dimittis — (Now you have dismissed me). In
these famous words which are said every
day at Evening Prayer in church, Simeon
prophesies that Jesus will be the ‘Light who
will lighten the Gentiles.” That theme of
light is carried over, not only daily at
Evening Prayer, but also in the popular
name for the feast of the Presentation —
Candlemas. This is because remembering
Simeon’s words, people would bring
candles to church to be blessed at this time
of year. Perhaps we forget in an age of 24
hour electric light, how dark even quite
populous towns and cities were, and how
important candlelight would have been for
safety and security in the winter months.
The Welwyn Team will celebrate
Candlemas with a candlelit carol service at
St Mary’s on Sunday 30" January at
6.30pm. All are welcome.

ghes




Personal, caring and
1ndependent

24 hour service * Private Chapels of Rest
Bespoke Funeral Plans * Own Crematorium

The perfect setting to commemorate
2 the life of your loved one
www.austins.co.uk yed/y

STEVENAGE * 01438 316623
HITCHIN - 01462 438422
KNEBWORTH + 01438 812365
BUNTINGFORD = 01763 274111
WELWYN GARDEN CITY « 01707 390018
WELWYN - 01438 714686
HERTFORD - 01992 582052 [

WARE + 01920 468551 ¢ Serving the local
LETCHWORTH -+ 01462 684292 :
HODDESDON - 01992 471709 community for ten

HARWOOD PARK « 01438 812515 PWW.CT ium.co.uk . generations

Y01 Local Members’ Golf Club

* Fun, friendly, sociable club, offering competitive and social
golf with a busy social calendar.

* Full Membership under £28 per week.
* 5 Day Membership less than £21 per week.

* No Societies at weekends * Social & Corporate Membership available.
WGC Golf Club, Mannicotts, High Oaks Road, WGC AL8 7BP

Contact: David Spring, General Manager
t 01707 325243 e david@wgcgc.co.uk w www.wgcgce.co.uk




Jessie - The Rectory Dog

Master has recently taken pity on me, and although | seem to have
completely colonised — and in one case destroyed — the three sofas in
the house, he has noticed that my night time bed was not quite up to
scratch. So, he’s bought me a new one, which is marginally more
comfortable and only just slightly less expensive than his. | know you'll
all be fascinated so I'll stick to the highlights.

Firstly: the innards look initially as though they might garrotte you, and
also look far too small — but it turns out they are something called
memory foam. This magically expands as you take it out of the packaging — in fact slightly
alarmingly. And the cones apparently are there to gently support my delicate frame.
Also, the foam remembers everything — where | left my toys, where | buried my bone,
when | was last taken out for a walk, the weight of my last meal.

Secondly, the much-needed washable outer cover is soft and furry on one side (is it cat
hair? Here’s hoping ... ) for winter, and then rather plainer and cooler on the other,
apparently for summer. Also, it is chew resistant, though that’s been a description
applied to many items, whereupon | have systematically debunked the manufacturers’
claims. o,

If you're tempted to share with me details of your own bedding, then L

"

please don’t. Jess g

& g

Fellowship

We were able to hold the November meeting taking great care to observe all
the safety rules. We had a good attendance and we usually feel this meeting is
the start of Christmas. The meeting took the usual form of celebration with
carols and many members reminiscing about their childhood memories of
Christmas. The refreshments consisted of mince pies and Stollen cake all
provided by the Committee.

Unfortunately, the January lunch has had to be postponed. It has been decided
that at the present time of uncertainty with all the precautions it is wiser to
delay this annual meeting. It has been a hard decision and we all hope as the
year progresses our lives will become less restricted, and life will be almost as it
used to be.

Marjorie Lyon



CHIROPODIST/PODIATRIS

Registered with HPC CH 24414

Lynda A. Mountbatten

FSSCh MBChA
Dip Pod Med BSc Pod Med

Surgery (Datchworth) and Home Visits
01438 817073

GPPLE REMOVALS

Domestic/Business moves/Storage
Packing Services
Tel: 01438 821215 or 01707 372404
www.apple-removals.co.uk

Welwyn St Mary's
Church of England Primary School
“Believe and Achieve”

Outstanding

Ofsted September 2013

Excellent
SIAMS 2019
01438 714169
15 London Road, Welwyn, AL6 9DJ

Email: admin@welwynst-marys.herts.sch.uk
Website: www.welwynst-marys herts.schuk
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For relaxing treatments
Bring this advert and receive £5 off any treatment.
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We offer a wide variety of treatments by qualified and insured
Therapist/A esthatician carnied out in tranguil surmoundings:-

Col Shrikran T a0l Peel
ollagen Stimulation Therapy, Cool Peels

Manicures & Pe

ling Warm Orienta

ercing, Hair Remov

Jane Iredale skincare

1ipplements,

Phone - 01438 840333
34B High Street, Welwyn, AL6 9EQ
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Homes
Trust

We are a local Almshouse Charity with
14 properties in
Turmore Dale and Hyde Valley

Welwyn Garden City

If you are over 60 and looking for accommodation,
please contact our Managing Agents:
First Garden Cities Homes on:

01462 683307

We may be able to help



Beyond the farm gate
o y 4m r :

‘1’.

As a farmer’s daughter | am often asked, what is it that you actually do? Driving
tractors all day or milking cows? Despite spending our days growing for the
nation’s dinner tables, it is often rare for consumers to know what actually
happens beyond the farm gate or who these mysterious farmers are...

And so, in these articles | hope to welcome you beyond the farm gate to the
heart of the machine producing the British food and drink we enjoy every day. |
am a young farmer from Welwyn, and this is the story of my life as a
Hertfordshire farmer.

New year, new beginnings
This year’s winter planting season started like any other. We ploughed the farm
in September straight after harvest in order to remove old roots, then drilled

(planted) Soft Wheat, Winter Oats and Winter Barley.

The last few years have been incredibly challenging for farmers. Among other

continued on p9
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| Faciai 1 Aesthetics | Ciinical |IExcelience

Knebworth's luxury facial aesthetics clinic

Anti wrinkle treatments
Dermal fillers
Chemical peels
Fat dissolving treatments
Medical grade skincare
Vitamin drips & much more...

Or Mishma
Lead Facial Aesthetician & Dentist - 07488870442

L £50 off your first .
€) faceclinics treatimant face.clinics

SIMON ROPER
SERVICES

WALL & FLOOR TILING

Ceramics —Porcelain — Stone
Tanking Systems

Linder Tile Heati-ng welw
pe W|nd
M -07941 011467

T-01438 811683 Cleanlng

Email : simonroperservices@gmail.com
El: simon roper tiling services

07973 866462

welwynwindowcleaning.co.uk




Beyond the farm gate continued from p7

obstacles, the weather has been so extreme that many of our crops have started
to struggle where previously they had not. As a result, in May we are planting a
vineyard, alongside our normal agricultural practice, to make the best of the
current volatility in British agriculture. More on this exciting project can be found
on our website.

Diversification projects such as these are normal on British farms. Believe it or
not, while British farmers provide over 60% of the food we eat, most cannot
support their businesses on the sale of produce alone- they have to adapt to
survive. | hope that by opening the farm gate (as it were!), these articles may
spread support for British farmers and encourage us to buy British where we can.

For now, there are animals to muck out, fences to repair and piles of paperwork
to work through! | have only scratched the surface today; | hope you will tune in
next time as we venture beyond the farm gate.

Farmer Hannah

For our Vineyard and Farm information: www.lockleyfarm.co.uk

For more articles on British agriculture, visit my website Agri Unwrapped:
https://agriunwrapped.wixsite.com/agri

Note: The hens (see cover photo) are currently all being kept indoors to prevent the spread of Avian
Flu.

Wanted: Choir conductor/Musical Director

Welwyn Garden City Male Voice Choir is looking to recruit a conductor/musical director.
We are a well-established and active choir with over 30 members. We sing locally in
Hertfordshire and have raised funds for many charitable causes in the area. We have also
performed further afield on tour in the UK and in Europe. The choir has a wide ranging
repertoire including well known pop numbers, songs from the shows, classical arrange-
ments and traditional male voice classics including some in Welsh. The choir currently
rehearses once a week on a Thursday in Welwyn Garden City. The choir is now wanting to
recruit a conductor who can maintain our heritage and at the same time can lead the
choir in new musical areas. The choir has an active organising team which allows the con-
ductor to focus on musical leadership. It also has excellent support from other talented
musicians who accompany the choir and contribute with some conducting support. The
choir has traditionally provided some financial support for the conductor through an
annual honorarium and would be happy to discuss financial arrangements. Call to discuss
on 07768 237538
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calering

Fabulowy food for any occasion

Mawia Sherriff
Webwyn Village - 07919 090419
mariasherriff@yahoo.com
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WHITE HART

WELWYN

Restaurant, Bar,
uestrooms & Function
Room

We are thrilled to be open again
with a restaurant & bar
refurbishment & new style

menuy, including Tom’s
Tasting Menu & signature
Sunday roast

® o

2 Prospect Place, Welwyn, AL6 gEN

Your Local Independent Audiologist

- Wax removal -
- Hearing tests -
QJM‘P - Hearing aids - ‘*QW?
- Custom ear plugs -

Based in Codicote, 16 years NHS
experience, home visits available.

Tel: 07495 65 50 84
www.hertshearing.co.uk
catherine@hertshearing.co.uk
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Birds and Bible: Sparrows

This is the first of what | intend will be series of occasional articles that link our
common birds to references to similar birds in the Bible.

Sparrows get mentioned in Jesus’
affirmation of God'’s love for us.

Are not two sparrows sold for a
penny? Yet not one of them will fall
to the ground outside your Father’s
care. And even the very hairs of
your head are all numbered. So
don’t be afraid; you are worth
more than many sparrows.
(Matthew 10:29-31)

The text gives reference to sparrows being sold. They were acceptable as a
sacrifice at the temple for very poor people who could not afford a larger animal
for sacrifice.

The bird that is mentioned is probably the house sparrow (passer domesticus),
which is a bird of the sparrow family Passeridae, Itis one of about 25 species
and is native to most of Europe, the Mediterranean Basin, and a large part of
Asia. There have also been intentional or accidental introductions to many
regions, including parts of Australasia, Africa, and the Americas, making it the
most widely distributed wild bird.

L |
-, The house sparrow is
strongly associated with
human habitation and can
live in urban or rural
__settings. Their colonial
* nesting habits and flocking
. together make them a social
% species. This probably
accounts for its well-known
presence and mention in the

Continued on p.13



Conveyancing
Wills - Probate

Lasting Powers of Attorney SOLICITORS

Welwyn-based firm of Solicitors

Evening Appointments - Home Visits

Tel: 07368 260469  Email: edmondsons.solicitors@btinternet.com

”/ Conveyanci

Quality Regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority under SRA No 325616 C:X
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HO“‘IE" Can you make a positive difference every day? /

Quality Care in Your Home We look after amazing people in the comfort of their own homes
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¥ Hugely Rewarding

v Work Life Balance

v Friendly Supportive Team
v' Quality Time with Clients
v Full Training Provided

v Career Development

¥ Time to Travel
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Birds and Bible: Sparrows continued from p.11

biblical scene as well as its familiarity to us. Also, as noted, small birds such as
sparrows were acceptable as a sacrifice.

The other sparrow species in the UK is the
tree sparrow (passer montanus) and is
mainly a rural species.

It is a matter of conservation concern that
both house sparrow and tree sparrow
have declined greatly in the UK and across
Europe. The decline in house sparrows

(-69% since the 1970s) has been going on
for several decades, something | have
witnessed myself finding them missing
from areas | have watched for many years.
Research shows there are different factors influencing rural and suburban
populations. Agricultural change, loss of nest sites and reduced food availability
appear to have influenced rural populations. However, the factors behind the
urban and suburban declines are more
difficult to isolate. This may be related
to air pollution reducing insect levels.
There appears to be a better situation
in Scotland and in recent years the
decline in numbers over much of the
UK has been less severe and, in some
places, there have been increases. A
problem is that they remain quite local
within their breeding patches and so do
not often move into new areas.

The tree sparrow population decline has been even worse (-96%), although
there are local regional recoveries in recent years, mainly due to careful
conservation measures supplying nest boxes and supplementary feeding.

Colin Hull
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i Tewis nicki the cat feeder

photography Registered Veterinary Nurse
www.nikidlewisphotes.couk  Fylly Tnsured - DBS Checked

Tel: 07973 135330
nikki@nikkilewisphotos.co.uk

Insta: @nikkilewisphotos O7C]76 I"|‘88603

Twitter: @nikkilewisphoto
Facebook: @nikkilewisphotos — pickithecatfeeder@gmailcom
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Elccirical Emgingers & Condracion

record - about whatever’s getting to you.
REPAIRS TO: %
* DISHWASHERS
« WASHING MACHINES 116 123 Free call
» TUMBLE DRYERS
s OVENS =

= jo@samaritans.or
Tel: (01438) 812236 jo@ g

\_ Mobile: 07778035182 )| & samaritans.org

MISALIGNMENT

When the body distorts ...

Strelched (tight) Neck Muscles
HEADACHE/NECK PAIN

Back, neck and shoulder pain
Pain, discomfort and stiffness in joints
Migraine
Muscular aches
Sports injuries

Arthritic pain

WELWYN CHIROPRACTIC §

Wellingham House, 15 Church Street
Wewlyn, Herts ALE 9LN

01438 717865

hiropractic.co.uk

Shoulder Muscies
SHOULDER/ARM PAIN

Contracted Spinal Muscles
BACK PAIN
RAISED HIP

Contracled Hip Muscles
HIP PAIN

Tightened Hamstrings
KNEE PAIN

WAL weh

___ Tight Calf Muscles
FOOT PAIN

Call To Schedule A
Complimentary Consultation.

It's A Conversation, Not A Commitment
SHORT LEG
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Heart Disease in Women

Patient y
Participation 1
=
Group for é"” o

YGE COTy
Y e T,

SURGERY

Women are nearly 3 times more likely to die from coronary heart disease than breast
cancer. Yet it's still often thought of as a man's disease.
Heart disease refers to any condition that affects the heart including:

heart attacks

heart failure

abnormal heart rhythms (arrhythmia)

heart valve disease

inherited or congenital heart disease

It's important that you know the signs of heart attack and other heart conditions, and
when to seek medical attention.

DO

® know the symptoms of a heart attack
® get medical help immediately if you have symptoms of a heart attack
® know the symptoms of heart failure or arrythmia (abnormal heart rhythm)

® seek medical attention if you are pregnant and have chest pain or breathlessness
that occurs with minimal exertion or when you are at rest

® seek medical attention if you are pregnant and have chest pain or breathlessness
that comes on suddenly or is not normal for you

e talk to your healthcare professional if you have a heart condition and are planning
pregnancy

Reduce your risk of heart disease by making lifestyle changes

DON'T

® do notignore symptoms of a heart attack

Continued on page 17
15



WOOLMER PEST CONTROL

Hertfordshire
All Pest Control Work Carried Out
Father & Son business
07773 453380 Conor
0778 714 8008 Malachy
Email: woolmerpestcontrolltd@gmail.com
www.woolmerpestconirol.co.uk A NPTA
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COPPER & CALICO
UPHOLSTERY

*
*
*
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*

g
*
®
#
=
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Bespoke antique and mid-century furniture upholstery

Tel: 01438 553099
www.copperandealico.co.uk

Welwyn workshop

FITNESS PHYSIOTHERAPY

|
S KATE WHITELAND

SPORTS INJURY CLINIC
\ HYDROTHERAPY
—\‘*\:ﬁ PILATES

Sports Injuries Whiplash & Headaches
Back Pain & Neck Pain

Arthritis & Tendonitis

Joint. Nerve & Muscular Pain
Post — Op Rehabilitation

Work Associated Pain Pregnancy relafted Pain

Telephone 07956 372891
Email katewhiteland@gmail.com

www.fitnessphysio.co.uk

KATE WHITELAND BSc (Hons) MSc MMACP MCSP
Member of the Health Professions Council
The Therapy Rooms, Natural Health,

36 Wigmeores North, Welwyn Garden City,
Herts AL8 6PH

/
/

INSIGHT

HOME BEAUTY SALON LOCATED IN WOOLMER GREEN

Offering high quality lash and nail treatments using industry-leading
products, individually tailored to each client.

07718 635 500 « WWW.INSIGHTBEAUTY.CO.UK
INSIGHTBEAUTYINFO@GMAIL.COM

o insightbeauty insight.beauty

LOOKING
GoOoD
GARDENS

ALL MAINTENANCE
& GARDENSCAPES
Free Estimates and Advice

Phone Darren
01438 840242

3 Broomficld Gardens
WELWYN, HERTS, AL6 9DN
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Peter Scoats

Carpentry
&
Property maintenance

Tel : Welwyn
01438 715986
07962 318840

scoats007@gmail.com




Heart Disease in Women

Do not delay getting help if you have symptoms of a heart attack

Heart attack
A heart attack is a medical emergency. It's crucial to get treatment as soon as possible.

Immediate action required: Phone 999 or go to A&E immediately if:

. You have central chest pain or discomfort in your chest that doesn’t go away—it
may feel like pressure, tightness or squeezing.

. The pain radiates down your left arm, or both arms, or to your neck, jaw, back or
stomach.

° You feel sick, sweaty, lightheaded or short of breath.

If you would like further information about the Bridge Cottage Surgery Patient Partici-
pation Group please email ppgbridgecottage @gmail.com

THE KNEELERS

HOW THEY ARE BEING USED DURING THE PANDEMIC

SOME WERE LENT OUT BEFORE THE START OF LOCKDOWN A FEW WERE PILFERED
(vErY TRICKY TO DETECT)

KNEELER y
LENDING
LIBRARY ﬁ
¥ PENITENT KNEELER AN
THIEF RETURNS STASH, cours
HAVING BEEN  —
CONVERTED BY
EMBROIDERED MESSAGES

THE CLERGY USE THE REMAINDER FOR (SOCIALLY - DISTANCED) TEAM-BUILDING EXERCISES

CartoonChurch.com



I . HCPC Registerad Podiatrist
> (7 Diane Fletcher
SWEEPSMARY S

BSc {Hons) Podiatry, MChS
Chimney Sweep

e Sweeping all types of Flues

FlexiFootCare

Mobile Podiatry / Chiropody Services

Offeringa professioral foot care service at affordable
= Chimnev I eakage Tests o prices in the comfort of your own home

e Chimney CCTV Inspections o

* Nail care, Corns, Callus, Verruca, Athletes foot
= Ingrown toenails - advice & conservative

« Pots and Cowls Fitted « frectment

= Diabetic foot assessments

s Clean and Friendly Service ® Simple insole therapy & Foot pain

01438 553 023 Call: 0790 3293533

Email: flexifootcare@hotmail.com

e Bird Nests Removed e

www.sweepsmart.co.uk

W ebsite coming very s00n

Discounts for 3 or more in one location & competitive rates for
care homes & day centres

STUDIO C ARCHITECTS LTD

Providing architectural design services that respond to your needs

Asset
Services *  FREE CONSULTATION
¥ PROFESSIONAL & PERSONABLE APPROACH
Ed
Your local, friendly computer helper _ PLANNING & BUILDING REGULATION APPLICATIONS
_ ¥ TENDER & CONTRACT ADMINISTRATION
New computers, laptops, printers *
* NEW BUILDS & EXTENSIONS

refurbished computers * anti-virus
ALTERATION, RENOVATION & REFURBISHMENT
wireless networks * home tutorials

installations and setup * troubleshooting *
upgrades * security * PC health check ¢ Sarah Cgugh\an
BA (Hons)Arch Pg.Dip(Plym) RIBA

repairs * broadband installation

Phone 07768 055906 (E) sarahcoughlan@studio-c-architects.com
Emall: info@pcassetservices.co.uk (W)www.studio-c-architects.com
(T) 01920 413302

www.pcassetservices.co.uk

sTUDIO C ARCHITECTS LTD

architectural design services RIBA
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Bringing some cheer at Christmas

At Bible Discovery we enjoy getting together for a summer and a Christmas
party. But, as with everything else we would like to do, Covid has caused us to
make some changes. We were able to have a summer party in our garden,
fresh air, good spacing -and no rain luckily, but what to do for Christmas? In the
end we decided we’d like to do something for the children who won’t get a
Christmas present this year. After a quick search on line, we discovered that the
Salvation Army accept and distribute toys at Christmas.

We met in our two groups with coffee and mince pies (thanks to Katie’s
bakery), and were overwhelmed by how many lovely toys we had acquired.
When the people working in the Charity shop in Welwyn learnt about our
scheme, they were very generous and added to the toys many of us had
unearthed from cupboards, stored there long ago. We set about cleaning them
all with sanitising wipes, and the soft toys underwent a session in the washing
machine. We put each toy in a see-through bag unwrapped, as requested by
the Salvation Army, with a label and a length of ribbon. The many rolls of
wrapping paper donated were put in a big bag so that parents could wrap the
toys for their own children. While we worked, we shared memories of
Christmases past, favourite Christmas poems and stories, and some music.

A few days later, Mike and | put the toys into three large boxes, a huge
teddy bear lying on the top, and set off to the Salvation Army centre in Welwyn
Garden City where we met Diane, and gave her the toys.

For the pleasure it gave us all that may not be the only time we enjoy such
an evening!

Gay Carpenter




DeVito’'s

Kitchens & Bathrooms Itd

[l i T
We cover all aspects of installing your

bathroom or kitchen including
plastering, decorating and electrics

ll\

L. 07789861004
[\& devitosltd@outlook.com
[} Devito’s Kitchens and Bathrooms

email dave@poletrack.co.uk

-

07377 566706

Business
Mums Wanted!

Local businesswoman looking for
5 partners to work from home without
affecting family commitments.
If you have managerial, sales, recruitment
or self employed background,
please contact Tracie.

~

Text SMILE to 07957 421739

| elassgen

&5t 1990

Fﬁaf-uljf

Retail & Business Florist

29 High Street, Welwyn,

Hertfordshire. AL6 9EE

%, 01438 716569 == info@welwynflorist.co.uk
w @welwynflorist f theoldwelwynflorist

t"em e WWW.welwynflorist.co.uk

florist

Medals Wanted

Local collector & researcher
pays highest prices for all
medals: military or civil,
groups or single items.
Also buying other militaria
and civil aviation items.

Tel: 01438 - 811657

Richard Parsons
French Polisher
& Furniture Restorer

Antiques - Modern Furniture -
Pianos - Full Repair Service

27 ST MARTINS ROAD
KNEBWORTH (01438) 812200
HERTS.SG3 6ER 07946 422151
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Welwyn St Mary’s Church Clock

It's 1803 and, in Hyde Park, George lll is reviewing his army of 27,000 volunteers who
have gathered to defend Britain from what was thought to be the imminent invasion of
Napoleon’s forces. Four miles to the east, in the quieter atmosphere of his Clerkenwell
workshop, John Thwaites is supervising the final assembly of his company’s latest turret
clock. It’s a fine clock, built to the same high standards as the clocks his company has
installed in Lincoln Cathedral and Horse Guards Parade, but we have no record of where
this new clock is heading. Once it leaves the workshop it disappears for over a century.
In 1911 we catch sight of it again. This time in the hands of local clock maker C E Arnold,
who carries out some restoration work before installing the clock in its present home in
the newly completed tower of St Mary’s church, Welwyn. Here, it ticks away quietly as
another century passes. For most of that time all it has for company are the eight bell
ropes that emerge through the floor from the ringing chamber below and disappear
through the ceiling into the bell chamber above. But twice a week someone climbs the
spiral staircase to wind the clock.

A mechanical clock needs two things: something to make the hands turn and something
to stop the hands from turning too quickly. In watches and smaller clocks, the power is
usually supplied by a spring. Springs are compact and can be moved around easily, but
they have the disadvantage that they provide less power when they are nearly unwound
than they do when they are fully wound. Larger stationary clocks are often powered by
weights, which provide the same amount of power to the clock all the time. Clocks in
towers (or ‘turret clocks’ as they are known) often have weights that descend through
more than one floor. The weights that drive our clock start near the ceiling of the clock
chamber after winding, and slowly descend through to the floor of the ringing chamber
below over the period of about a week.

The speed at which the hands go round is regulated by the escapement. Our clock has
an anchor escapement which rocks to-and-fro, slowly allowing the teeth of the
escapement wheel to tick forward at regular intervals. At the same time, the
escapement wheel gives the anchor a little nudge to keep the pendulum swinging. The
exact timing of the swing depends on the length of the pendulum (not its weight). A
pendulum of around 250 mm (10 inches) will swing to-and-fro once a second. This is
known as the pendulum’s period. Our clock has a period of 4 seconds, so you might
think that it needs a pendulum four times this length, but the length of a pendulum is
not proportional to its period but to the square of its period. This means that the
pendulum is over 4 metres long and extends through the floor of the clock chamber into
a cupboard in the ringing chamber below.

The clock has probably been wound over 12,000 times since it's been with us. The
‘going train’ (the wheels that drive the hands) and the ‘striking train’ (the wheels that
chime the bell each hour) have their own weights and need to be wound separately.
This is done with a large metal key that slides onto the winding shaft of each trainin
turn, and takes about 5 minutes. Each turn of the key raises the weight a little, then a
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Welwyn St Mary’s Church Clock

ratchet holds the weight in place as you prepare for the next turn.
One Tuesday morning in the spring of 2021 I'd finished winding the going train and
transferred the key to the winding shaft of the striking train. Perhaps | missed a clue that
all was not well as | began winding. Had the familiar click-click-click of the ratchet been
absent? What | do know for sure is that, as | let go of the key after the first wind, the
cable drum didn’t lock reassuringly onto the ratchet. The key span rapidly backwards for
a few turns then flew of across the room. At the same time the weight plummeted with
gathering speed through its shaft. Sparks showered from the pulleys as the cable raced
through them. The impact of the weight on the floor of the ringing chamber below could
be felt as much as heard, and sent a cloud of dust and debris into the church office
below that.
Within a second or two all was quiet again. Miraculously the going train had survived
unscathed and the steady ticking of the clock continued. However, it was clear that it
would not be safe to touch the clock until a professional clock maker had assessed the
damage.

— | Clock makers are much harder to find than they
' ' used to be but we were lucky to get a
' recommendation from our friends at Ayot St
| Peter. A few weeks later, Wayne Francis of
| Clockwise Restoration made the journey south
from Boston in Lincolnshire. | expected him to
bring a collection of specialist tools with him, but
with little more than an adjustable spanner he set
about dismantling the clock, pulling out and
inspecting each component of the striking train.
Thankfully, none of the larger components
& needed to be replaced, but Wayne took several
pieces away to repair in his workshop. He was
also able to disengage what was left of the
) striking train so that we could wmd and restart

clock.
7 .

- ¢ “ R Later in
the year he returned to complete the repair,
and install two electrically driven automatic
winders. These replace the weights, and so
the twice weekly trip up the tower to wind the
clock has passed into history.

?
|

It may be that few people had even noticed The going tram”{on the, rrght) still | runnmg aﬁgr

. the striking.t hasgbegfisre d %
that the clock had not been sounding out the € stkinQdiall hing PO gl
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Welwyn St Mary’s Church Clock

~ an annual
inspection
and service
of the clock,
so, with luck,
| we can look
y forward to

| another
century of
uneventful
ticking and

striking.

Peter Gill

Clock jokes (groan!)

1. How did the street clock address the tower clock? "High there!"

2. What did the second hand say to the hour and minute hand? "See you
around in a minute, guys."

3. 5. What happens when a clock is hungry? It always goes back four
seconds.

4 What is a belt made of clocks called? Waist of time.

5. What is a clever clock called? A clockwise.

6. My friend finally thought of a clock joke. It is about time!

7 What would a robber say to the clock? Hey you, hands up!

8 What would you get if you cross a clock and a chicken? A cluck.

9 Why did the student throw the clock out of the window? Because they
wanted to see time fly.

10. Why should you never eat a clock? Because it is a time-consuming
process.
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In conversation with Rod Dowdell

~ Christmas it was very comfortable to sit and chat
- with Rod Dowdell and his wife Pip in their warm
"E | simmered away in their kitchen.
This seemed a long way from the main subject of our
conversation: Downing Street.

But we weren't discussing any of the tumultuous
events of the past two years, rather Rod's time

- based there as a civil servant working for the

. government around 25 years ago, during the prime
ministerships of John Major and Tony Blair when the
culture was quite different. “Any thought of a wine
and cheese party was never on the cards,” says Rod.
“If more outsiders —ie non-Cabinet Office staff —

® were at a meeting, we got a biscuit with our coffee.
Otherwise, it was just coffee.”

Originally a plant chemist Rod explains “My work for the government started in 1970
when | joined the Agricultural Research Council Laboratories in Wantage”. This work led
him to publish many papers on soil and plants in scientific journals which brought him
prominence in his field. “However, in the 1980s Margaret Thatcher decided that as
government-funded research benefitted industry, industry should pay,” says Rod.
“Unfortunately, industries were unwilling to stump up, so the cut backs to government
funding inevitably led to the closure of the laboratories in 1985, which is when | was
offered a new position in Edinburgh, joining the Scientific Advisor's unit in the
Department for Agriculture and Fisheries in Scotland, where | oversaw what was left of
the Scottish agricultural research budget.”

Five years later Rod took up a new position on the Government's Chief Scientific Advisors
team in Downing Street. Moving back south for this new post, this is when Rod and Pip
settled together in Welwyn.

Now part of the Cabinet Office, Rod was responsible for producing an annual review of
government funded research and development programmes. “I travelled widely
throughout the UK, visiting every government department, research institution and
university in receipt of government funding, to collect their reports in order to write up
and collate all data for an annual review of how government funds had been spent.” This
review, which became The Forward Look, was useful both to MPs and science writers.

All documents had to be photocopied for drafts to go to all departments, which involved
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In conversation with Rod Dowdell

many hours at the photocopier for Rod and the biggest copier was situated just
outside the Cabinet Secretary's office.

“At 6pm one evening | still had a large quantity to copy and collate. A smart bowler
hatted man emerged from the office and saw the stack of copying waiting . He asked
me how long it would take and at my response of several hours, he immediately
removed his hat and coat, put down umbrella and brief case and set to, helping to
collate and staple the copies so that the job was finished by 8pm. My helper just
happened to be the Head of the Civil Service — a valuable illustration of how a good
manager should be, willing to do any task expected of his team.”

Each annual review was destined for The Crown, commanded by the Queen through
Parliament.

“I was tasked with staying to see the final copy off the printers' press and taking it to
Buckingham Palace for the royal signature. One year, having spent the night at the
print works in Kings Langley, | drove home for breakfast before taking 25 unseen
copies to London, one for the Queen to sign then taking it with the rest to the House
of Lords. Pip glanced at the cover of the report and said 'You know there's a spelling
mistake, development doesn't have an e in the middle!'

“I was horrified,” says Rod. But he still had to get the report signed. “So | went into
London, to the back door at Buckingham Palace, sat and waited anxiously while a
flunky took one copy for the royal signature. Fortunately, the mistake went unnoticed
by Her Majesty and indeed everyone else.”

Another time at Downing Street, Rod stepped into the lift and found himself with
Margaret Thatcher and Michael Heseltine, “They included me in their conversation,
fortunately it was only about the exploits of the Cabinet Office cat.”

Once Rod even had to sit on a step, in front of the throne in the House of Lords, “I had
been involved in preparing the White Paper on Science and Technology, so
accompanied the minister, William Waldegrave when he was presenting it to the
House of Lords . | was ushered to sit in front of the throne to listen to the presentation
before going to the Hansard Office to proof read their report and sign it off for print.”

More often Rod was to be found in the House of Commons listening to a scientific
debate, but not seated on the benches.

“As experts who might be needed to be called upon during a debate, we were seated
behind a screen behind the Speaker's chair,” explains Rod. “If an expert opinion was
required during the debate, the minister's parliamentary private secretary would pass
a hand written note to us over the top of the screen.” Rod isn't sure whether this
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In conversation with Rod Dowdell

~ simple method is still used in today's world of
mobiles, but it certainly worked well then.
Sometimes instead he was available waiting by a
phone during a debate, “It was a bit like being the
phone-a-friend on a TV quiz show,” says Rod.

£ technology on the day of Princess Diana's funeral,
__ September 6 1997. It was during that trip that |
4 discovered | had an eyesight problem and was
Y "“" blind in one eye. Within a year | was medically

" retired from the Civil Service.” Rod was just 54.

8% There are probably many other fascinating things

" Rod could have told about his Downing Street
years, had he not signed the Official Secrets Act. But of this | am sure, if | were ever on a
TV quiz, Rod would certainly be my phone a friend.

Vernonne Allan

the Civic Centre.




Woolmer Green Parish Council

Woolmer Green Parish Council Community Award presented to The Red Lion

Councillors Phil Corke and Rob Horton presented the Woolmer Green Parish
Council Community Award for 2021 to Jackie Castle at The Red Lion on Christmas
Eve.

Jackie and her team have worked hard to
support the village community during a
challenging couple of years. As reported a
couple of months ago Jackie led the fund
raising for a defibrillator to be located on
the outside wall of the pub and arranged
for training, kindly provided by Sarah
McGuinness. Well done to Jackie and The
Red Lion team and thank you from
Woolmer Green!

Carols on Christmas Eve

Carol singing returned on Christmas
Eve 2021 after a year’s break in
2020. The event was relocated to
the Village Hall grounds to allow
more space for people to stand and
sing safely. There was festive
lighting, mulled wine to keep every-
one warm and the Woolmer Green

Band accompanied the singing.

The Parish Council’s charity for 2021 was Cardiac Risk in the Young (c-r-y.org.uk) which
was nominated by Sarah McGuinness and a collection was made for the charity.
Woolmer Green Band also collected when they played at the Farmers’ Market, Winter
Wonderland, County Funerals’ Christmas Wreath making event and the Burnham Green
Christmas lights switch-on. A grand total of £270 was raised - thank you to everyone who
donated!

Woolmer Green Farmers Market

The next market will be on 27" February - please support your local traders!

Sarah Hall

Woolmer Green Parish Council

sarah.hall@woolmergreenpc.org.uk
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The Friends of Danesbury

Love is in the air...or so they say and with Valentine’s Day round the corner we hope that
even under the current circumstances, you are still able to get a warm hug from those
dear to you, something we could probably all do with during these cold and dark
months. However, if | may take a moment to go back in time we would like to recognise
and thank Georgia Shaw, one of our shop managers, for all her hard work in organising
the amazing Christmas raffle we had last Christmas. The raffle raised an astonishing
£1200, this was truly amazing!! Also, a big thank you to all who so kindly donated
towards the raffle — we would have liked to mention all donors but that would leave no
space to further add any updates from the Friends. But please do know that your
donations were much appreciated, and the money raised will go towards supporting
both the patients and the staff at the Danesbury
and QVM hospitals.

Unfortunately, COVID is still very much among us

all, and therefore Danesbury and QVM hospitals

are both still very busy and adhering to strict NHS
guidance and regulations. As Spring approaches,

& they hope to be able to have volunteers coming

back to help within the hospitals, as they are such

an integral part of patient rehab and a support to
~ all the staff.

! Our charity shop in Welwyn has had a very busy
Christmas, especially after the terrible Christmas
of 2020. It is no surprise that January has started
rather slowly, but we are confident that the foot

_ fallin the shop will pick up over the coming
P-L‘.'-A! months. As always, we are very appreciative of

- ';fﬁ your donations, and if you are planning on having

a spring clean then please do think of us — we are

now also accepting electrical items.

We are always looking for volunteers at the shop. If you have any spare time and would
like to be part of the Friends helping to make a difference within the community, then
please come to the shop and one of our managers would be more than happy to discuss
this with you.

Attached is a photo taken by one of the nurses of the courtyard at QVM Hospital a few
winters ago. It looks rather magical. However, | look forward to the burst of colour that
comes with the warm sunshine of Spring. Here’s hoping that we will all be able to enjoy
the outdoors again as Spring approaches.

All our best wishes

The Friends of Danesbury & QVM
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e Ken Hodson

n@j 5 Local Computer Hardware and Software Repairs, Petel‘ Worby

Upgrades and Advice for Home and Business Antiques 5% Restoration

Tel. 07974 156743 / 01582 794723

’ Email enquiries@kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk ANTIQUES RESTORATI ON

www.kenhodsoncomputerservices.co.uk over 40 years experience
" Ao e aRi R e All Repairs, Inc. Modern, Polishing
e e oo ot pe cmpuerl bepredefomand ||| Fully Insured, Free Estimates, No V.A.T.
\ iy g rcigon o g i Tel: 01920 821973
. ;iio:ﬁg;e;gwumm- many older computers can be upgraded at a fraction of e.mail: petm'worby%@gmail.com
+  Upgradas of hardware and software carried out www.peterw Ol“b)’ co.uk

CG ACCOUNTING LIMITED

Offering accounting, bookkeeping & tax services to suit all businesses

PAYE, Payroll, VAT, Self-assessment, Management Accounts,
Annual Accounts Compliance

Contact Caroline on

Mobile: 07786 863050 Email: info@cgaccounting.co.uk

, Gill's Bathrooms & Kitchens
36 Burrowfield

= Welwyn Garden City
BATHROOMS & KITCHENS Herts AL7 4SR

www.gillsbathrooms.co.uk | www.gillskitchens.co.uk

1 — i
Don’t move.
Improve!

Here at Gill's we believe that the kitchen and bathroom are the most important rooms in
your home and we're here to help you create that perfect space - whatever your style.
Get in touch today to find out how we can help make your dream home.

» Kitchen & Bathroom Installation + Plumbing & Heating * Property Maintenance

Email us Give us a call

sales@gillsbathrooms.co.uk 01707 371707




Car thefts and potholes, again

Over the last 11 months vehicle crime
in Welwyn is up 50% on the same peri-
od in 2020. Those of you who receive
the OWL crime alerts (and which of you
still doesn’t?) will have noticed the fre-
guency with which thefts of cars, espe-
cially those with keyless entry, were
reported by our PCSO. It is thought that
these will have mostly been stolen to
order and probably shipped abroad.
During a recent conversation with our
PCSO we were told that none of these
vehicles had been recovered.

If you have one of these high-end
vehicles, we hope that by now you’ll
have bought a Faraday pouch in which
to keep your keys safe from hackers,
and a steering wheel lock. Pouches are
available locally from the not-for-profit
website owlprotect.uk. For most
vehicles, you’ll also find from your
handbook or dealer that the keyless
entry can be switched off.

Do you remember that in the
September 2020 magazine we invited
readers to report potholes to
encourage the authorities to get them
repaired? That was prompted by RAC
research showing a 37% increase in
reported potholes during the year to
April 2020. Since then, during the third

quarter of 2020, the RAC dealt with the
largest number of pothole-related call
outs in any third quarter since 2006.
Have you reported any potholes
recently? We explained last September
how to do this. But if you log into OWL
using your email address and
password, your “local” tab will take you
to Fix My Street where you can identify
the location and upload a photo. You
could also download their app to your
smartphone.

Naturally, we’ve been reporting pot-
holes ourselves and were pleased to
see this week a considerable number of
repairs to the inside lane of the Al
southbound between Welwyn and the
Tesco roundabout. Incidentally we now
don’t hesitate to use that roundabout
after alterations were made to the
traffic lights. Before then one of your
authors experienced two instances of
being shunted by other vehicles. On
one occasion this happened on the way
back from the garage, having just col-
lected the repaired car following the
first accident!

Valerie Richards and John Mitchell
www.owl.co.uk/herts
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lFoot Fit €y !

il e
Caroline Davies

Dip.CFHP MPSPract(FHP)

07747 346181
Home Visits

e Reduction of
thickened nails.

& Removal of painful
corns and callus.

* Management of
cracked heels.

e Treatment of fungal
nail infections and

verrucae. ;
* Ingrown toenail

& Nail frimming. freatment.

professional

e standards
authority
accredited register

A
Foot Health Professional

Mardley Herbal

Marie Carr BSc (Hons) MNIMH

Medical Herbalist | FSM Practitioner | First Aid trained

Do you want to manage your
own health and wellness?
Anxiety, depression, disturbed sleep?
Chronic pain or a long-standing condition?
Have a minor health issue or symptoms

that aren’t improving?

Why not try a different approach.
‘r‘— v ilable eveni g and

07973 303617
info@mardleyherbal.com
www.mardleyherbal.com

WOOLMER GREEN
HALL

AVAILABLE TO HIRE
for parties, meetings, clubs,
conferences.

Licensed for wedding &
civil ceremonies.

WOOLMER GREEN
MARKET

Food & Craft
Fourth Sunday of the month
9am to 12pm

www.woolmergreenpc.org.uk
Tel: 0370 777 6132

Got a ’
Mac? @&

Is it slowing down?

Spinning ball?
: ; Macs are renowned for
Nggd I[)npamal being reliable and easy to
=SEMLE use, but even the best
We can help. can have problems.
With over 30 years of
Macs2U Apple Mac experience,
Mac Specialists we can help your Mac
run smoother, play better
01462 485561 with other devices, and

robin@macs2u.co.uk

facebook.com/
macs2uherts

www.macs2u.co.uk

save you frustration.

Has iCloud become iFog
- confused? We can help.

Malware is more
common on the Mac than
ever, we can clean it up.
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St Mary’s, Welwyn and

St Michael’s, Woolmer Green
PCC Meeting
IM 15™ November 2021

The minutes of September’s meeting were reviewed. There were no objections or
queries. The Chairman (The Rector) sighed them as a true and accurate record. No
matters arose therefrom.

The finance report was circulated by email prior to the meeting. The treasurer advised
the PCC that a deficit is likely to be incurred in the current financial year due to the
various exceptional capital expenditures including the new boiler, refurbishing the heat
pumps and fire safety systems.

Those of you who have been giving to St Mary’s by direct debit administered by Virgin

Money Giving will be aware that that scheme has now been closed by Virgin. Maggie
Varco has proposed that The Parish Giving Scheme, a charity dedicated to serving donors
and churches in a shared ministry of giving, offers the best replacement, especially as the
diocese bears the cost of administering it as well as claiming Gift Aid on behalf of St
Mary’s.

Maggie also introduced the new method for cashless collections in church. The new
payment terminal has a contactless card reader with options of £5, £10 or £20 or
“choose other amount”. For those whose card is not contactless or for sums exceeding
the contactless maximum the terminal includes a normal card reader into which your
card is inserted and your PIN is entered. The message displayed on the touch screen can
be varied to allow for different campaigns, for example St Mary’s nominated charity. If
you have been to St Mary’s recently you may well have seen this new terminal as it was
placed within a few days of the meeting and is now operational. A QR code is also
provided as an alternative means of giving which will be printed in the pew sheets and
included in the live-streamed services on the YouTube channel.

Turning to fabric reports: At St Michael’s Susan Keach and Stuart Jenkin will carry out
their own fire safety assessment. This is permitted for small churches. An offer of a
donation towards the cost of a new gate to fill a hole in the hedge surrounding the
churchyard has been received. A specification will be drawn up and a faculty (Diocesan
speak for planning permission) applied for.

St Mary’s has received a quotation of c. £12,000 to install a new fire monitoring and
alarm system. The PCC unanimously agreed to accept it. Another quotation was received
but declined. A faculty will be applied for to proceed with this installation.

The PCC thanked Stuart for all his work involved in dealing with the above as well as the
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NEELIDENTISTRY
| 00000

General Dentistry. l
Childrens Dentistry.

Hygienist - Direct Access Available. | FOR MORE INFORMATION
Tooth Whitening. ORTO

Smile Makeovers. l BOOK YOUR
NEW PATIENT EXAMINATION
Tooth Straightening - Braces.

Wrinkle Reduction / Facial Aesthetics.

VISIT AT
Dental Implants. l WWW.NEELDENTISTRY.COM
Nervous Patients Cared For. OR CALL
01438 712713

Available Evening 6 Weekends.
NEEL DENTISTRY | 43 HIGH STREET | WELWYN | HERTS | AL6 9EE

Homewood wmc.,?> i CHI
Heating & Plumbing [™«/ /s&fe

ol

PLUMBER & HEATING ENGINEER

- Boiler Repairs, Servicing & Replacements
- Central Heating Repairs & Installation

01438 5173140r 07977 924459
milton@homewoodplumbing.co.uk
www.homewoodplumbing.co.uk

Kevin Tallant 07004 025301

g fohn Stiaée | DS Window Cleaning

PAINTER & DECORATOR We clean windows & frames

Patios & Driveways Pressure Washing

INTERIOR/EXTERIOR " ;
Fascias & Conservatories

DULUX NETWORK MEMBER
POLE-FED PURE WATER SYSTEM

TEL: 01707 266118 Call Luka on: 07713 490 773
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PCC Meeti I‘Ig Continued from p.32

heating system which is still not completely finalized. The contractors are being very
evasive about finishing the work in spite of numerous chasers from Stuart.

Another item mentioned was getting the path light to Church House door to work again
— apparently this was accomplished by divine intervention since no steps were taken by
any person known to the PCC to get it working, but lo and behold it was working — at
least it was on the night of the meeting.

Turning to the Rector’s items he noted that children’s activities remain at a low level. The
usual Parade Service did not take place on Remembrance Sunday for the obvious reason.
Since half term schools have had no collective worship. St Mary’s Christingle Service
was expected to take place as usual. Congregation numbers remain lower than pre-
pandemic reflecting the general pattern across the country. Since the last meeting the
Renewal of Ministry and Mission booklet was distributed and posted on social media.

Welwyn St Mary’s School has offered a gift to the church to remember the 2020
pandemic. They have proposed a colourful cross with a plaque to hang in Church House
celebrating school and church working together during the pandemic. The PCC
unanimously agreed that a faculty be applied for.

Environmental policy — the Rector proposed that both St Mary’s and St Michael’s should
set themselves the goal of attaining the ECO Church bronze award. This would be added
as a goal to the 2016 Environmental Policy to complete the 2021 update.

An offer to apply for one of the vacant posts of governor of St Mary’ School had been
received and was approved subject to success in the usual application process.

The Deanery Synod report was presented by Shoena Eggington with contributions from
Colin Hull.

It is hoped that the new altar frontals for St Mary’s will soon be finished.
Judith Watson was thanked for her work in setting up and up-dating the notice board at
St Michael’s as well as bringing their website and Facebook page up-to-date.

David Hughes
Nov/Dec 2021
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COMPLETE LOCKSMITH SERVICE

DRUMMOND SECURITY
24 HOURS | FREE ESTIMATES | NO CALL OUT FEE!
EMERGENCY MOBILE SERVICE AND MOBILE WORKSHOP

- ) C ") v WWW.DRUMMDONDOS! URITY.CO.LUK
D I 4 \j D 8 1 “ -l O D SHOPEDRUMMONDSECURITY.CO.UK

= [ i . ¥ g & — F . = i WL T T -

i e e SSRPESSUPPLIED 6 AT TED
- VANLDO ="GRILLS & SHUTTERS = UPVC HANOLES
= GABAGE DDOR LOCKS = DCTV & ACCESS CONTROL = HINGES 6 M

CONTACT US FOR A HOME SECURITY ASSESS

WE NOW SUPPLY AND FIT UPVC WE PROVIDE LD
COMPOSITE DDORS & WINDOWS! & SPARE CAR KEY

Em =
IF IT'S BROKEN, WE NBAN REPAIR IT!

REMOTE CAR KEYS, HOUSE KEYS, LOCKS, MASTER SUITES,
UPVC WINDOWS & DDORS. SAFES. GRILLS & SHUTTERS

I & B Electrical

Free Quotes and
Competitive Prices

Rewires & Fuse Boxes

Looking for a seasonal garden
tidy up?

TV Points

Fault Finding

Additional Lights, Sockets

Or a regular gardener?

Security Lighting

Carbon & Smoke
Detectors

Please contact Paula

1]
Gy
o ]

Periodic Inspections to discuss your requirements;
& PAT Testing -
Mobile: 07818423586
All work tested by our § r&_’; Email:

registered engineer  iFE paula.thegreenergarden@gmail.com

Daytime: 07861 39828
Evening: 01707 262771 . \\

www.ib-electrical.co.uk

Trained in horticulture at Capel Manor College
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News from Ayot St Peter

The Candlemas clear-up

Candlemas Day is a lesser-known Christian festival that has special significance
in Ayot St Peter. It is celebrated forty days after
Christmas Day on 2nd February and commemo-
rates Mary’s visit to the temple in Jerusalem to be
purified and to present baby Jesus to God.
The name “Candlemas” appeared around the mid-
dle of the 5th century, when it became the cus-
tom for all the candles needed in the church dur-

: ing the coming year to be blessed on that day.
In medieval England, Candlemas was observed as the official end of Christmas
and any decorations not taken down by Twelfth Night were left until Candlemas
Day. Last year, English Heritage followed this idea at several of its historic palac-
es and encouraged the public to do the same, to provide a bit of cheer during
the pandemic.
There was a pre-Christian festival on 2nd February, that marked the midpoint of
winter — halfway between the shortest day and the Spring equinox. Over the
centuries, people came to believe that Candlemas Day predicted the weather
for the rest of the winter. Weather proverbs express the idea that a fine bright
sunny Candlemas Day means that there is more winter to come, whereas a
cloudy wet stormy Candlemas Day means that the worst of winter is over.
In the United States, 2nd February is celebrated as Groundhog Day, which focus-
es on the idea of the groundhog coming out of its home in the morning to pre-
dict the weather. If a groundhog can see its shadow, there will be six more
weeks of winter. If it cannot see its shadow, spring is on the way. For the natu-
ralists among you, the groundhog (also known as a woodchuck) is a rodent be-
longing to the family of large ground squirrels known as marmots.
Here in Ayot St Peter, Candlemas Day is the time when any remaining Christmas
decorations are removed from graves by our volunteers. Usually some of the
Spring bulbs are poking through the ground by early February and it is often a
lovely time of year in the churchyard. The Christmassy colours, that were so fes-
tive a few weeks ago, start to look wrong in the light of the new year, so a tidy
up at Candlemas always seems appropriate. Whilst we have plenty of wildlife in
our churchyard, sadly there are no groundhogs.

Valerie Richards
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bluebird
care

} Independent
8 Physiotherapy &
S Sports Injury Clinic

Musculoskeletal conditions, sports
injuries, orthopaedic rehabilitation, back and
neck injuries and dizziness.

Treatments include:
soft tissue massage, manipulation,
mobilisation, exercise prescription,
ultrasound, electrotherapy,
biotherapy laser & acupuncture

Podiatrist on Wednesday mornings

Opening hours
Varying times depending on days
Mon-Fri: from 8am to 7.30pm

Tel: 01438 716838

The Vineyards, 15a Codicote Road, Welwyn, AL6 SNE
www. physiovineyards.co.uk
practice@physiovineyards.co.uk

Care visits at home

We care passionately

For many people the questions
about care don't arise until
suddenly, there is a need.

Home care with Bluebird Care

can be anything from as little as
30 minutes up to several hours a
day, supporting you to remain as
independent as possible, living the
lifestyle you choose.

01707 263 723
-hatfield

& PRE-SCHOOL

fromlittle acorns, great oak trees grow

OFSTED OUTSTANDING Nursery School
FREE PLACES Children Aged 2 To 4 Years*
LARGE Classrooms + Secure Garden
ESTABLISHED over 20 years
OPEN Mon to Fri term-time 9am — 4pm

LARGE CAR PARK easy access
Established in 1992 in Oaklands, now located in Welwyn Village
*Government funding for 2 year olds (criteria applies) and 3-4 year olds

Whitehill, Off School Lane
Welwyn, Hertfordshire AL6 9FN

For more information call 01438 840132

Outstandm

or visit www.acornwelwyn.com Early
ar ider

Registered Charity Number 1054698



Welwyn Parish Council

This is my first article since Christmas. | hope you were
able to enjoy the festive season with family and friends.
Welwyn Parish Council is looking forward to 2022. We are
hoping, Covid restrictions permitting, to be able to
promote our Neighbourhood Plan with exhibitions, drop -
in sessions and general public meetings. We were
'b 3 delighted with your response to our survey and to be able
to hold a meeting when we can talk about our ideas and
listen to yours is a good opportunity to communicate on this issue.
For the last two years we have missed being able to hold our Annual Parish Assembly
and are hoping we will be able to invite you to meet us on 20 April. As councillors we
have a duty to be well informed, especially about diverse local issues. We cannot
assume that we represent the interests of all residents without consulting them. | hope,
if we are able to hold our Annual Parish Assembly, that many of you will join us. These
meetings provide a valuable opportunity for local people to identify features of the
Parish that need improving or are worth protecting. They stimulate discussion, inform
decision making and usually lead to action. The Council should not make decisions in
isolation and we are fortunate to work with interested groups in the Parish including the
Welwyn Planning and Amenities Group (WPAG) and the Singlers Marsh Action Group.
We would like to thank these volunteers for their campaign for Singlers Marsh to be
given Village Green status. | know this is important to many residents. Members of
WPAG are also working with Welwyn Parish Council on the Local Plan, the outcome of
which will affect the whole Parish.
We are delighted with the success of our Terracycle facility. Thank you to all who have
used it. Cheese packaging, crisp packets, blister packs, marigold gloves can all be
recycled at the Parish Council office, Lockleys Drive between 9am and 1pm.
Finally, Welwyn Parish Council still has a councillor vacancy for the Mardley Heath Ward.
For many people it is the satisfaction of acting on behalf of their local community that
encourages them to become councillors. Obviously, we have rules that guide the
council, not as glamorous as action, but vital to its success. If you think you would enjoy
being part of the Parish Council please contact Caroline Williams, our Clerk, at
clerk@welwynpc.org.uk or 01438716667. If you would like more information about the
work of a councillor, | (07775928132, cllr.m.otty@welwynpc.org.uk) or any of your
councillors, would be happy to talk to you. Contact details for councillors can be found
on our website.
| wish you all a happy and healthy new year.
Marj Otty, Chairman
Welwyn Parish Council
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40 Heneom HR

Supporting local, small businesses with all aspects of
HR from resourcing and recruitment, policies and
procedures, employee engagement & reward

Offering HR advice on current people issues, e.qg.
flexible and hybrid working

Available ad hoc or on a retainer

Contact Emma on 07812 040511
or at heneomhr@gmail.com

www.heneomhr.com

'I'BIIIGBAPIIIGS 7
g Books

H - ) d Stationery
Mailing
I N, " E Parish Magazines
\/ | & Programmes

Laminating
- 2

BatrLe o BRITAIN | R—— Raffle Tickets
-LOCOMOTIVE= e L

SOCIETY

Posters

Scanning

121 LONDON ROAD, KNEBWORTH, HERTS., SG3 6EX —_— e gié:rt gps
01438 811905 e. alantriog@aol.com eSS | T alendars

ACCOUNTANCY & BOOK-KEEPING SERVICES
Specialists To The Self-Employed & Small Business

Self-Assessment Tax Returns/Financial Accounts
Book-Keeping/V.A.T./P.A.Y.E./C.LS. Schemes ecte.

Contact - Steve or Anne Vine on 01438 717105
31 Wilga Road-Welwyn-Herts-AL6 9PT
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Archbishop Desmond Tutu

Desmond Tutu
Archbishop of Cape Town.

Numerous tributes, particularly in South Africa,
have been paid to Archbishop Desmond Tutu who
died in 2021 aged 90. The Meditation on p. 48
highlights some of his famous sayings.

He was born into a relatively poor family living at
Klerksdorp in the Transvaal, but moved to
Johannesburg when he was twelve. He wanted to become a physician, but that was
beyond his family’s means, so trained to become a teacher.

In 1954 he graduated from the University of South Africa and was ordained as a priest in
1960. He then travelled to London and obtained a Master’s degree in theology at King’s
College London. He later returned to South Africa where he taught theology from 1967 —
72.

Whilst studying at King’s College London, Desmond Tutu lived in the curate’s flat at the
Church of St Alban the Martyr in Golders Green and assisted at services. Subsequently
David Munchin was a curate there and stayed in the same flat that Desmond Tutu had
used. Whilst David was a curate there he went away on a course. During the time that
David was away Desmond Tutu and his wife visited the parish and stayed in David's flat.
David tidied the flat but it is said that Mrs Tutu gave it more thorough clean when they
left.

Desmond Tutu was appointed Bishop of Lesotho (a small landlocked country within South
Africa) in 1976, then Bishop of Johannesburg and finally Archbishop of Cape Town, a post
he held for ten years, from 1986 — 96.

He was a firm critic of and leader of non-violent protest against the South African white
minority-led rule and racial segregation. His tireless work resulted in his winning the
Nobel Peace Prize in October 1984 for his ‘unifying leadership in the campaign to resolve
the problem of apartheid in South Africa.” He also received several Honorary Doctorates
from universities in the USA, Great Britain and Germany.

He married in 1955 and had four children. He finally retired in 2011.
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Home
Instead
T us, s perionall

Live well,

01707 240 650
www.homeinstead.co.uk/welwyn

Affordable Roofline

For a Free Quote Call Ashley on
07983-176318

——HOOFING & GUTTERI N G-

Fascia-Soffit-Gutters-Cladding- Flat roofing & tiling

UPVC-Roof Repairs & Cleaning D L an it

Email: Ashleyrigdeni@Hotmail.co.uk
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A Quiz for February

Here are a few brain-teasers for you, some easy questions some a bit
more challenging. Answers in the March magazine.

10.

11.
12.

13.
14.
15.

How many months of the year have 28 days?

In how many types of deer (not antelope) do the females have
antlers as well as the males?

St Valentine is known as the patron saint of lovers and marriages.
What else is he the patron saint of? (There are several — choose at
least two!)

How did the brave ladies of Fishguard save the day on 22™
February 1797?

What was the exact date Britain officially “went decima
pennies, tanners and half crowns things of the past?
How much would the following pre-decimal coinage be worth in
decimal currency? A thrupenny bit, a tanner, a bob, a half crown.
What first appeared on the streets of Mayfair on 5" February
1958?

Which church festival is traditionally celebrated on 2™ February?
Samuel Plimsoll was born on 10" February 1824. What did he
invent?

On 20" February 1712 the last trial for witchcraft in England took
place. What is the (fairly) local connection?

Why is February called February?

What lunar event always occurs in 11 months of the year, but only
sometimes in February?

What is the birthstone associated with February?

Chinese New Year happens in February. What is 2022 the year of?
When is Groundhog Day and what does it signify?

III
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Twigs & Blooms Planting Design

welwin

Border & smadl garden redesgn

TENNIS CLUB

I r
e = s . { LTt
H ST W10
Seaennad aontaancrs & hask ors f i s
Aosadentizl & commenoad plantiog plans

NINE COURTS, EIGHT FLOODLIT
- B g TWO WINTER INDOOR COURTS
e Sl s e bk, FABULOUS 4 COURT KIDS ZONE
CARDIO TENNIS
WELL APPOINTED CLUBHOUSE AND BAR
SOCIAL AND COMPETITIVE TENNIS

NI C HD LS DN S FULL-TIME COACHES ALWAYS AVAILABLE

PLUS! TABLE TENNIS with LEAGUE MATCHES
CHARTERED ACCOUMTANTS

MEMBERSHIP: 01438 816800
COACHING: 01438 717990
www.welwyntennis.co.uk

1" Flaar, Bridge House
26 Fiddlebridge Lane

Hatfield
Hertfordshire ALD OSF Welwyn Tennis Club
Ottway Walk
Tel: Q4707 G30820 Playing Fields
Fax: 01707 630599 ALE 9AT

ALLWOOD...

Quality Cars At Affordable Prices - Over 80 cars in stock online
Branches in Welwyn Garden City & Waltham Cross

We Buy Your Car Call Us Today

For A Valuation
Your Local & Independent Car Buyer
Specialists in Classic Car buying

www.Allwoodautos.co.uk & www.tewincars.co.uk

Mobile: 07747 604 760




Parish Registers

St Mary’s Welwyn

Wedding

29" November 2021 Carol Whitehead & Ahmad Irfan
Baptism

19" December 2021 Sarala Carmel Warren

Funeral
4™ November Margaret Rose Palmer

Ayot St Peter

Baptism

21" November 2021 Ares Christopher Enzo Cooper
Funeral

4™ December Anthony Bremner

St Michael’s Woolmer Green

Funerals

26" October David Middleton

10" November Paul Weatherhead
21st December Peter Laurence Davis

February Fact

The old Roman calendar had only ten months, starting in March and
ending with December (Latin for “the tenth month”). When the two
winter months January and February were added, February became the
last month of the year and was given 28 days to fit into the calendar.

To keep up with the seasons, the Romans introduced a leap month they
called Intercalaris. The extra month was added every couple of years
after February, which was shortened to 23 or 24 days to make room for
the thirteenth month.
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& Care-Qualie
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Oakview Lodge
Care & Nursing Home

Vaccinating against Covid-19

If you're concerned about how your relative
is coping and would like them to have more \
support, Oakview Lodge offers family-led care
in a luxurious and homely setting. Our staff and
residents have had the Covid-19 vaccine and
anyone who joins us at Oakview Lodge will be
offered the same, allowing them to live safely
and as they wish.

- Oakview Lodge, Ascots Lane,
e 01707 375 345 Welwyn Garden City, AL7 4DT www.countrycourtcare.com

Gary Gibson

Welwyn & surrounding areas.

Ring for a reliable, friendly service. All jobs considered including floor laying,
door hanging, lock fitting, cupboard making, kitchens & general maintenance.

01438 712458 Mobile 07840 766182
SHIRES PEST CONTROL A K C

Plumbing Services
Free Quotation«No Call Out Charge

+ All Work Undertaken
WASPS- RODENTS — MOLES Md:’,f}‘;j’;,;:‘,;'ﬁ‘gms
Mobile: 07890 131174 Office: 01438 358966
Tel: 01767 315101 D00 o ronietinticn T
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Church Notice Board

www.welwyn.org.uk

ST MARY’S - Welwyn

Sunday 8.00am Holy Communion

Sunday 9.30am Parish Communion / Junior Church

Sunday 6.30 pm Evensong (2nd, 4th and 5th Sundays)
Wednesday 9.00am Morning Prayer

Wednesday 9.30am Holy Communion

Saturday 9.00 am Parish Prayers

Children

Mondays 3.30pm Craftea (1st and 3rd Mondays during term time)
Confessions By arrangement with the Clergy.

The Ministry of Counsel and Absolution is available to anyone who seeks it at any time.
Clergy Surgery Hour

Saturdays 10.00amto 11.00 am

A member of the team will be available in church for any enquiries. Mainly intended for
Baptisms or Weddings, but not exclusively restricted to those matters.

ST MICHAEL'’S - Woolmer Green

Sunday 11.15am

1st and 4th Sundays: Parish Eucharist:

2nd Sunday: Family Service

3rd Sunday: All Age Eucharist

5th Sunday: Morning Prayer

AYOT ST PETER

1st Su nday 11.15am Matins: (Book of Common Prayer, King James’ Bible)

2nd and 5th Sundays 11.15am Holy Communion: (Book of Common Prayer, King James’ Bible)
3rd Sunday 11.15am Family Service: (common Worship, NRSV Bible)

4th Sunday 11.15am Parish Communion: (common Worship, NRSV Bible)
EVANGELICAL CHURCH - Welwyn

Sunday 9.45 am Bible Classes (All ages 7+)

Sunday 11.00 am and 6.30 pm (Facilities for young children)
Wednesday 8.00 pm Bible Study (except 3rd Wednesday)

ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH of the HOLY FAMILY - Knightsfield, Welwyn Garden City
Fr Norbert Ferbandes : T: 01707 323234

DIGSWELL VILLAGE CHURCH

Anglican/Methodist LEP: T: 01438 510391

Sunday 11.00am

2nd and 3rd Sundays:  Methodist (3rd: Holy Communion)

Tk
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Parkinson’s UK
Welwyn Hatfield Branch Michael Shelley

Do you or a member of your

family suffer from Parkinson’s? EI Ct I
y igf'usnagelp iz ata-;a.ﬂd.s “ﬂg e rlca
_ _ Qualified Electrician
Advice on financial support
Suppert & respite for carers IT]
Armchair Exercizes No lOb
Outings "
Weekly gatherings too smll
Tel: 01438 820 820

Regular Newsletters
Contact John Edwards Mobile: 07930 243651

Talles & presentations

Tel: 01992 558247 i .

S A AL Email: m|1:hael.shelley@llue.co.uk
A member of ElecSa

email j suttill@vahoo.couk

v bryanbishop.

01438 718877

A

B b 3
l
Q

Martin Bishop F.N.A.E.A

s Specialist marketing for every

property ) .
N T o duery Bryan Bishop and Partners are an independent second-generation

property family business headed by the owner Martin Bishop. Having worked as

* Prominent Rightmove an Estate Agent in Welwyn for 40 years.
presence

» Accompanied viewings
“The property Industry is changing rapidly, and we have adapted to
meet the challenge”
CALL or EMAIL THE SPECIALISTS

martin.bishep@bryanbishop.co.uk or 01438 71 88 77
www.bryanbishop.co.uk
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Meditation

Desmond Tutu 1931-2021

. “Do your little bit of good where you are; it’s all those little bits of good put
together that overwhelm the world.”

. “Dear Child of God, | am sorry to say that suffering is not optional.”

. “Hope is being able to see that there is light despite all of the darkness.”

¢ “If you are neutral in situations of injustice, you have chosen the side of the
oppressor. If an elephant has its foot on the tail of a mouse and you say that you

are neutral, the mouse will not appreciate your neutrality.”

* “I’'m not interested in picking up crumbs of compassion thrown from the table of
someone who considers himself my master. | want the full menu of rights.”

¢ “I wish | could shut up, but | can’t, and | won’t.”
. “If you want peace, you don’t talk to your friends. You talk to your enemies.”
* “Your ordinary acts of love and hope point to the extraordinary promise that

every human life is of inestimable value.”
¢ “In the end what matters is not how good we are but how good God is. Not how
much we love Him but how much He loves us. And God loves us whoever we are,

whatever we’ve done or failed to do, whatever we believe or can’t.”

* “We may be surprised at the people we find in heaven. God has a soft spot for
sinners. His standards are quite low.”

¢ “Forgiving is not forgetting; it's actually remembering — remembering and not
using your right to hit back. It's a second chance for a new beginning. And the
remembering part is particularly important. Especially if you don’t want to repeat

what happened.”

* “But God can only smile because only God can know what is coming next.”

Amen
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